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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


ELECTRIC ENERGY USE RISES 7.6 PERCENT FROM JANUARY TO AUGUST 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Sep 83 p 35 


[Text] ZLETROBRAS [Brazilian Electric Power Companies, Inc.] estimated the 
increase in the country's electric energy consumption for the period of January 
to August of this year at 7.6 percent. The market anticipated by the 

DNAEE/GCOIL [National Department of Water and Electrical Power--expansion unknown] 
amounts to an increase of 6.9 percent compared to the figure for the same period 
of time in 1982, (ncluding EGTD (energy guaranteed for a certain time]. 


According to ELF TROBRAS, the category that records the most significant growth 
in the Northeast region was the industrial category because of the increase 

in the consumption of industrial establishments supplied directly by CHESF 
[San Francisco Hydroelectric Company] due to rate benefits, The general in- 
crease in that region's consumption was 11.5 percent. The growth of the 
market in the Northern region (the biggest consumer among all regions with an 
increase of 27,8 percent) continues to be influenced by the supply from 
ELETRONORTE [Northern Electric Power Plants] to the project construction sites 
of Tucurui and Carajas as of July 1982. The intensification of supplies to 
townships in the interior and the links to housing areas also contributed to 
this growth. 


In the Southeastern region, the consumption growth (5.8 percent) continues 

to be heavily influenced by the residential and commercial categories, as well 
as some industrial establishments in the metallurgical and transportation 
equipment industries which, in spite of domestic difficulties, managed to 
sell their products on the foreign market. 


In the Southern region, consumption went up 8.4 percent. In contrast to the 
residential and commercial categories, industrial consumption here showed a 
smaller growth rate during this particular period of time. 


This result is mainly due to the rather slight development of the market in 
the State of Parana because of the cutback in the activities of the paper and 
cardboard as well as nonferrous minerals and food products industries. 


As for the West-Central region, ZLETROBRAS pointed out that the total con- 
sumption increase (15.7 percent) was primarily due to the good development of 














industrial consumption in the State of Goias where the demand came to 66 per- 
cent of the total consumption volume. 


This fact is explained by the expansion of a big fertilizer plant. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


NEW PRKOALCOOL PRODUCTION GOALS, PROJECTS DISCUSSED 
Increased Demand Expected 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Sep 83 p 35 


[Text] The new PROALCOOL [Alcohol Production Program] output target of 14,3 
billion liters from the 1985-1986 harvest will provide impetus for the develop- 
ment of 120 sugar cane refinery projects until 1984, The total for these 
projects represents 60 percent of the sector's installed capacity, based 

mostly on domestic capital, according to Metalurgica Dedini executive vice 
president Waldyr Giannetti. “This was our main effort from 1978 until 1981 
when there was a big drop in the demand although we did maintain a constant 
level ;' he explained. 


Dedini, Zanini, and the Conger-Cosinor consortium--the three main enterprises 
in the sector--are responsible for 360 refinery projects out of the 460 that 
nave been carried out since 1976, with the start of PROALCOOL; this adds up to 
an output capacity of 10.7 billion liters per harvest. "We have more than 50 
now in progress and 30 of them are being put up in the factories," says 
Giannetti, revealing that Dedini handles 69 percent of the market at this 
time, 


But the Dedini vice president has one worry, identical to the one expressed 

by Zanini manager Luis Lacerda Biagi last week. "Up to now we have had a very 
strong technological development which gives Brazil leadership in this sector. 
Big enterprises, such as the multinationals, want to get into the same market 
in view of the shrinkage of the sectors which they are servicing at this time. 
When that happens we can lose much of the technological advantage we gained, 
unless the government adopts a firm position to protect a market which already 
shows a high idle capacity.” 


In Giannetti's opinion, "the country could wind up trailing behind imported 
technologies if the administration were to permit the sector's pulverization. 
PROALCOOL within 2 years will be an energy solution for many countries that 
are in a position to turn agricultural products into alcohol, We must hold on 
to our lead also in order to be able to operate abroad," he noted, 
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New Program Challenges 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 25 Sep 83 p 48 
[Article by Jose Aparecido Miguel } 


[Text] Brazil can soon resolve the problem of substituting more than 15 percent 
of the total volume of petroleum imported at this time--655,000 barrels per 
day--as part of a new result deriving from the National Alcohol Program of 
PROALCOOL, as the outcome of the work done by the government and by private 
initiative starting in 1976. In just 4 years, this led to the production and 
sale of 1 million alcohol-powered vehicles up to last week, 


Now, depending upon a government policy, the country is in a position to achieve 

a reduction in imports by 98,000 barrels per day according to the president 

of the Central Cooperative of Sugar and Alcohol Producers of the State of Sao 

Paulo (COPERCUCAR), Jose Luiz Zillo. "We have a surplus of 7 million tons of 

cane bagasse per year which, if we burned it, could enable us to substitute ran, 
15 percent of our fuel oil, We would achieve the same reduction through the 

use of alcohol in place of gasoline and, completing the main byproduct cycle, 

we could replace diesel with gasoline containing additives," 


Zillo added that the use of gasoline with additives is one of the alternatives 
now being studied by the Secretariat of Industrial Technology of the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce (MIC). Each liter of diesel is replaced by 1.2 liter 
of gasoline with additives containing DNTEG (dinitrate of triethyleneglycol), 
whereas we need 1,67 liter of alcohol with additives for the same quantity of 
petroleum byproducts, used especially in mass and freight transportation. 


Substitution 


The COPERCUCAR president stressed that PROALCOOL is the only alternative energy 
substitution program in the world with specific results. In the opinion of 
Luis Gonzaga Bertelli, manager-superintendent of SOPRAL (Society of Sugar and 
Alcohol Producers), its success resides in the capacity of Brazilian private- 
enterprise business operators to tackle the challenge springing from the “eed 
for reducing petroleum imports. 


Bertelli recalled that contradictory statements have come even from government 
authorities, Planning Minister Delfim Netto, for example, declared that petro- 
leum purchases were the country’s alternative, “But it was foreseeable from the 
very start of PROALCOOL that the day would come when Brazil would have dif- 
ficulties in importing petroleum--approximately 70 percent of its requirements-- 
as we note already today with the conclusion of short-term purchasing contracts 
and that is due to foreign exchange shortages." 


tn 1976, Brazilian alcohol output was 500,000 million liters against approximate- 
ly 8 billion from the current harvest which will be completed in May of next 
year. "The important thing,” commented Jose Luis Zillo, of COPERCUCAR, 

"is that 80 percent of this output are used for the purpose of substituting 
gasoline, both through the addition of 23 percent anhydrous alcohol, which re- 
presents a saving of 20 percent of the total pure product, and through the use 

















of hydrated alcohol--2,7 billion liters--a volume which is variable at this 
time in view of the increase in the fleet of vehicles using alternate fuel." 


Alcohol consequently accounted for a foreign exchange saving of $1.5 billion 
last year and this was increased to $2 billion this year according to sector 
estimates, “without considering other aspects, such as the increase in the 
production of diesel to the detriment of gasoline, with extraction stepped up 
from 2/ percent to 31 percent per barrel through a change in the cracking 
system used by PETROBRAS,” Zillo emphasized, 


Byproduct 


Vinasse, a byproduct from sugar processing, considered a pollutant when dumped 
into the water, is being used for fertilizing in planting cane itself. “This 
amounts to a decrease in imports of chemical products, such as nitrogen and 
potassium which go into the makeup of vinasse," it was explained, 


COPERKCUCAR president Jose Luiz Zillo also said that PROALCOOL represents the 
creation of 350,000 direct jobs while 2 percent of the total alcohol billing 
volume, 1 percent of the sugar cane and 1 percent of the sugar--this year 
about 60 billion cruzeiros--are obligatorily used for social welfare benefits 
in the fields of education, health, and recreation in some cases, as wel] as 
the construction of adequate housing for company workers, 


Program criv.cs--along the lines of the example of the “invasion” of sugar 

cane production in food-producing areas--are considered to be a big joke by 
Zillo “in view of the concrete results achieved by PROALCOOL which collaborates 
significantly with the country and which in the future could represent its 
energy independence." 


SOPRAL manager-superintendent Luiz Gonzaga Bertelli in turn emphasized that 
cane last year occupied 37,033,000 hectares of land against 12 million for 
corn, 8 million for soybeans, and 6 million for rice. "So, are we supposed to 
be criticizing soybeans? No, what is happening is that we are planting too 
little in Brazil." 


The PROALCOOL output target for the 1984-1985 harvest is 10.5 billion and for 
the next one it is 14,3 billion. "We have an agricultural area of 300 million 
hectares and in 1985 sugar cane should occupy about 5.2 million,” the COPERCUCAR 
president concluded, 
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UNERGCY KCONOMICS BRAZIL, 


PETROBRAS OFFICIAL'S DEPARTURE ATTRIBUTED TO PRODUCTION DIFFICULTIES 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 27 Sep 83 p 35 


|\Text] PETROBRAS [Brazilian Petroleum Corporation] production superintendent 
Mauricio Alvarenga revealed yesterday that he will leave the office which he 
has been holding for almost 5 years within, at most,a month, Alvarenga, who 
did not indicate the causes of his dismissal, will take over other functions 
in the management of PETROPLEX [expansion unknown], the old synthetic rubber 
factory of the group, currently linked to PETROQUISA [PETROBRAS Chemical 
Corporation], a subsidiary of the state enterprise for the chemical sector, 


"t will stay in my job for about a month to take care of some problems before 
leaving,” Alvarenga said; he 18 one of the most senior officials of the govern- 
ment enterprise and his departure is being attributed, within PETROBRAS, to 
difficulties that arose in the production sector due to the reduction of enter~ 
prise investments, 


About 2 months ago, Alvarenga gave an interview to the press, pointing out that 
the enterprise was working on increasing the output of its petroleum production 
equipment in view of the need for saving money. He emphasized that an adequate 
projection of inflation was a fundamental thing for the enterprise investment 
budget so that the output goals by the end of the year would be assured, 


According to repeated reports from the enterprise and from Mining and Energy 
Minister Cesar Cals, those goals were 400,000 barrels per day until the ..d of 
19%%4 and 500,000 barrels per day until 1985 on a daily average; the targets 
for this year have already been revised and it 1s anticipated that a figure 

of 34,000 barrels per day will be attained, 


According to information obtained yesterday at PETROBRAS, these targets might 
be hampered by the difficulties encountered in the procurement of equipment 
abroad; this equiprent is destined for the sector managed by Alvarenga and it 
is under the responsibility of PETROBRAS production manager Joel Renno who was 
in Brasilia yesterday. According to those reports, the daily average output 
target of 340,000 barrels this year would already be difficult to attain since 
extraction until August did not exceed 324,000 barrels per day, 


In some way, Mauricto Alvarenga, considered one of the most competent technicians 
in PETROBRAS, belonged to the enterprise's first generation (1958) and was the 














main responsible for the installation of the major portion of the early pro- 
duction systems which enabled the enterprise to jump from an output of 170,000 


barrels per day in 1979, when he took over as superintendent, to 350,000 barrels 
per day as recorded this month, 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


OIL STOCK DISCREPANCIES--Mining and Energy Minister Cesar Cals yesterday denied 
that there were any disagreements between the members of the energy sector 
regarding the real volume of petroleum stockpiles although PETROBRAS [Brazilian 
Petroleum Corporation] president Shigeaki Ueki, in recent testimony to the 
Chamber, said that current stockpiles are sufficient for the consumption volume 
of 85 days and after that PETROBRAS sales manager Carlos Sant'Anna asserted 
that stockpiles were enough for only 35 days. According to the minister, there 
is no discrepancy in the statements made by these two PETROBRAS managers. 

"This is only a question of interpretation,” said Cals, explaining that the 
stockpiles Ueki was talking about include the petroleum in ships on the way to 
brazil and that the quantity mentioned by Sant’Anna only represents the petro- 
leum which is already in the country. [Text] [Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 27 Sep 83 p 35] 5058 
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COUNTRY SECTLON INTER-AMERICAN AI’FAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ECUADOREAN GEOLOGISTS BACK=--Prime Minister Fernando Schwalb and Minister of 
Interior Luis Percovich Roca dented yesterday that Ecuadorean citizens who were 
returned to their country of origin by the Peruvian Government yesterday morning 
are involved in subversion or carried out espionage activities. Percovich Roca 
reported that the 19 Ecuadoreans among whom is a woman, through a regrettable 
error .n their bearings, entered Peru by way of the Iquitos oil-producing region 
while they were engaged in geological prospecting on Ecuadorean territory for 
account of and under the direction of their country's government. At 1500 hours 
in the afternoon last Sunday, the Ecuadorean citizens were found in the border 
zone by members of the Peruvian Army. From there they were taken to the city of 
Iquitos before being transferred to Lima, On his part Prime Minister Schwalb 
maintained categorically that it was proven that the Ecuadoreans did not carry 
out any type of criminal activity in Peru and that the Peruvian Government 
granted them every type of assistance regarding accommodation and transporta- 
tion. Schwalb Lopez Aldana informed the media that Peru has signed a report 
with Ecuador in which the governments of both countries clearly agreed that the 
19 Ecuadoreans strayed because of their unfamiliarity with the border area and 
that during their stay in Peru they did not experience any kind of hitch or 
mistreatment. [Excerpts] [Lima EL OBSERVADOR in Spanish 13 Sep 83 p 3] 2662 
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BAHAMAS 


COUNTRY SECTION 


PLP YOUTH ARM UNCOVERS ‘DANGEROUS’ ANTI-TOURIST CAMPAIGN 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 31 Aug 83 p 1 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ISAACS URGES OPPOSITION TO U.S. STAND ON BANK SECRECY 


Nassau THE TK °BUNE in English 14 Sep 83 p 1 


[Article by Athena Damianos] 


[Text] 


Vacenfirmed reports 
(hat The Bank of Nova Stotia 
(Canada) turned over the 
Bahama bank's records from its 


under investigation US 
authorities. Columbus Trust's 
licenc. was Gov- 


Mr Isaacs said that the US is 
also trying to pressure the 
United Kingdom, West 
Germany, France and other 
European countries into soft- 
ening their banking secrecy 


1i 


laws. 
He said that the pressure by 
the US is being viewed as an 
attempt to excercise extra- 
territorial jurisdiction. 


permission elease 
fidential information, but 
after a person is charged 





,” he said, adding 
that there s 


confidential information 
without the approval of the 


9 poy ared to the 
a imposed 
the Federal Grand Jury. ” 
The question now is: What 
action, i oy Attorney 
against Scotia 
Bank’s head office for releasing 
confidential information 
without the court’s approval, 
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and what can be done to stop 
other banks from following the 
precedent’! 


es é matic than a 
one,”’ 
Mr Isaacs said that if Gov- 


in driving them vane) out,”’ 
he warned 


| more 
would be aaa Si... 
high-level, diplomatic dis- 
cussions.’’ 

Mr Isaacs said the Scotia 
Bank case will obviously cause a 
lot of concern to US banks with 
branches in the Bahamas. 

“Any bank in the Bahamas 
that has a branch office to the 
US, they by ee be in 
jeopardy of 


reset apnlast 
ceedings brought again 
them,”’ he 
"a think what will happen - in 
fact, it’s 


12 


4 


already - is that banks in the 
Bahamas will be more careful 


very carefully before they can 

Open up an account.”’ 
Mr Isaaes said white the 
US could 


oo a ‘anting industry, 


‘“‘you must remember that more 
pole EB h Ay 

¢ in the 
Bahamab”’ is not done out of 
the US, but from South 
America and Eur 


“It won't kill ‘the the industry, 
but it can hust it,”’ he 


He alse predicted that- 
gomestic banks will be more 
careful about who. take 


no question attempts are 
made all the time to launder hot 
money, drug moziey.”’ 
Attorney-General Paul 
Adderley filed a writ 2 the 
re eee ask- 
ing for an ent 


haan 25 of - hat f the 
sea t 
records were not turned over by 
ugust 29, the bank would have 
10 aay 2 $25,000 2 day fine fine. The 
bank was already paying a $500 
a fine when the ru was 
down. It is believed that 
the bank handed over the 
documents August 26. 
ms tee Cine Se came, Soe Se 
Attorney General’s injunction 
would be meaningless. 








COUNTRY SECTION 


UK PROMISES TO ASSIST IN SETTING UP FREE TRADE ZONE 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 13 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text] 


JOHN EDWARDS, a senior 
British official in the Foreign 
‘Office, has 


pledged Britain’ and 
cooperation in the Bahamas’ 
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yeass since Independence from 
Britain has been 
“‘extsaordinary’’, adding that 


He pointed owt that the 
Bahamas already has 8 
flourishing Defence Force; 
are just developing their 
Defence Force. 7 


this, mainly because of its 
proximity to the United States. 
Stopping off in the Bahamas, 
on his way to the St Kitts/Nevis 
independence celebrations, Mr 
Edwards met with several gov- 
ernment Ministers - yesterday 
and had a ‘‘confidential 


New York yesterday, Mr 
Edwards did meet with Mrs 
Margaret McDonald, Cabinet 
Secretary. 

He also met with Minister of 
Economic Affairs Alfred 


BAHAMAS 
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AGRICULTURAL LAND TOTALING 238,000 ACRES UNDERUTILIZED 
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[Text ] 


SOME 238,000 acres of 


prime agricultural land’’ has 
ogg FA de gs 


| 
; 
: 


i 
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chosen as having the potential 
for diversification was 
e.”’ 

The small grower has been 
the backbone of the food 
production system in the Bah- 
amas for almost five centuries, 


the speaker said. 


The majority of small grow- 
ers in the Bahamas cultivate 
between one and two acres 
under mixed cropping condi- 
tions with peas, beans, cassava 
and corn as staples and 
pre pores » Onions 


Ww 
ogee aes go 
small growers are in 
ano nana Wea at ee 
el of educa- 


In 1973 the Bahamas Agricul- 
tural Research Training and 
Development Project 
(BARTAD) was horn and also 
in that year several hundred 
acres of ‘‘new land’’ in various 


“Through BARTAD, the 
technical capabilities of a cadre 
of Bahamian farmers were 
vastly ‘oved as the devel- 
opment of 40 to 80 acre family 
farms became a reality.”’ 

Farms were organized in a 
combination of farming activi- 
ties such as vegetables, orchard 
trees and livestock in order that 
the farmer could have an 
income comparable to those in 
— er construction, he 








CSO: 





3298/042 





"Sixteen satellite farms were 
established and it was demon- 
strated that with proper man- 
agement Bahamian farmers can 
have an income in the range of 

~~ annum,’’ - 
t 


reported 

iehaa production has in- 
creased from 10.5 million 
dollars in 1974 to 27.0 million 
dollars in 1961. 

He called the development a 

atives an i 

novation which has been 4 
troduced to improve the eco- 
nomic lot of the small grower. 
Of a number of agricultural 
co-operatives the most 
successful a y og Niger 
Co-operative iety, 
where farmers have extended 
themselves into export market- 
ing of their produce. 

wien” Bn = Bahamas — 


eva for Men” Be 


that by the year 5000 8 
population of more than 6 
billion will require an — 
tural output some 50 to 
cem greater than in 1980. 
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ARCHER CASE HELPS SPUR UNION-COVERRMENT DISPUTE 


FNM Appeal to Pindling 
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vodught mor. imo ‘ine wh 
modern democratic thinking 


said that the Orders are too 
‘archaic’ and much too long. 
She said that one change that 
must be made is the order that 
sates if the wife of a public 
servant speaks oul on a 
particulars matter her husband is 
heid 


+, Opposition Lead- 
er { Isaacs said that 
government minisiers, instead 


of showing some sign of concil- 
jatory attitude in their current 
series of public meetings, are 


in a “crusade of 


imtimidation, hatred and 
division among the people.”’ 


“They ate trying to put 
parents against teachers and 
they are doing so, astonishingly 
enough, in the name of the 
children,’’ Mr Isaacs pointed 
out. ‘’The truth is that the PLP 
government has created this 
crisis through their own high- 
handedness and hard- 
headedn-ss. What they are 
doing now will only cause a bad 
situation to get worse, and the 
very ones they prociaim to care 
90 much for --- the children --- 
will be the big losers,’ M 
Isaacs said. 

The FNM has called on 
Government to seize a last 
opportunity for “‘mature and 
statesmaniike’’ action and 
defuse the situation before it 
gets worse. 

: gonciliatory move 


er wae i Mea 


that government is sincere in 
wanting 10 achieve the best 
imterests of the nation’s school 
children and the nation as a 
whole,”’ Mr Isaacs said. “Any- 
thing short of this would justify 
one’s coming to the conclusion 
that Government is merely try- 
ing to provoke a crisis which 
would enable them to suppress 
dissent over the real issue facing 
this nation or even to blame 
—_ for their failure to handle 
{ Paed 

Mr Isaacs said he was refer- 

















Bahamian people, the 
“rampant crime” which causes 
Bahamians to live in daily fear 
for thei lives, and the failure of 
government to produce an ade- 
quate educational sysiem. He 
said he was also referring to the 
deterioration of the infrasiruc- 
ture in New Providence and the 
family islands and the general 
run-down conditions in the 
country. 

‘These inves will not go 
away and it is our duty to keep 
them constantly before the 
public because until we have a 
government capable of dealing 
with these issues and finding 
solutions to these problems, 
there will be no real peace, no 
tranquility and no sense of 
security in our nation,”” Mr 
Isaacs said. 

The Free National Movement 
has denied any association in 
the planning of the teachers 
demonsisation, stressing that 
Mir Archer is not a member of 
the FNM party, has no at- 
rangeniem with them and has 
been promised no teward by 
therm ’ 

Melerring (S remarks made by 
Deputy Prime Minister Hanna, 
who was quoted as saying 
“Why would Leonard Archer 
put his job on the line? They 
probably promised him a 
greater reward,” Mr Isaacs 
stressed: 

**The FNM’s chief role in this 
dispute between the Govern- 
ment and the Bahamas Union 
of Teachers has been to urge 
restraint and at no time did our 
party ever seck to direct or 
influence any course of action 
on the part of the BUT,’ Mr 
Isaacs said. 

Saying that the FNM is 
committed to the defence of the 


fights and freedom of ail 
Bahamian people, regardless of 
their political beliefs, Mr Isaacs 
said that the 1NM is also 
opposed to the victimization of 
any Bahamian because of his 
political convictions of because 
he chooses to exercise his 
constitutional rights and 
freedoms. 

“lt is our opinion that the 
unequal enforcement of General 
Orders against those who are in 
dispute with the government to 
be nothing less than victimiza- 
tion and discrimination and we 
believe that this is exactly what 
has happened in the case of Mr 
Archer,”’ Mr Isaacs said. ‘‘We 
have witnessed the abuse of the 
Civil Service in the political 
imerests of the PLP and we 
have seen senior Civil Servants 
who support the PLP blatantly 
violate General Orders while 
openly getting involved in poli- 
tics on behalf of the PLP. On 
the other hand, supporters of 
the FNM in and out of the Civil 
Service have been victimized, 
imimidated and discriminated 
against in a most vicious fash- 
ion,’ Mir Isaacs said. 

Mr Isaacs also said that the 
FNM has called on the Gov- 
ernment through the press, at 
public meetings and in the 
House of Assembly to ‘‘desist”’ 
from this ‘‘wicked, ungodly and 
unconstitutional practice’ and 
has warned the government 
repeatedly about the bitterness 
generated in the nation because 
of it. 

“All our pleas have fallen on 
deaf ears, and so we have 
common cause with those who 
protest against victimization 
and discrimination despite the 
fact that we might not share 
their political ideology,’’ Mr 


TUC-Pindling Talks 


Isaacs said. 

The FNM also condemned 
the Prime Minister for ‘unkind 
remarks’’ he made about the 
Rev Carlion Francis during his 
speech at Uriah McPhee 
Primary School last week. 

‘Ministers of the Govern. 
ment sometimes pretend to be 
peacemakers and atesmen as 
they talk from visious plat- 
forms, including church pulpits. 
However, it is on occasions like 
these that the truth comes out 
and the real nature of the PLP 
beast is revealed,’’ Mr Isaacs 
said. ‘‘We recall statements 
made in the past about Leonard 
‘Boston Blackie’ Miller and 
the gentleman at ZNS who was 
snobbishly referred 10 as a 
“mere messenger’’ by Minister 
of Youth, 1s and Commu- 
nity Affairs Kendal Nottage."’ 

‘it is precisely this kind of 
arrogamt behaviour which has 
helped to degrade the conduct 
of public affairs in this country 
and set such bad example for 
the younger generation for 
whom the PLP now expresses 
such concern. 

“Mr Francis has served his 
country in many fields,"’ Mr 
Isaacs said. ‘“‘He has been a 
teacher, a trade unionist, a 
Member of Parliament, a 
Minister of Mr Pindling’s Cabi- 
net and a Minister of the 
gospel, Sir Lynden owes him 
and the nation an apology for 
the ill-considered and shameful 
way he attempted to ridicule 
this outstanding Bahamian 
because severe illness over the 
last several years has taken its 

toll of his physical appearance. 
We sympathize with Mr" ancis 
and his family and we assure 
them of our continued respect 
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[Article by Anthuny Forbes] 


[Excerpts] 


TRADE Union Congress 
discussed Gov 


one and e half hour 
with Prime Minister Sir 


17 


and affection,’’ Mr Isaacs said. 
Lyndon at the Cabinet 
Office in the chit Bulid- 
ing. 


And the TUC will hold a 
meeting tonight to give its 
members the details of the 
discussion between the Prime 








Minister and three executives of 
ts union about Mr Leonard 
Archer, who was forced to 
retire as principal of R M Bailey 
High School in the ‘‘public 
interest’. 

The TUC was led in the 
discussion by President 
Arlington Miller, Other execu- 
tives present included first vice 
pr Charles Bethel and 
second vice president Leroy 
**Duke’’ Hanna. 

The three union leaders went 
into the meeting with the Prime 
Minister at 9 am and came out 
at 10:Wam. 

**We had a meeting,”’ said a 
tight-lipped Mr Miller, who is 
also president of the Bahamas 
Public Services Union. ‘We got 
the Prime Minister to meet with 
_-" 

"We will really work from 
where we stand,’’ Mr Miller 
added. ‘‘We will develop as we 

on * 


go on. 
The TUC chief also said: ‘‘If 
there is a need, we will arrange 


another meeting.” 

However, Mr Miller declined 
to reveal the nature of the 
discussion with the Prime 
Minister or the results of the 


meeting. 

TUC First Vice President 
Bethel, who is also president of 
the miltant Bahamas Com- 
munications and Public Officers 
Union, said the TUC asked for 
the meeting with the Prime 
Minister. 


Mr Bethel said the TUC 
executives met with the Prime 
Minister on behalf of Mr 
Archer, who was retired by 
Government on July 31. 


‘lt was cordial, very cor- 
dial,’’ said Mr Bethel. 


The TUC has thrown its full 
support behind Mr Archer and 
has held a rally on the Southern 
Recreation Grounds calling the 
action taken against Mr Archer 
a threat against other unions, 
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Service 


were cancelle 


area groups to go to the rally at 
Christie Park instead. 

Sir Lynden told the crowd 
that there were two reasons why 
Mr Archer wouldn't take his 
case to the Public Service Board 


PRIME MINISTER Pindling 
last night criticised embattled 
Teachers Union president 
Leonard Archer for not ap- 
pealing his case to the Public 
Board and warned that 
teachers who take part in sit-ins 
when school opens next Mon- 
day won't get pai 

Addressing the 
largest rally the PLP has held to 
give their position on the 
premature ‘‘retirement’’ of Mr 
Archer as a school principal ‘‘in 
the public interest’’, Sir Lynden 
said that Mr Archer doesn’t 
have much faith in his own case 
or cise he would ‘“‘put his 
money where his mouth ts.”’ 

Between 800-1,000 people, 
many of them children, at- 
tended the rally at Christie 
Park. ZNS Radio announced 
yesterday that all PLP consti- 
tuency meetings for last night 


represent public servants. 

in ition, the TUC had 
planned a rally for tonight, but 
it was pos to Friday, 

ber 2, when members 
will be informed of the ‘‘great 
day’’ threat by union leaders in 
their battle against Govern. 
ment. 

Government responded to the 
TUC’s announcement of a 
‘great day’’ with a press 
statement of its own warning 
civil servants that they will face 
disciplinary action if they dis- 
rupt the normal operatior of 
the public services vy 
withdrawing their labour. 

ncing the threat as an 
‘outright act of intimidation,’ 
Mr Bethel warned that the 
union will have to meet Gov- 
ernment at the crossroads. 

Mr Miller said the Govern- 
ment warning, made by Deputy 
Prime Minister Arthur Hanna 
last week, meant that everyone 
who cannot say ‘Yes, sir, 


especially those unions that boss’’, will be victimized. 
Pindling at PLP Rally 
of Appeal or Supreme Court. 


third and 


18 


(1)'‘He doesn’t believe in his 
own case enough to put his 
money where his mouth is. (It 
is, in fact, known, that Mr 
Archer intends to take his case 
to the Supreme Court).”’ 

(2) ‘‘ Teachers don't believe in 
Mr Archer's case enough to put 
their money where his mouth is. 
Neither he nor the BUT intend 
to appeal before the Public 
Service Board of Appeal or the 
Supreme Court anyhow. In- 
stead they prefer to hold both 
of those lawfully constituted 


bodies in contempt." 

Mr Archer, in fact, wrote to 
the Public Services Commission 
asking for the opportunity to 
appear before it with a lawyer 
and witnesses. His request was 
ignored and he was dismissed 


without a hearing. 
Sir Lynden said that a state- 
and invited ail ment made by ty Prime 
Minister Arthur Hanna last 


week, warning that public ser- 
vants who take part in de- 
monstrations won't be paid for 
time spent off the job, was 
made ‘‘with the full consent of 
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his colleagues ."’ 

‘He was acting as the 
spokesman for the whole Gov- 
ernmem. it was alleged in 
cefiain sectors that the state- 
ment was a joke. This was no 
(joke). It was a statement for 
the information of the innocent 
general public, who may have 
their rights trampled on,’ Sir 
Lynden said. 

He said there was no major 
trade dispute before the 
Ministry of Labour and that a 
strike vote taken by the Pilots 
Union last week was not in 
accordance with the law. 

On the matter of sit-ins, Sir 
Lynden warned that ‘‘people 
who turn up at school and don’t 
teach’’ are just as bad as those 
who don'ts up at all. 

He once again blamed the 
Vanguard Socialist Party and 
right-wing Free National 
Movement of trying to gain 
political mileage out of the 


Archer affair. 

‘*There is ample evidence to 
show that the radical wing of 
the INM would wekome a 
confromatwn. Although both 
Vanguard and Workers Party 
members were in Rawson 
Square on Wednesday, the 
10th, and Wednesday the 17th, 
it was the FNM that took the 
lead in making the most noise 
and causing the greatest 
obstruction,”’ he said. 

‘The FNM sought to take 
over the demonstrations and 
capitalize on the issue, but both 
interventions by the FNM 
backfired,’’ Sir Lynden 
clasmed. 

‘‘In typical fashion the FNM 
tried to get the best of both 
worlds and are ptepared to 
further politicise the civil service 
and ferment disaffection and 
disorder for purely political 
reasons,”” he said. 


TUC Public Statement 


IN THE interest of ‘‘law, 
order, justice and fairplay’’ the 
Trade Union Congress today 
urged Government to recom- 
mend to the Public Service 
Commission that it set aside its 


with Prime Minister Pindling at 
his Cabinet office on Monday 
to discuss the Archer affair, the 
TUC warned that Government's 
plan to re-employ retired 
persons to replace public sector 


workers will ‘‘backfire because 
the Bahamian people will not 
stand for it.”’ 

“The TUC understands,’’ 


said the union statement, ‘‘that 
the Government is now hiring 
teachers abroad without in- 
terviewing them, and have 
asked retired Pg nes to be 
pores to be re-employed. 
¢ TUC has heard that other 
retired persons have been asked 
to be ready to be employed in 
other areas of the public 
service. What the Government 
appears to be doing is to be in 
readiness to do a Ronald 
Reagan in the Bahamas, and 
dismiss public sector workers.”’ 

This was a reference to 
President Reagan's handling of 
the air traffic controllers strike 
last year when the U § ad- 
ministration ordered 13,000 
striking controllers to go back 
to work or be fired. When 
12,000 members of the union 
ignored the ultimatum, - 
ernment sent out dismissal 
notices. Those controllers who 
did not go back to work were 
replaced. 

The TUC also announced 
plans for a Freedom, Justice 
and Fairplay Rally for 6:30 pm 
tomorrow at the Southern Rec- 
reation grounds, following 
Government’s series of Law and 





Onder rallies, the last of which 
ss to be held tomght at the 
Golden Gates shopping centre, 

The TUC sally will begin 
tomorrow with a candlelight 
procession, which begins at the 
Southern Recreation Grounds, 
and proceeds to Chapel Strect, 
Market Street and back to the 
Grounds. The TUC has invited 
all trade union leaders and 
members, including the unions 
not affiliated with TUC, to 
attend the rally. 

Explaining its appeal for 
contributions to the teachers 
Legal Defence Fund, the union 
says that if Government does 
not change its mind in the 
Archer firing, “a long and 
costly legal battle is antici- 
pated’’. However, should Gov- 
ernment change its mind the 
special fund ‘‘for the protection 
of the rights of all workers will 
be established by the TUC from 
the contributions’’. 

The Trade Union Congress 
will also join the trade unions in 
Grand Bahama in a mass rally 
on Monday, Septmber Sth, 
when the TUC leadership will 
attend the rally and speak on 
the issues. 


In its release the TUC said it 
was ‘‘pleased that the Prime 
Minister has at last realized that 
the Government's firing of Mr 
A Leonard Archer has raised 
issues which are far larger than 
Mr Archer."’ 





Continued the release: ‘The 
Trade Union Movement te- 
cogmized this fact from the 
moment Mr Archer received his 
first letters from the Ministry of 
Education, and we ate pleased 
that the Vrime Minsster is at last 
ceeing his Government's actions 
in the proper perspective 

“We agree with the Prime 
Minister that the real issue is 
what kind of Bahamas do we 
wamt. The TUC recognised 
immediately that the Cwvern- 


ment’s action raised issues of 
the freedom of trade unions to 
function as trade unions; the 
issue of freedom of speech; the 
issue of justice, fairpl-’ and 
due process, and whet... indi- 
viduals, including Mr A 
Leonard Archer, have the right 
to exercise them. The issue is 
indeed whether democracy - 
which requires law, order, 
justice and fairplay - is indeed a 
part of the Bill of Rights of 
every Bahamian citizen, in- 
cluding Mr A Leonard Archer. 
“The TUC hopes now that 
the Prime Minister has fe- 
cognized the real issue, that he 
will desist from his undignified 
campaign agains: Mr Archer, 
and will end his attempts to 
arouse the emotions of his 
supporters against Mr Archer, 
the teachers and all trade union 
leaders and members. His Gov- 
ernment’s call for vigilante 
action by PLP supporters, and 


Isaacs at FNM Rally 
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his call for a confromation 
between parents and teachers, is 
the very opposite of Law, 
Order, Justice and Fauplay. 

“The TUC calls upon Gov- 
ernment, in the interest of Law, 
Order, Justice and Fairplay, to 
recommend to the Public 
Service Commission to set aside 
its decision, and to conduct a 
proper hearing into the charges 
made against Mr Archer. Since 
it was the Government, through 
its agencies, the Ministry of 
Education and the department 
of Public Personnel, which 
made the recommendation to 
the Public Service Commission 
that Mr Archer be retired in the 
public interest, then we can see 
no reason why the Government 
cannot be big enough to send 
another recommendation to the 
Public Service Commission re- 

uesting that they review their 

ision to retire Mr Archer in 
the public interest, a decision, 
which many members of the 
public do not regard as being 
taken in their interest, and 
which is causing so much 
anguish in this nation. 

“The TUC wishes to remind 
the Government that it is the 
Government which has pro- 
voked the present crisis by 
taking an action which the 
unions warned could cause 4 
confrontation. Therefore if a 
confrontation occurs, the blame 
must be laid squarely at the feet 
of the Government.’’ 








[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpts] 


FREE National Movement 
Leader Kendal Isaacs told a 
rally last night that the Pro- 
gressive Liberal Party Govern- 
ment is ‘‘running scared,”’ and 
that the salvation of the country 
depends on Bahamians standing 
up to defend their freedorns. 

Mr Isaacs, MP for Delaporte, 
also charged that the PLP are 
holding their law and order 
rallies in an attempt to frighten 
and intimidate the people 
through threats in order to 
divert their attention from the 
Government's management of 
the economy and neglect of the 


20 


country’s infrastructures. 

‘1 think all of us over the last 
few months must have realized 
that the PLP & running sared. 
Not even the ition has 
held 40 many public meetings,”’ 
Mr Isaacs told over 400 persons 
attending the party's ‘Report 
To The People’ rally at the A F 
Adderley auditorium. 

Also speaking at the rally 
were ‘Blue Hills MP Arthur 
Foulkes, Carmichael MP Frank 
Waison, former Speaker 
Arlington Butler, Torchbearers 
President Tommy Turnquest 
and Torchbearers Students Ac- 





tion Committee chairman Car! 
Bethe! 

Mr Isaacs said that threats of 

intimidation were made by 

¢ at recent PLP rallies 
and even the pilots, whose 
union has taken a strike vote 
against Bahamasair, were 
threatened. 

He said that remarks by PLP 
Ministers were certainly threats 
and “if such is such’’, then 
there could be confrontation 
and there could be violence. 

Crying shame on the Gov- 
ernmem for such threats and 
intimidation, Mr Isaacs said he 
was proud of the Torchbearers 
who took part in a peaceful 
demonsisation on Bay Street 
two weeks ago. 

“| emphasize peaceful de- 


monstration because to my 
observation, that 1s exactly what 
it was,’’ he said. 

He said that because the 
young people jeered and booed 
Government members, the 
police were deliberately set 
upon them and committed acts 
of violence against them 

“You know, it was more 
deliberate than a lot of us 
realized, because the ones who 
were arrested had been decided 
upon and the one person they 
were instructed not to arrest 
was Mr Leonard Archer,”’ said 
Mr Isaacs. 

The FNM Leader said he saw 
Mr Arche: being dragged across 
the street by policemen on the 
televisions screen. He did not 
see him trying to run away, 4% 


Anti-Union Charge 


Prime Minister Pindling had 
claimed at one of his ‘‘Law and 
Order’’ rallies. 


He said that the PLP won the 
last election through fear, intim- 
idation and cheating and im- 

lored Bahamians from Grand 

hama to Inagua not to let 
happen in 1987 what occurred 
in 1982. 

He said that Bahamians must 
realize that the PLP are prof- 
iting from sunning the Govern- 
ment while the are 
suffering and that t LP will 
not lie down and let the FNM 
or any other party take over. 

He asked Bahamians to put 
their fear aside and recognize 
that the next election may be 
the last to have an opportunity 
to freely choose a government. 
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FORMER Tourism Minister 
Arthur Foulkes declared last 
night that the official opposi- 
tion Free National Movement is 
100 per cent together on the 
Leonard Archer issue and is the 
only party in the country that 
has no designs on the trade 
union movement, 

Mr Foulkes, the FNM MP 
for Blue Hills, also charged that 
Prime Minister Sir Lynden 
Pindling is anti-rade union and 
is trying to smash the union 
movement in the Bahamas. 

Telling hundreds of FNM 
supporters at the party's ‘‘Re- 
port To The People’’ rally at 
the A F Adderley auditorium 
that the PLP Government has 
seen its own handwriting on the 
wall, Mr Foulkes criticized the 
Prime Minister for ridiculing 
former Cabinet Minister Rev 
Carlton Francis. 

Mi Foulkes was one of 
several speakers attending the 
rally, the first by the FNM since 
Mr Archer, president of the 
Bahamas Union of Teachers 
and secretary general of the 
Trade Union Congress, was 
retired from the public service 
as a teacher on July 31, 

Mr Foulkes told the crowd 
that the handwriting on the wall 


is not the handwriting of the 
FNM, the BUT or that of Mr 
Archer, but is the handwriting 
of the PLP Government. 

Commenting on the attack on 
Mr Francis by the Prime 
Minister at a recent PLP rally, 
Mr Foulkes said that the FNM 
had told the Bahamian people 
13 years ago that the PLP 
Government was ‘‘petty, 
spiteful and vindictive."’ 

He said that the Prime 
Minister goes from church to 
church talking about healing 
wounds. 

‘Healing what wounds? He 
is a Mastercrat opening 
wounds,”’ said Mr Foulkes. 
‘*His attack on Carl Francis was 
an attempt to open a wound in 
the heart of a man who has 
served his country well. He was 
attempting to open a wound in 
the heart of a man who has 
suffered iliness for the past 
seven years.”’ 

Mr Foulkes said that the 
Prime Minister attempted to 
open a wound in the of 
Mr Francis’ family and the 
attack was cruel, devoid of 
sensitivity and totally lacking in 
compassion. 

He said that Mr Francis was 
the Prime Minister's colleague 











for many years and was his 
Minister of Finance and one of 
those who fought to bring the 
Prime Minister 10 power then 
left when his conscience would 
no longer allow him to remain 
inthe PLP. 

‘Suppose we start making 
fun of people because of their 
physical appearances,’’ Mr 
Foulkes said. ‘Just imagine if 
we start talking about how tall 
who is and just imagine if we 
start talking about who eye 
needs focusing.”’ 

"When we were being made, 
none of us had the power to say 
J want to be short, none of us 
had the power to say I want to 
have green or blue eycs, none of 
us had the power to say I want 
this or that or the other thing, 
whether it is an eye that is out 
of focus or a body made small 
by disease,”’ he said. 

Calling the Prime Minister an 
anti-trade union leader who is 
attempting to smash the trade 
union movement in the Bah- 
amas, Mr Foulkes said that the 
Prime Minister has charmed 
and .ajoled trade unions 
through an iniquitous marriage 
called the Memorandum of 
Understanding. 

He noted that Salem MP 
David Knowles, former presi- 
dent of the TUC and the Hote! 
Union, and South Beach MP 
Edward Bobby Gilinton, secre- 
tary general of the hotel union, 
were elected to er under the 
arrangement of the memoran- 
dum, dissolved by the PLP 
prior to the 1982 general elec- 
tions. 

He said that Mr Knowles is 
now a consultant to Resorts 
international on the opposite 
side of the table from the 
working man. 

“The Memorandum of Un- 
derstandiung was nothing but a 
sell out, a crude deception of 
the working peopie,”’ Mr 
Foulkes declared. 

**We say that the record will 
show that there is one political 
party in this country that has no 
designs on the trade union 
movement and that party is the 
Free National Movemer ° ~* 
said. 

‘We do not want a ma..iage 
with them, we do not want ta 
prostitute them, we do not want 
the trade union movement to 
become an “9 of the 
FNM “6 we do not want to 


become an appendage of any 
trade union either,’’ Mr Foulkes 
added. 

He pointed out that once the 
leaders of trade unions are 
under the discipline of a politi- 
cal party, then they are no 
longer free as trade unions. 

On the Prime Minister's 
charge that the FNM is split 
down the miidle on the Archer 
issue, Mr Foulkes said: ‘‘Now, 
you see, Mr Pindling is living in 
the past, because there is no 
split in our organization. Our 
party is 100 per cent on this 
issue,”’ 

‘What we say is that we care. 
Stop victimizing whether it is 
Archer or whoever. Whether it 
is a Marxist, a PLP of a 
Vanguard, whatever, don‘t vic- 
timize,’’ he said. 

He said that in the House of 
Assembly, the Prime Minister 
looks across the green carpet at 
the 11 FNM members and 
wonders if he could only split 
them. 

“But there is no split,’’ Mr 
Foulkes declared. ‘‘There will 
be no split because we know 
where we are going.”’ 

Mr Foulkes said the FNM is 
headed for the Churchill Build- 
ing and all the ministries and 
that the party intends to get 
there peacefully and all 
together. 

Mr Foulkes also balked at the 
PLP law and order rallies 
noting that during the historic 
vote of no confidence against 
the Prime Minister in the early 
1970s, PLP supporters outside 
the House could be heard 
shouting out for the ‘Dissident 
Eight’ to be killed. (Mr Foulkes 
was one of the Dissident Eight 
who left the Pindling govern- 
ment). 

“This certain lady stood up 
on the floor of the House and 
said after the vote, ‘now we 
know where we are going’.”” Mr 
Foulkes recalled. ‘‘We knew too 
where they were going. They 
were going straight to hell and 
we did not mind that ... their 
going straight to hell, but we 
were afraid they were going to 
take the country along with 
them.”’ 

“And this hell has. been 
created by the PLP Govern- 
ment,’’ he said. ‘‘Archer is not 
in power, the FNM is not in 
power, the Vanguard is not in 
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power. The PLP Government is 
in wa 

said that he wonders if Mr 
Archer knew what his mistake 
was that caused him to be 
retired in the public interest by 
the Governor-General on the 
advice of the Public Services 
Commission. 

“I, for one, am convinced 
that Mr Archer would not have 
been rf to the Public 
Service ission until he got 
in a public fight with the 
Lady,’ Mr Foulkes said. 
“When you cross the Lady, | 
can tell you, you are in 
trouble.’’ 

Mr Foulkes also said he 
agreed with Prime Minister Sir 
Lynden when he said that the 
issue is not Mr Archer and told 
the crowd present that the 
Prime Minister, his ruling Pro- 
gressive Liberal Party Govern- 
ment and victimization are the 
issues. 

On the issue of whether the 
actions of the BUT in de- 
monstrating outside parliament 
several weeks ago were legal or 
not, Mr Foulkes said that the 
1958 general strike was illegal 
and it happened because the 
issue was bigger than whether 
or not the strike was legal. 

He said that in 1965, the 
Prime Minister sat in the middle 
of Bay Street, threw the Mace 
out of the window of the House 
of Assembly and became the 
first Member of Parliament to 
wear a placard inside the House 
- not former Coconut Grove 
MP Edmund Moxey. 

He recalled that not too long 
ago, the Prime Minister and 
PLP members picketed the 
Bahamas Oil Refining Com- 
pany in Freeport, Grand 
Bahama without having an 
industrial dispute. 

According to Mr Foulkes, Mr 
Archer did not bring parliament 
into disrepute, but the PLP 
does sO at just about every 
sitting, including the last sitting 
when they ted a salary 
increase to parliamentarians 
throughout the night of August 
17, and the 1983 Budget in two 
days. 

At every meeting, he said, no 
member breaks the rules more 
than House Leader and Deputy 
Prime Minister Arthur Hanna, 
who next to the Speaker, is 
most responsible for upholding 
the rules of the House. 











Minister on Disciplinary Changes 
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(Excerpt EDUCATION Minister 
pt] Darrell Rolle declared last night 

that neither he, nor his ministry 

will become involved in ‘“‘any 

secret deal’’ with the Bahamas 

Union of Teachers to deduct 

$20 from each of the nation’s 

2,300 educators’ salaries to go 

towards the legal fund of retired 

BUT President Leonard Archer. 

The Minister also said that 
this will be the first time in the 
history of the Bahamas that a 
new school year will start off 
with ‘‘a plan of sorts’’ - a sit-in 
by the BUT - that only parents 
can control. 

In his lengthy address to a 
Law and Order rally calied by 
the PLP at the Golder Gates 

ng Centre, the Minister 
ernment will not allow 


the country’s educational in- 
stitutions to slip any further. It 
— on the brakes, he said. 

6 Rolle said his Ministry 
has a review of the 
disciplinar ocess in the 
schools other aspects of the 
teaching functions to set new 
guidelines that are clear enough 
so that nobody can play the 
fool in the future. 

He told hundreds, undaunted 
by a slight drizzle of rain during 
the early part of the ‘aeceting, 
that he proposes to re-examine 
the role of the school boards 
and committees and will submit 
both the review of disciplinary 

ocesses and the role of the 

ds and committees for 
consideration by the PTA and 
for general community interest. 


BCPOU Criticism 
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[Excerpts] PRESIDENT Charles Bethel 
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vidence. 

Mr Bethel also urged mem- 
bers of the hotel union to put 
pressure on President Thomas 
Bastian and let him know that it 
is time for them to take home 
more money. 

‘le noted that MA ger 
nig..t, Playboy casino, whic 

its doors in 1978, closed 
leaving 150 employees out of 
work and that two weeks before 
that the Xanadu hotel in 
Freeport, Grand Bahama, 
closed, also leaving workers 
unemployed. 

“We are talking about the 
thousands that are unemployed. 
All we are doing is increasing 
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that,’’ he said. 

He pointed out that govern- 
ment is saying that there are 
more tourists in this country 
than ever before and that 
statistics reveal that the Bah- 
amas now has 400,000 more 
tourists than we had a year ago 
this month. 

‘*| believe them. They ain't 
lig. That's true,”"’ Mr Bethel 
said. “But what's happening. 
The hotels them are not pre- 
pared to hire any more staff but 
these union people who are 
responsible for | workers 
should reassess their position.”’ 

He said workers in the 
country must realize that if 
Government carries oui and 
succeeds in dismissing Mr Ar- 
cher, then unions in this 
country would be a forgotten 
thing. 

‘Remember in Communist 
Poland, even the workers are 
rebelling against Communism,”’ 
he said. ‘So why can't you, if 
you are free, like the Prime 














Minister asking you to repeat 
alier him-at the rally that os 
free’. If you are free, why can't 
you join the union of your 
choice?"’ 


Setting the record clear on a 


particular matter, Mr Bethel, 
the TUC 
that wherever he goes, he hears 
that a new label has been put on 
union leaders, ‘‘a new name 
that we are a bunch of Com- 
munists.”’ 


vice president, said 


He said he received an anon- 


ymous letter informing him that 
Mr Archer and the rest are 
Communists and that obviously 
the person who wrote the letter 
had PLP sentiments. 


“But | want to tell that 


individual something,’’ M: 
Bethel said. ‘Did you know 
that Senator Maynard, the 
former repressive chairman of 
the PLP, has been to socialist 
Guyana for training. Remember 
that?’’ 


He also noted that Govern- 


ment sends athietcs to Cuba to 
attend the Pan Am Games. 


Noting that Mr Archer is 


being called a Communist for 
inviting formes democratic so- 
cialist Prime Minister of 
Jamaica, Michael Manley, here 
in June, Mr Bethel said that the 
governmeni on the other hand 
brought Mr P J Patterson, a 
ty Prime Minister 
under Mr Manley, to lecture at 


former 
the College of the Bahamas. 


“Not only that, we had 
another prominent Minister in 
the Manley government who 
was the Chief Justice in this 
country,” Mr Bethel said. 
“You see, yOu forget too Much 
and listen to what the PLP 


says.”” 


**So those of you who are 
saying that Leonard and the rest 


of us are Communists, 


member what your government 
did. They brought in these same 
socialist people in this country, 
but now they are saying that we 


are Communists,’ he said. 
He said t now, what is 
really ing is that the 


cones of the government has 


turning in a somewhat 
different direction and unions 
must be caseful and understand 


what is occurring. 


Call for Inquiry 
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[Text ] 


CALLING for a Commission 
of Inquiry to investigate the 
Ministry of Education, BUT 
President Leonard Archer 
claimed the Ministry had not 
appointed school committees 
and governing bodies for 
primary and secondary schools 
as required by the Education 
Act. 

Mr Archer said it was a pity 
that parents did not take up the 
Prime Minister's call to take 
their children to school. How- 
ever, he said that if the Prime 
Minister was serious he would 
have declared a half day holiday 
for all government employees so 
that they could take their 
children to school. 

Speaking on government's 
law, order and discipline rallies, 
Mr Archer inted out the 
indiscipline of the Ministry of 
Education in not having school 
repairs started until it was 


almost time for schools to 
reopen. 

Mr Archer said the electricity 
in three schools in Grand 
Bahama had not been turned on 
until Sunday, only two days ago 
because, he claimed, the bills 
had mot been paid. He also 
claimed that a primary school in 
Freeport, wu construction 
for the past 18 months, which 
was scheduled to open on 
Monday, has not done so 
because there is not a piece of 
furniture in the school. 

Mr Archer pointed out sec- 
tion 15.1 in the Education Act 
which states that for every 
primary school maintained by 
the Minister of Education, there 
shal be a school committee. 
Section 16.1 states that for 
every secondary school 
maintained by the Minister 
there shall be a governing body 
appointed. 
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“if the government is con- 
cerned about law and order in 
this country and if the Attorney 
General says this is a law- 
abiding country, how come 
theis own laws have not been 
implemented yet,’"’ Mr Archer 
asked. 

**The reason why the Minister 
does not implement this act is 
because it means that when they 
do, the control of the school 
goes to the parents of the 
children who attend that 
school,’’ Archer claimed. 

He explained that the gov- 
erning body is supposed to be 
composed of three parents 
elected by parents and two 


re eres 
Mew” eA 


in his opinion ‘‘if the Ministry 
of Education were a private 
business, every senior 

there would have been fired 


me B... 


Parliament, be for 
Bahamians, so | t can 
have the benefits of those . 
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PUBLIC SERVICES UNION ASSAILS GOVERNMENT FOR ‘DECEPTION’ 
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[Text ] 


THE “ ive public re- 
marks’’ by PLP leaders at 
recent law and order rallies is a 
diversion to legitimize the con- 
tinued existence of the Govern- 
ment in the face of serious 
problems, including youth 
unemployment, crime and 
drugs, the Bahamas Public 
Services Union charged Tues- 


oy ne 
Bahamas Public Services 
Union said it viewed with the 
‘utmost gravity and disdain”’ 
the recent behaviour and state- 
ments by Government leaders. 
“The deceptive public re- 
marks while intimating a theme 
of ‘law and order’ can only be 
translated as dictatorial threats 
of disciplinary action against 
Government workers, who dare 
to believe that they enjoy 
freedom of association, be it 
union, political or religious,’’ 
the union said. 


In the union's inion the 
remarks made on Wednesday, 
August 24, by the ty Prime 


Minister undermined the very 
foundation of the constitution, 
said the union release signed by 
Secretary-General Eric Darville. 

**From his statements and the 
continuous efusion from the 
apex of the Government we 
must conclude that the workers 
are no longer inheritors or 
successors to these family of 
islands, and do not enjoy the 
fundamental rights and 
freedoms,’’ it added. 

The union claimed the labour 
of the workers has been 
exploited and their lives 
frustrated. 

The union noted that the 
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ruling Progressive Liberal Party 
claims its rallies are being held 
to educate the masses on law 
and order and threatens to whip 
the workers back into line “‘into 
the colonial era of slaves or 
bondsmen.”’ 


**History should remind our 
Governmem that the colonial 
Government threatened workers 
in 1942 and 1958,"’ the union 
said. ‘‘The results became mile- 
stones for the people of the 
Bahamas and gravestones for 
the colonialists.’’ 

‘‘Our Government should act 
on facts and not on the 
unreliable and irresponsible 
sip-sip that emotes from party 
hicks, be they Cabinet Ministers 
or teen-age Liberals,’’ the union 
said. 
According to the statement, 
the BPSU at no time held a 
meeting or had discussions. th 
would indicate a desire 1t 
violate law and order. The 
union wondered if it was 
Government's wish to ‘‘goad 
the workers into some form of 
industrial action or violation of 
law and order.’’ 

Would it be, the union asked, 
that ‘‘Government needs a 
diversion to legitimize its con- 
tinued existence in the face of 
serious youth unemployment, 
high crime, with drugs and 
alcoholism at a high rate and 
the recent astronomical salary 
increases, approved by them 
while protestors for the fun- 
damental rights of civil servants 
are held incommunicado only to 
experience the true meaning of: 
‘| am free, | am free, no one, 





BAHAMAS 
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f i the principle that 
workers have the right to 


But the union said it will not 
cower under the intimidation or 
veiled threats and will zealously 
guard every basic human right 
of members at any cost. 

**As a responsible trade un- 
ion, we are aware of the 
precarious nature of our eco- 
nomic structures and condi- 
tions, and petty-minded politi- 
cians should guard their col- 
ossal salaries with this in 
mind,’ said the union. 

**Therefore, in the interest of 
Jaw and order, the preservation 
of industry, loyalty, Christian 
values and unity, we invite our 
ak ce oe nae 


open dialogue with wand the 
sade Union Congress, re- 
cognizing the fact that our 
country’s reputation for the 
democratic process is at stake,”’ 
the union statement added. 
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NBC DRUG CHARGES LEAD TO INQUIRY, EXCHANGE OF ACCUSATIONS 


Royal Commission Appointment 
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[Text ] 


FORMER CHIEF Justice Sir James Smith, 
Kt, CBE, has consented to serve as president of a 
Royal Commission to inquire into allegations by 
NBC News of a link between Bahamian 
government officials and drug smugglers. 

Prime Minister Sir Lynden Pindling has 
moved for the appointment of a ‘‘biue ribbon’’ 
commission. Sit James, a former Chief Justice of 
the Bahamas and now a member of the Bahamas 
Court of Appeals, has agreed to head it. 


The 70 year-old Sir James became a Bahamas. 
Supreme Court Judge in 1965, was made Senior 
Justice in 1975 and appointed Chief Justice in 
1978. He served until retirement at the age 67 in 


1980. 

Prime Minister Pindling announced he would 
advise the Governor-General to appoint a Royal 
Commission to inquire into the NBC television 
broadcasts of September 5; all matters relating to 
drug trafficking in the Bahamas and to 
determine whether Ministers of his Government, 
members of Parliament and other politicians 
“‘are or were involved in drug trafficking 
activities now or at any time.”’ 

A Royal Commission was last appointed in 
1967 to inquire into casino gambling and 
activities of members of the then goverment of 
the Bahamas. 


FNM Objections 
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[Text ] 


Behames Chief Justice Sir 
James Smith to head the 


investigation. } 

The FNM thought it grossly 
unfair to ‘‘require this 
particular service’’ of Sir James 
and asked Prime Minister 
Pindling to reconsider the ap- 
pointment. 

The Prime Minister ap- 
pointed the Royal Commission 
after allegations by NBC 
Nightly News that an American 
fugitive heads a drug operation 
at Norman’s Cay, ‘‘protected 
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by Bahamian officials and tol- 
erated by American diplo- 
mats.”’ 

Said the FNM in a prepared 
statement: 

‘We hasten to say we have 
the greatest respect for Sir 
James and in no way do we 
intend to impugn his integrity. 
However, we have to point out 
that Sir James has been closely 
connected with the Bahamas for 
many years, and all of these 
years have been spent in the 
employment of the Bahamas 
Government. He is now a 
resident of the Bahamas with 
the hope of permanently retir- 
ing here. We think it is grossly 
unfair to Sir James himself to 
require this particular service of 
him and we ask Prime Minister 





Pindling to reconsider his ap- 
pointment. 

‘In any event, we respect- 
fully call on Sir James, in these 
special circumstances, 
graciously to decline this ap- 
poiniment. It is imperative that 
this Commission charged with 


oo nen et 
clected of in our , be, 


and also appear to be, com- 
prised of persons who are 
completely i t of and 
unconnected with the Bahamas. 

**it must be remembered that 
the allegations giving rise to the 
appointment of a Commission 
of Enquiry include no less a 
person than the Prime Minister 
himself and to avoid the ap- 
pearance of an accused person 
selecting his own judge and 
jury, we strongly urge, although 
not legally required, that this is 
@ proper instance in which the 
justice of the case requires that 
the members of the Commission 
should be appointed only after 
the fullest consultation with the 
Leader of the Opposition. 

“it is common knowledge 
that the islands of the Bahamas 
have been and are being used as 
a drug transshipment centre by 
criminal elements smuggling 
dr from points south into 
the United States. 

Whether a particular island 





such as Norman's Cay is being 
used for this purpose at this 
moment does not, in ovr 
opinion, strike at the heart of 
the matter. We have heard 
abundant rumours that it had 
been used in the past and for 
many months before a Bahamas 
Police Force contingent was 
permanently stationed there. 

“What is important to the 
Bahamian public and to the 
reputation of the counitry in the 
outside world is whether there is 
any substance to the al ions 
that high ranking Bahamian 
officials have been to 
provide protection for the 
drug-runners. For the sake of 
the individuals who have been 
named and for the sake of the 
ysl A as a whole, these 
allegations must be vigorously 
investigated. 

‘*We therefore call on all the 
relevant authorities in the Unit- 
ed States to allow any of their 
agents who might be able to 
assist in this effort to come to 
the Bahamas and to testify 
freely before the Commissio~ 
We expect, of course, that 
Bahamian law officers, past and 
present, will also be allowed 
and encouraged to make 
whatever contributions they can 
to the work of the Com- 
mission.’’ 


Commission's Deputy Chief 
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{Text ] 


BAHAMIAN-BORN Angli- 
can Bishop of Barbados, Rev 
Drexel W Gomez, is the second 

son named as a member of 
the ‘‘blue-ribbon’’ Royal 
Commission called for by Prime 
Minister Sir Lynden Pindling to 
investigate allegations of Gov- 
ernment links with drug smug- 


s. 

The allegations came in 
broadcasts’ by NBC News on 
Mon ‘ay. 

in January Bishop Gomez, as 
chairman of the Barbados 
Christian Council, took action 
10 examine the issue of 

mbling in Barbados and work 
Of its eradication. 

in a charge to the 1980 Synod 
at St Michael's Cathedral in 


Bortuadas, t Bishop identified 
were putling the 
Christian faith to the tes. 


“Among items mentioned were: 


The increasing attractiveness 
of gambling as a means of 
acquiring quick money; ever- 
growing attraction of alcohol 
and drugs as expressions of 
authentic lifestyles and increas- 
ing pressure to make political 
affiliation absolute in every 
sphere of life and its attendant 
abuse of power. 

Bishop Gomez was educated 
at Government High School, 
Nassau, Codrington College, 
Barbados, and Durham Univer- 
sity, England. After serving as a 
parish priest in many islands of 
the Bahamas he served & 
Diocesan Financial Secretary in 
the administration of former 
Bishop Markham. 

He was appointed Bishop of 
Barbados in June, 1972. 
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[Text } 





PRIME MINISTER Sir 
Lynden Pindling last night ac- 
cused the United States Na- 
tional Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (NBC), The Tribune and 
the official opposition Free 
National Movement of acting 
together concerning the allcga- 
tions of corruption levelled at 
the Government in an NBC 
broadcast Monday night. 

**Now I have no doubt in my 
mind that NBC, the FNM and 
The Tribune are in ihis,"’ The 
Prime Minister declared at an 
open-air rally at the Donald 
Davis Junior High School. 
**And they are in it together. | 
have no doubt in my mind 
abou! twa.” ” bf%, 

Addressing hundreds of sup- 
porters, Sit Lynden also 
declared that ‘‘ no FBI (Federal 
Bureau of Investigation)’’ and 
‘no IRS (Internal Revenue 
Service)’ are going to come to 
the Bahamas and tell the 
Bahamian police and the 
Central Bank what to do. “If 
they want information on a 
bank, if they want information 
on the police, go through the 
fromt door,’’ the Prime Minister 
said. ‘‘There is no back door.’’ 

‘And if they put me on their 
hit fist for that, | can’t help 
that. You see | make my pled 


to you the Bahamian ; 
You elected me. Néeely kay: 
where clse clected me,” he 
added 


There is no FBI who is 
going to come in here and tell 
the Bahamian police what to 


do,” he said. ‘‘There is no IRS 
who is going to come in here 
and tell the Central Bank of the 
Bahamas what to do.”’ 

The Prime Minister was re 
sponding to charges aired on 
NBC that Norman's Cay in the 
Exumas, has been a major base 
for the smuggling of marijuana 
and cocaine to the United 
States, and that the cay has a 
million-dollar paved runway 
plus refrigerated hangars for 
storage of tons of cocaine. 

The report also said that 
fugitive financier Robert Vesco 
heads the drug operation and is 


protected by the Bahamian 
officials, whom NBC claim a 


Inetine Depevement.iacelitge nce 
report alleged are being 
paid 000 a month by Vesco 
associates. 

According to NBC, the FBI 
was planning to attempt to 
arrest Youth Minister Kendal 
Nottage. According to NBC the 
plan was to take him on a yacht 
in international waters and 
offer him a bribe with hidden 
cameras on him, but the plan 
was blocked by the US Am- 
bassador to the Bahamas, Dr 
Lev Dobriansky. In an NBC 
interview Dr Dobriansky said: 
**l stopped it ..."’. 

In accusing the FNM, The 


together in the report, the 
Prime Minister said that at the 
August 2%h rally by the Gov- 
ernment at Christie Park, at- 
tended by the Guardian, The 
Tribune, The Herald and NBC, 
he spoke from a prepared text. 
‘At the end of the meeting, 
the Guardian requested a copy 
of my address, ZNS requested a 
copy of my address, The Herald 
requested a copy of my address, 
The Tsibune reporter was 


_asked: ‘Aren't you going to 
‘cover the story’ and he said: ‘I 


am going to get it off the NBC 
tape’,”’ the Prime Minister told 
the crowd. 

‘*That’s OK,”’ he said. ‘‘That 
didn’t mean anything at that 
time. But the next date to which 
1 would like to draw your 
attention is the following 
Monday. The date now is 
September Sth. Something big 
was planned to happen on 
September Sth. Everybody was 
talking about this big day, 
September Sth.”’ 

**| do not believe it was no 
accident that it was September 
Sth,’ he said. “But things 
started going wrong from 
August 10th, but the only thing 
was NBC didn‘t know that. 
Things went further wrong on 
August 17 and the only thing 
a that NBC didn’t know 
{ Pata 

He said that on Monday, 
September 5th, The Tribune hit 








the streets of Nassau and ‘The 
Tribune could tell you what 
time the NBC broadcast was 
coming on that night. It could 
tell you the exact time it was 
coming on the next neve ll 

‘Now I can underst why 
The Tribune reporter did not 
wamt a copy of my speech,”’ he 
said. ‘They were working hand 
in hand toget ‘er. It’s as clear as 
da * 


The Prime Minister said that 
by two o'clock Tuesday, the 
FNM had a news release, not ir, 
Nassau, but in Miami on 
WINZ. 

**We know from the last time 
that there was su to be a 

al strike, | heard it on 

INZ that 14,000 people would 
stop work in Nassau and 
airports closed and docks closed 
and everything closed,’ he said. 

**| heard that on WINZ and | 
looked down there and | see 
everybody working,’’ the Prime 
Minister said. ‘‘And so | know 
the connection there as well.’’ 

The Prime Minister said that 
the NBC story was broadcast on 
Monday night, September Sth, 
and the Miami Herald carried 
the story the following day, 
Tuesday, September th. 

He said that The Tribune did 
not print the facts because it 
knew them to be libelous and if 
it had printed it in the Bah- 
amas, what the laws of the 
Bahamas say. 

**They may be crazy, but they 
ain't fool,’’ declared the Prime 
Minister. ‘‘Now if The Tribune 
was so sure that it was true, 
why didn’t they print it, because 
truth is an absolute and com- 
plete defence to libel, an 
absolute and complete 
defence,”’ 

‘‘Now NBC is a large 
network, with radio and televi- 
sion, and very powerful. So | 
have no doubt that this was 
deliberate. | have no doubt that 
what The Tribune was about 
was deliberate. | have no doult 
that » ‘at the FNM is about is 
deliberaie,’’ the Prime Minister 
said. 

‘*‘No accident,’’ he 
added,,’‘everybody knows 
exactly what's going on with 
their eyes wide open. I want all 
three of them to know that my 

¢s open too, even if they 
think one of them eyes cross.”’ 


we 


He said that if Mr Nottage 
was engaged in illegal activities 
in the Bahamas, or in the 
United States, or in the Bah- 
amas to get something illegal to 
the United States, two things 
would happen in accordance 
with the law. 

In accordance with the laws 
of the Bahamas, Mr Nottage 
would be arrested in the Bah- 
amas. 

“If they didn’t want to do 
that, as they said they have the 
evidence in the United States, 
anytime Kendal Nottage went to 
the United States they could 
have arrested him in the United 
States,’ the Prime Minister 
said. 


“I say, my brothers and 
sisters, they have one of two 
choices and either one of two 
choices would have been fully in 
accordance with the law,”’ the 
Prime Minister said. ‘If they 
have evidence that he has 
broken the law of the Bahamas 
or of the United States, he 
could and would have been 
arrested here and he could and 
would have been arrested in the 
United States.”’ 

‘Isn't it funny that all of the 
stuff they say they have, they 
never reported it to one police- 
man in the Bahamas,"’ he said. 
‘And is it not funny that all the 
time Kendal Nottage was going 
to the States they never arrested 
him once.”’ 

‘*So now tell me, how are you 
going 10 affest a man in the 
ocean? How are you going to 
arrest a man in international 
waters? For what?’’ the Prime 
Minister queried, adding that it 
would have been a conspiracy. 

“If he was trafficking in 
drugs on the high seas, drugs 
destined for the United States, 
it must have been done by a 
number of other people, and he 
could be arrested in the United 
States for conspiracy to smuggle 
drugs into the United States,’’ 
the Prime Minister said. 

The Prime Minister said that 
lawyers do not understand what 
sovereignty is all about or are 
just & crazy. 

“Well, | can tell you this, 
they will be exposed and 
Bahamians will come to se 
them as they are,”’ he said. 
“And I still tell you we are 


going all the way on this. | want 
fo tell you that.” 

“Is it not amazing after ten 
years after we have achieved 
nationhood, the ten years after 
we have achieved independence, 
there seems to be Bahamians, 
they all a got os 
passports, t would wish to 
see the Bahamas take orders 
from some place else,”’ the 


Prime Minister said. 

‘That is not what | fought 
for independence for,’’ he said. 
“| tell you that. | don’t mind 
how big the country is; | don‘t 
mind how rich the country is; I 
don’t mind how white the 
country is; I told you | pledge 
my life to protect you and this 
country with all thas 1 have 


got. 


[Editor's Note: In its issue of 10 September, page 5, THE TRIBUNE carries a 
lengthy and detailed reply to the prime minister's charges by editor and pub- 
lisher Eileen Dupuch Carron denying any contacts with NBC as alleged by Mr 
Pindling. ] 


Background on Norman's Cay 
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NORMAN'S CAY, over 900 
acres of prime ré el estate with 
10 miles of wide sandy 
beaches in the northern 
Exumes, was described as 
“an eye-popping situation 
for the American investor’ 


been hit by a bomb.”’ 

The Colombians kept the 
pressure up. One by one the 
residents left. The last Ameri- 
can to capitulate to the forced 
take-over had to be evacuated 
with official government 


when it went on the market in assistance. That was in the 
1968. Spring of last year. All the 
Americans and Canadians fell private homes had been 


for the bait, bought lots and 
built lovely vacation homes. 
Ten years later their idyllic 
island life was over. Norman's 
Cay had been invaded by 
tough-looking, Spanish- 
speaking Colombians, whose 
suspicious ways, anti-social 
behaviour, and vicious dogs, 
eventually drove them out. 
Between 1979 and 1980 there 
were about 50 Colombians on 
the island. And, it was said, by 
1980 at the height of the 
‘*business’’, at least 11,000 kilos 
of cocaine, translated into 
hundreds of millions of dollars, 
was being shipped through the 
island. 
If a resident dared go to the 
olice about the strange 
ppenings - small planes com- 
ing and going, cigarette boats 
darting in and out at all hours, 
unlea Doberman Pinschers 
roaming the island at night - his 
home was torn to pieces. In one 
home, The Tribune was told, 
the “wall paper was ripped 
from the walls, the plumbing 
fixtures were torn out ... if 
really looked as though it had 


3 
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“smashed up...destroyed’’ by 
the interlopers. 

One unsuspecting yachtsman, 
accustomed in the past to 
refuelling at the island, stopped 
by uninvited. He told of seeing 
about 30 Doberman dogs 
penned up. Residents told 
stories of the dogs being turned 
loose at night near the large 
hangars. ‘‘They roamed all over 
the island. No one could come 
out of their homes at night’’. 

The hangars attracted much 
attention. In November, 1980, 
another yachtsman cruising the 
waters marvelled at the large 
white building on the airstrip 
and came back to Nassau 
wondering what it was used for. 


‘ 


“| thought it was a bi 
building for so small an island, 
so big that it impressed me. If I 
had an army of planes I 
wouldn’t need a building that 
big to keep them,”’ he re- 
marked. He photographed the 
island from his yacht. The 
photographs, taken in colour, 
showed Norman's Cay dotted 
with tiny planes - some in clear 
view, others hidden by bush. 











NBC «Channels $ and 7). 
which Monday levelled “shar 
tering’ accusations about drug 
trafficking in the Bahamas, said 
that here on Norman's Cay “in 
the middle of nowhere, are 
smugglers dreams, refrigeraicd 
hangars to store tons and tons 
of cocaine and a million-dollar 
paved run way, long enough to 
handle jet planes 

Aithough the hangars were 
neither airconditioned nor te 
frigerated, there is speculation 
that large freezers might have 
been located inside. But it 1s not 
known if anyone ever got close 
enough to find out There is 
also some doubt as to whether 
the runway could handle any jet 
larger than an executive In 
1969 the four-mile-long island 
(only | 1/4 miles wide) had a 
1,000) arstnp accommodating 
up to DC.3's, with an airport 
building for supplies 

But by 1979 the runway was 
being improved and lengthened 

In the sixties there were about 
300 plots of land at Norman's 
Cay owned by Americans and 
Canadians. Over a doven 
private homes had been built on 
the island. 

Early in 1979 strange reports 
started to reach The Tribune 
that the once convenient stop 
ping off point for yachismen 
and weekend pilots had been 
closed by the mysterious new 
owner. There were reports of 
planes landing without immi 
gration peimission, of 
yachtsmen, not only being driv 
en off, but followed by boats 
and buzzed by a helicopter to 
make certain they left the area; 
at least one case of a pilot in 
distress not being permitted to 
make an emergency landing 
And so in April, 1979, The 
Tribune started to ask 
questions. 

It was discovered that a large 
area of the southern end of the 
island on which the marina, 
clubhouse and airsinip were 
located, and a plot c land at 
the opposite end of t..¢ island 
had been purchased by Interna 
tional Dutch Resources Lid, 
headed by Colombian-born 
Joseph Lehder. 

Lehder’s appearance at the 
Bahamas cay coincided with the 
change of fortunes in Colombia 
- by now Colombians not only 
controlled drug production, but 


they were in firm control of its 
distribution. The Hahamas | in 
particular Norman's Cay sud 
denly acquired 4 special interest 
for them and quickly became 4 
part of the Colombian connec 
tion. Today NBC TY claims 
that 70 percent of the cocaine 
and marijuana coming into the 
United States is routed through 
the Bahamas. 

Hasing Poughi the airstrip, 
fehder had control of the 
sland. However, inviuded in 
the leases Of many of the 
residents was the right to use 
the anstop. These with stich 
leases were alhowed limited 
neess 10 the runways: others 
wcre heptotl 

It was soon learned that 
iechder was an ex-convict who 
had been deported from the 
i nied States in 1976. He was 
alo a fuewne from a drug 
smuggling conspiracy imdict- 
ment m the United States, 

As public complaints 
mounted, the Koval Bahamas 
Polwe Force raided Norman's 
Cay in September, 1979. Several 
arrests were made. In retaliation 
fehder fired over 100 
Bahamians, announced that his 
$4 million construction project 
was off a5 was any tuture 
investment in the sland. Two 
weeks later he put his 165 acres 
at Norman's Cay up for sale for 
$2.93 million. It soon became 
clear that Lehder had no inten 
ron of selling 

Many saw this exercise as a 
bluff to le low while he 
regrouped his forces. Mr 
Norman Solomon, St John's 
MP, said as much in the House 
of Assembly on November 29, 
1979 

Drug trafficking at the island, 
said Mr Solomon, ‘‘continues 
today as unmolested as it did 
prior to the police raid in 
September’’. And, he disclosed, 
Lehder and his group ¢gontinue 
to ‘‘deal in astronomical 
amounts’’. Mr Solomon asked 
for a House committee to 
investigate the allegations. Gov 
ernment refused. 

Bui as a result of Opposition 
pressure Lehder and two others 
were put on Government's stop 
list. 

On November 19, 1980, again 
in the House of Assembly, Mr 
Solomon read from the 
transcript of a magistrate’s 


40 
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court case in which the general 
manager of Norman's Cay 
testified that Prime Minister 
Pindling had visited the cay 
many times since 1972 and that 
many dignitaries had been there 
too. Mr Solomon wanted to 
know if Sir Lynden and the 
other ‘‘dignitartes’’ had gone 
there as guests of fugitive 
Lehder. 

Said Mr Solomon: ‘‘I want to 
know if there is any connection 
between the Prime Minister, the 
dignitaries and the operation of 
Mr Lehder at Norman's Cay.”’ 

He told House members that 
it was possible that somebody 
was in 4 position (to protect 
Lehder and was extending him 
that protection. He also wanted 
to know why Government was 
‘$0 slow 10 move against 
Norman's Cay”’. 

Mr Solomon said that some- 
one, who was very well know to 
House meinbers, had told him 
that Joe Lehder had boasted 
that he was a full member of 
“the club’’ and his dues were 
**very costly”. 

Mr Solomon also told the 
House that despite Lehder being 
put on the restricted list, he was 
‘allowed back on the cay after 
a police raid on September 14, 
1979, with the knowledge and 
cooperation of the Bahamas 
government. Minister of Home 
Affairs Clement Maynard 
agreed that Norman's Cay was 
one of several cays in the 
Bahamas suspected of drug 
smu ling. He confirmed that 
Leh ad been put on the 
restricted list in December, 1979 
and on the stop list in March, 
1980 - the year, according to 
Tribune sources, that c aine 
trafficking through Norman’s 
Cay was at its height. 

At the end of November, 
1980, the Defence Force 
mounted a “search operation’ 
at Norman's Cay. A few days 
later Government Information 
Services issued a terse bulletin: 
“A thorough search was made 
of Norman's Cay, Exuma, 
Saturday morning, but s0thing 
that would result in charges was 
found” 

But on December 16, 1980, 
Mr Solomon was still com- 
plaining in the House that the 
Norman's Cay drug operation 
was ‘flourishing today as much 
as ever and perhaps more than 
ever,” 














Despre the fact that Lehder 
ss on Crovernment’s stop list, 
said Mr Solomon, ‘‘he remains 
today more of less 4 permanent 
resident at Norman's Cay" 

ble said he had been told of a 
New Providence connection 
that ‘‘mught very well be the 
connection which 1s being used 
to pass on the leaked informa. 
ton concerning impending 
police raids.” 

Mr Solomon said an alleged 
eye witness had told him that 
just before a polwe tad took 
place, a number of particular 
persons would leave Norman's 
Cay im a vety high powered 
hoat, disappear, and then re. 
appear when everything at the 
cay had returned to normal and 
the police had left. 

Meanwhile there were no visa 
restrictions on Colombians 
coming into the Bahamas. Like 
other persons in this hemisphere 
they came in legally as tourists. 
However, in the US uw was 
discovered that many of them 
continued on to the mainland, 
Negally. Before the Bahamas 
government consented in late 
198i to require visas for all 
Colombians entering the Bah 
amas, about 800 of them were 
cominuing on from here to the 
United States on a monthly 
basis. Among the illegal aliens 
were many criminals. About 
this time (1980 41) Miams was 
having ifs own problems with 
the Mariel refugees from Cuba 
Crime had taken off at an 
unprecedented rate, murders in 
particular were out of control 
One drug enforcement officer in 
Miami commented that it was 
soon found that ‘‘an uncom. 
fortable number of Colombians 
were involved”. 

By late 1981 an effort was 
made to do something about 
Norman's Cay. A squad of 10 
policemen were sent to the 
island. However, reports soor 
started to filter back to Nassau 
that attempts, in some cases 


successful, were being made to 
corrupt the officers 

By 1942 the information 
reaching Nassau was that 
nothing had improved at 
Norman's Cay persons were 
sill being chased off of bemg 
followed by armed Colombians, 
the Doberman dogs were still 
roaming and the last American 
had tc be evacuated. 

On October 4, 194i a Steve 
Francis, who described himself 
as a “22 year-old journal’, 
took a half page advertisment in 
the Nassau Guardian to put 49 
gyestions to The Tribune's 
Contributing Editor, who knew 
nothing about Norman's Cay, 
except what he himneelf was 
reading in The Tribune. The 
questions were arfti-American, 
particularly against the Ameri. 
can Drug Enforcement Agency. 
Joe Lehder was presented as a 
much maligned philanthropist 
A man whose only crime, 
according to Francis, was ‘‘the 
tremendous concern, faith and 
love that he possesses for the 
Norman's Cay cotmmurity.”’ 
According to brancis Lehder 
has a Bahamian daughter 

The American Embassy was 
questioned about Lehder’s 
status in the United States and 
on the same day of the Francis 
advertisement revealed that on 
January 42, 1941, Carlos 
Enrique Lehder-Kivas - known 
as Joe Letder ‘‘and by other 
names’ - was indicted in US 
District Court in Jacksonville, 
Fla, for conspiracy to possess 
cocaine with intent to distribute 
and for ‘‘continued criminal 
enterprise.” 

“On September 24, 1961,"" 
said Ahe Embassy release, ‘‘the 
United States requested his 
arrest for extradition under the 
terms of the extradition treaty 
im force with the Com 
monwealth of the Hahamas in 
order that he stand trial under 
the indictment 


And then on July 9, 1942 a 


magazine published in Bogota, 
Colombia on June 3, was 
delivered to The Tribune. In it 
was an atticle in Spanish by Joe 
Lender Attached to the maga. 
sine was a very poor English 
translation of the Lehder arti. 
cle. In hes article Lehder 
sormed angrily against the 
Unued States, the Drug En- 
forcement Agency (DEA) and 
the tot of Colombian 
“‘extraditables”’, himself being 
one. He complained about the 
US government's ‘massive an- 
fi-narcotics, ants-Latin’’ 
campaign. He did not like the 
Bahamas visa festrictions on 
Colombians, which he blamed 
on the Keagan administration. 
The following day - July 10, 
1982 - was the independence 
holiday in the Bahamas. Big 
celebrations were planned for 
Cifford Park As Governor. 
General Sit Gerald Cash, Prime 
Minister Lynden Pindling and 
members of Parliament 
amemibled at Clifford Park to 
celebrate the Bahamas’ ninth 
anniversary, a low-Slying 
aircralt dropped leaflets telling 
the DEA to get owt of the 
Bahamas. Money, ranging in 
denominations from $1 to $100, 
was attached to many of the 
leaflets. The plane then flew 
over Bimini where more an- 
1) DEA leaflets and moncy were 
dropped. 
The plane and the leaflets 
were traced to Norman's Cay. 
According to reports, aircraft 
traffic continued to be very 
active towards the end of last 
year. A yachisman visiting 
Norman's Cay in January of 
this year said there was sill 
evidence that the island had 
been used fos sp tons meng 
However, by t of 
this year even the Colombians 
had deserted Norman's Cay. 
Several persons feel that the 
brazen leaflet drop on July 10, 
19%2 proved to be the last 
“afaw. 
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LOUD CHEERS greeted 
Officiel Opposition eder 
Kendal 


general election. 

About three minutes of tu- 
multuous cheering followed this 
call, 

Mr Isaacs told over 500 
$u ters at a rally at the old 
St John’s High School grounds 
that it seemed odd that Prime 
Min Pindling, who with 
Youth Minisier Kendal Nottage, 
has been accused by NBC of 
alleged corruption, has ap- 
pointed his own court, 

‘| would have thought that 
the Prime Minister would have 
followed the procedure that is 
laid down for public officers 
that when an officer is accused 
of something he is interdicted,”’ 
said Mr Isaacs. ‘“‘In other 
words, he has to take a little 
vacation until the matter is 
investigated,”’ 

The opposition leader said 
that is exactly his opinion as to 
what should have ha ; 

The rally was the first held by 
the FNM since NBC alleged in a 
television broadcast Monday 
that Norman’s Cay in ihe 
Exumas is a major base headed 
by fugitive American financier 
Robert Vesco in the trafficking 
of cocaine and marijuana into 
the United States. 

NBC claimed that a Justice 
Department intelligence report 
alleged that Vesco associates 
paid officials of the Govern- 
ment, including the Prime 
Minister, a sum totalling 
a 000 a month for protec- 
tion. 

The NBC report alsp stated 
that US Ambassador to the 
Bahamas Dr Lev Dobriansky 
stopped the FBI investigation of 
the matter from reaching Youth 
Minister, whom the FBI had 
wanted (to entrap in interna- 
tional waters in an Abscam-type 


operation. 





The Ambassador confirmed 
that he stopped the FBI plan 
because the Bahamas and the 
United States were in the midst 
of delicate jations on a 
naval base in the Bahamas and 
that the FBI plan would have 
Caused embarrassment to the 
Bahamas Government and de- 
stabilise the country. 

‘You know the Prime 
Minister, | understand, has the 
audacity to say that if he and 
Mr Nottage were removed, 
there would be no Govern- 
ment,’’ Mr Isaacs said. ‘‘Now 
you know that if that wasn‘t so 
asinine, it would be laughable.’’ 

**l have had reason to say on 
many an occasion that if this 
government allows the country 
to just run itself and didn’t 
interfere, it would be a better 
run country,’” he said. 

‘‘And | say, and | say it 
again, and | shall say it again 
and again until either they are 
removed or until they pull ap 
their socks,’” he added. 

Mr Isaacs said that the Prime 
Minister, having appointed his 
own court, should have stepped 
down. 

‘And you know, I believe 
every well thinking Bahamian, 
and certainly every Bahamian 
within the sound of my voice 
would join me now in calling 
upon the Prime Minister to 
resign,’’ Mr Isaacs said. 

‘| believe that these are 
serious times and | would like, 
having called on the Prime 
Minister to resign, | would like 
to end on a positive note,’’ Mr 
Isaacs said. 

He said that ever since the 
FNM has been holding its 
‘Report to the People’ rallies, 
he has made it a point to call on 
FNM members to get into their 
constituencies to see that their 
constituency associations are 
organized and ‘‘to see that you 
are working in the constituen- 


‘The conditions in our 
country are such that we do not 
know when an election might be 
called and we must not be 
caught with our lamps empty,’’ 





he said 

Mr Isaacs said: ‘'We musi be 
ready and | exhort every Free 
National Movement member 
and every member sympathetn 
to the Free National Movement 
to mio your constituencies 
and talk to your brothers and 
sisters and to see thai they know 
the truth, that they have seen 
the light and that they are 
committed FNMs.”’ 

**So that when an election is 
called, first of all they are 
registered, and that they will go 
to the polls and that they will 
vote FNM,"’ he said. 

Mr Isaacs also denied 
Thursday might’s accusation by 
Prime Minister Pindling that 
the FNM, The Tribune and 
NBC worked together on the 
allegations which were broad- 
cast by NBC Monday night and 
Tuesday morning. 

‘We were shocked and we 
were appalled when we heard 
the news item (of the allegations 
Monday night) over the NBC 
national network,’” Mr Isaacs 
said 

He added: ‘We of the Free 
National Movement were hear- 
ing that news for the first time 
and | would like to impress it 
upon you and upon every 
Bahamian and every person in 
the sound of my voice, that we 
in. the Free National Movement 
had nothing to do with that 
news release." 

“You see, they would like to 
try to make scapegoats out of 
the FNM and The Tribune and 
the Dupuch family,"’ said Mr 
Isaacs, “‘that if they feel they 
can associate us with some- 
thing, then it would take away 
from the credibility of the 
accusations because they will 
say the FNM is the official 
9 ition therefore its their 
job.” 
‘They would say that the 
official opposition has the job 
to oppose and they are likely to 
say anything that would discred- 
it the PLP,’’ Mr Isaacs said. 
‘*So | want to emphasize to you 
tonight that that bit of news did 
not come from the Free Na- 
tional Movement and | have 


every bit of information that it 
did not come from The Tribune 
or the Dupuch family.’’ 

He said that he has heard 
over the past several nights that 
there are some people who 
would like to turn a blind eye to 
the NBC broadcast. He has also 
heard people say that no atten- 
tion should be paid to it 
whatsoever. . 

**Now that has to be absolute 
nonsense,’ Mr Isaacs declared. 
‘It has to be absolutely ir- 
responsible because if serious 
allegations of that nature are 
made against anybody then 
there should be an investiga- 
tion.’”’ 

‘*There must be an investiga- 
tion and those persons who feel 
that the whole information 
should be brushed under the 
carpet and nothing said about it 
and nothing done about it, 
really do not have the interest 
of you, the Bahamian people, at 
heart,’’ Mr Isaacs said. 

He said that not only are 
FNMs interested in knowing the 
truth, but also every caring 
citizen, be it FNM or PLP, and 
they would want to know that 
they have a clean and honest 
government. 

Another trick Mr Isaacs ac- 
cused the PLP of being an 
expert at is in saying that 
everything that goes wrong in 
the Bahamas must be the fault 
of the FNM, and told the crowd 
that they should feel flattered 
because the FNM is not the 
government. 

‘If we have the power to 
make those things happen, to 
cause these things to happen, to 
do these things, then we must 
be a powerful organization,’’ he 
said. ‘‘And, of course, you and 
i know that we are a powerful 
organization.”’ 

**But we ate an honest and a 
caring Organization, and we 
would not be doing anything to 
the detriment of our beloved 
Bahamian people,’’ he said. 

**But | want you to remember 
that we of the Free National 
Movement did not initiate this 
investigation but we of the Free 
National Movement have in- 


sited that this smvestigation 
should be carried on,’’ he said. 

‘We were blamed for draw- 
ing the attention of the 
Bahamian public to this mat- 
ter,’ he said. “But do you 
know, as the official opposi- 
tion, if we had not done that, 
we would have been criticized 
even by the PLP.”’ 

‘*| want the Bahamian people 
to know and to realize that it is 
our duty to do this and I believe 
that we did our duty well,’’ he 
said, accusing the PLP of 
attempting to take the sting out 
of the allegations made by NBC 
by referring to events of 1972 
which have been investigated 
over and over by police. 

‘So do not be fooled and do 
not be misled by these allega- 
tions that something happened 
in 1972 that needs investiga- 
tion,”’ Mr Isaacs said. ‘‘We are 
concerned by certain allegations 
that were made by NBC about 
certain high-ranking members 
of the PLP.”’ 

Commenting on the ap- 
pointment of the Royal Com- 
mission, Mr Isaacs quoted from 
the FNM’s press statement 
issued Tuesday calling on the 
Prime Minister to appoint the 
commission, he said that ‘‘all he 
(the Prime Minister) has done 
was to try to shift the burden, 
shift the blame, on to the 
FNM.’ 

‘Let me repeat what we were 
saying was that these allegations 
needed and cried out for an 
inquiry and because we said 
that we were accused of 
spreading the allegations 
ourseives,”"’ Mr Isaacs said. 
‘*Nothing could be further from 
the truth.”’ 


“I am not going to criticize 
any member who has been 
appointed so far, but what I 
would say is this, this com- 
mission primarily will be ap- 
pointed to investigate the Rt 
Hon Prime Minister’s conduct, 
the conduct of Mr Kendal 
Nottage, and it does seem odd, 
doesn’t it, that the accused is 
appointing his court,’’ Mr 
Isaacs said. 
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FREEPORT - If no unusual 
activity was me at 
Norman's Cay, why was it 
necessary to have so many 
policemen stationed permanent- 
ly at the island when there is a 
serious manpower shortage in 
the Police Force? 

This was the question raised 
by Teachers Union president 
Leonard Archer Thursday night 
as he addressed about 200 
cheering supporters at a Trade 
Union Congress rally in 
Freeport. 

Mr Archer was dealing with 
allegations made in an NBC 
news story claiming that Ameri- 
can fugitive Robert Vesco had 
operated a cocaine business at 
Norman's Cay, ‘‘protected by 
Bahamian officials.’ 

Mr Archer said the fact that 
police are stationed at the 
Exuma cay ‘“‘says that the 
Government believes that some- 
thing was going on and, 
therefore, to try and pretend 
that nothing was going on is 
ridiculous.”’ 

“Even if none of it is true, 
the fact that so many people are 
prepared to believe the allega- 
tions made against the Govern- 
ment is a serious situation.” 

Mr Archer pointed out that 
NBC claimed in its news report 
that Vesco is now operating out 
of Cuba, NBC alleged that 
Vesco is running guns into BI 
Salvador fos Casiro and, in 
exchange, is allegedly allowed 
to continue his cocaine opera- 
tion in Cuba. 


‘*If those allegations are true 
then there's no reason to be 
surpr'sed if nothing is going on 
at N -man’s Cay at the mo- 
ment,’’ Mr Archer said. 

Communications and Public 
Officers Jinion president 
Charles Bethel told the crowd 
there was ‘‘a lot of sip-sip going 
on in Nassau’’ about certain 
people. 

The audience roared with 
laughter and somebody 
shouted, ‘‘Things go better with 
coke!’’ 

Mr Bethel said that remarks 
made by Stunce Williams, 
director of Bahamas Youth For 
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Christ, in defence of Prime 
Minister Pindling were ‘‘ridicu- 
lous.”’ 


‘He wouldn't speak out 
against justice and fair play in 
this country for Leonard Ar- 
cher, but now he’s saying that 
because someone is being ac- 
cused of something it's unfair.’’ 

He pointed out that Mr 
Archer, who was prematurely 
“retired’’ from the teaching 
service by Government ‘‘in the 
public interest’’, wasn’t even 
granted a hearing before his 
dismissal, although he wrote to 
the authorities to ask for a 
chance to be heard. 

Said Mr Williams: ‘‘l 
honestly believe that if Lynden 
Pindling was a white man, this 
wouldn't have happened."’ 

‘‘What happened to the Wall 
Street Journal in 19667’’ Mr 
Bethe! wanted to know. ‘‘The 
Wall Street Journal assisted the 
PLP.”’ He was referring to 
questions raised in The Wall 
Street Journal about casino 
gambling and consultancy fees, 
which led to the appointment of 
a Commission of Enquiry and 
the eventual downfall of the 
white UBP government. 

Mr Bethel said that according 
to ‘‘sip-sip,’’ the Prime Minister 
said that an attack on him is an 
attack on the Bahamas. 

He said that Sir Lynden 
earlier denied union fears that 
the attack on Leonard Archer 
was an attack on the trade 
union movement. 

“*l thought an attack on him 
(Prime Minister), would be an 
attack on him, like he said with 
us,’’ Mr Bethel said. 

He also recalled how a 
handful of people demonstrat- 
ing in support of Mr Archer 
were locked up all night while 
the Prime Minister insisted that 
the House of Assembly meet all 
night to have parliamentarian 
salary increases passed. He said 
Sir Lynden said he he does not 
direct the police. 

“Yet, in Wednesday's papers 
and over radio, the Prime 
Minister said that he had 
directed the police to cause an 
investigation into this (NBC 
allegations),’’ Mr Bethel said. 





Comment on U.S. Government Role 
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[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


OPPOSITION Blue Hills MP 
Arthur Foulkes charged Friday 
night that it looks as though the 
American Government is 
‘protecting’ rather than ‘‘pil- 
ing up’’ on the ruling Pro- 
gressive Liberal Party Govern- 
ment, which NBC TV has 
accused of covering up 4 major 
drug smuggling operation at 
Norman's Cay. 

Mr Foulkes said that if his 
party, the official opposition 
Free National Movement, were 
the Government of the Bah- 
amas, it would not be trading 
navy bases for cocaine bases 
‘‘or basing or free basing 
cocaine.”’ 

The former Minister of 
Tourism in the PLP Govern- 
ment also warned the American 
Government to be careful about 
encouraging spiteful and 
dictatorial leaders who have 
their feet on the necks of their 
people, because they are not 
friends and are only using the 
United States. 

In his address to hundreds of 
FNMs at the party’s ‘Report 
To The People’’ rally on the 
grounds of the old St John’s 
College, Mr Foulkes told the 
crowd that earlier that day he 
wad seen Mr Franklyn Butler, 
son of the late Governor- 
General Sit Mile Butler, de- 
monstrating about the United 
States ‘‘piling up on this poor 
little country (the Bahamas).”’ 

‘It don’t look like that to 
me,’ Mr Foulkes declared. ‘‘It 
looks to me that the United 
States Government is not piling 
up on the PLP. It looks like the 
United States Government is 
protecting them.”’ 

‘That's how it looks to me 
because Mr (Lev) Dobriansky 
(US Ambassador to the Bah- 
amas) said, yes, there was an 
investigation by the FBI, and he 
said, yes, there was a plan to try 
to trap a certain Minister, and 
he said, yes, | stopped it, and in 
the Bahamas he is America. 
Now that may not be the text of 
America, but he is America in 
the Bahamas,’"’ Mr Foulkes 
said. 


Commenting on Dr 
Dobriansky’s comment in an 
interview with NBC concerning 
the alleged FBI investigation, 
Mr Foulkes noted that the 
Ambassador went on to speak 
about the embarrassment and 
destabilisation the proposed 
investigation might have caused 
to the Bahamas. 

**! want to educate him a bit 
because some of them don’t 
seem to understand that the 
Bahamas is not a Third World 
country in terms of its parlia- 
mentary institutions and in 
terms of its judicial system,”’ 
Mr Foulkes said. 

He said the Bahamas has had 
a parliament for 250 years, 
which is older than the con- 
stitution of the Uniied States. 

‘‘Mr Dobriansky should edu- 
cate himself and he should 
understand that the Bahamas is 
not like Uganda or Zimbabwe 
nor any Third World country 
like that which are ridden by 
dictators,’’ he said. 

“We have a tradition of 
petliamentary democraty and 
we have proven to the world 
that we can change governments 
through that parliamentary 
system because we changed the 
UBP when it was time for them 
to go and the country was not 
embarrassed, the country was 
not destabilized,’’ Mr Foulkes 
told the crowd. 

‘So he, as an Ambassador 
and a diplomat, should get his 
rhetoric straight and he should 
know ... Mr Leader you are 
going to be very worried at 
what I'm going to say, but I 
have to tell Mr Dobriansky 
these things ... he ought to get 
his rhetoric right and he ought 
to know the difference between 
one country and another not 
only on the map but he ought to 
know the difference between 
one country and another in 
terms of their culture, in terms 
of their history, in terms of 
their parliamentary system and 
in terms of their judicial 
system,’’ said Mr Foulkes. 

Saying he hoped the US 
Ambassador was listening to his 








address, Mr Foulkes said the 
FNM expects him to apply to 
the Bahamas not the standards 
of Idi Amin of Uganda or the 
standards of the leaders in 
Zimbabwe of any other Third 
World country. 

"We expect Mr Dobriansky 
and the American Government 
to apply to us the same 
standards that they hold so 
sacred,”” Mr Foulkes said. 
Freedom of speech. The right 
of the people to choose their 
government and the confidence 
m the people that they are 
intelligent enough to change a 
governinemt when they see fit 
without talk of destabilisation.’’ 

Mr Foulkes said the Bahamas 
1s not a ‘Banana Republic’’, a 
term used to describe some of 
the nations in Latin America, 
and the FNM is going to make 
sure that it never becomes one. 

‘Unless anybody misun 
derstands what | say, let me say 
this."" Mr Foulkes said. ‘You 
know the policy of our party, 
you know that we have been 
unashamedly pro-American. In 
fact we have been cussed by the 
PLP for being in favour of 
foreign investors, so | am 
speaking to Lev Dobriansky 


and America as a triend.”’ 


“Sometimes they find it dif 
ficult to distinguish between a 
friend and a foe,”’ Mr Foulkes 
said. ‘The facts are that this 
party is on record in affirming 
its friendship with America and 
if we were the government we 
would not be trading navy bases 
for cocaine bases, or basing or 
free-basing cocaine.”’ 

Mr Foulkes said the opposi- 
tion realizes that the prosperity 
of the Bahamas 1s tied up with 
the destiny of the United States 
and further realizes that the 
only thing that stops the Com- 
munist boots from trampling on 
Bay Street is American power. 

“You know that Castro has 
already sunk one of our vessels 
in an unprovoked and deliber- 
ate attack, something like the 
Korean airplane, and we know 
were it not for the power of 
America, all of us would be 
learning Spanish,’’ he said. 
**And that ain’t too bad, but 
we'd be learning Spanish and 
Communism at the same time.”’ 

“And so we say America, 
don’t let Mr Pindling browbeat 
you, don’t let him fool you. We 
say Our interests are identical, 
Our interests in this region are 


identical, peace, prosperity and 
democracy for all the people in 
this region,’’ Mr Foulkes said. 

He added: ‘‘And we say to 
America be careful about en- 
cOuraging spiteful and 
dictatorial leaders who have 
their feet on the necks of the 
people because they are not 
really your friends, they are 
only using you.”’ 

Mr Foulkes also said that 
American lawyer F Lee Bailey, 
who resides in Great Harbour 
Cay and who has volunteered 
his services to assist the Bah- 
amas Government, is ‘‘in for a 
big surprise.’’ 

He also criticized Baptist 
preacher Rev Simeon Hall and 
Youth for Christ Director 
Evangelist Stunce Williams 
saying he was ‘‘astonished*‘ at 
them and told the crowd that 
any minister of religion who 
says that when you destroy Mr 
Pindling and Mr Nottage, you 
destroy the Bahamas, ‘‘ought to 
have his head examined ”’ 


“We are not at all impressed 
by Simeon Hall and Situnce 
Williams who just suddenly 
realize that all of us are 
Bahamians,”’ said Mr Foulkes. 





More Union Condemnation 
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It pointed out that the Con- 
gress said today it seemed that sitution provides for the orderly 
Prime Minister Pindling is more transfer of power and said that 
concerned with who leaked if the Ministers believe in the 
information to NBC on an Constitution, they should have 
alleged cocaine operation at no fear of this country once the 
Norman’s Cay than finding out Commission’s findings are 
if the allegations were true or known. Pen 
false. The TUC said it is concerned 
about the manner in which the 
And the TUC 1s disappointed Commission is being appointed 
that some Ministers of Religion and thought it should not have 
fet the necd to pronounce 


been named without consulta- 
innocence of those accused by 


tion with the Leader of the 
NB” of accepting pay-offs Opposition because ‘‘the prin- 
bef. ¢ the Commission of In- 


ciple of consulation between the 

query was even appointed. Prime Minister and Leader of 

“Apparently, they believe the the Opposition, as repre- 

lie that king and country ts one sentatives of the total yo 

and the same. A teading of ate, is enshrined in our Con- 
history will show that kings 


stitution.” 
have been deposed, have been ‘We find the paranoia about 
executed and the country sur- 


the persons who might have 


” ' said j given (NBC reporter Brian) 
= yA 6 Pg calle Ross the information very dis- 


[Text } THE TRADE Union Con 


Ww 
‘\ 
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turbing,”’ the TUC said. 

**it seems that many persons, 
including the Prime Minister, 
are more concerned about who 
talked, as opposed to the truth’’ 
of falsity ‘‘of what the persons 
said. Surely, if there was no 
substance to any of the allega- 
tions, then the sources of those 
allegations are unimportant.’’ 
The TUC said it would hate to 
think that the ‘‘clamour for 
names is purely for the purpose 
of carrying out reprisais against 
——- who talked to Mr 
The TUC, concerned about 
the manner in which the Royal 
Commission is being appointed, 
suggested that a trained in- 
vestigator be appointed to it. 

It noted that the Gambling 
Commission of 1966 was 
headed by a retired detective 
and contained one other de- 
tective inspector. 

The TUC is convinced that 
someone of the stature and 
expertise of a Sir Ranulph 
Bacon should be named to the 
Commission. 

‘We feel that it is necessary 
for the Commission to follow 
all leads so that the Bahamas 
can rid itself, as far as possible, 
of the drug menace. 

“We are disturbed by the 
persistent rumours of drug 
involvement in high places, and 
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we feel that the Commission's 
terms of reference should be 
broad enough to investigate 
allegations that have persisted 
for a number of years,”’ the 
TUC said. 

It said the reporting of the 
NBC matter by the Broadcast- 
ing Corporation of the Bah- 
amas shows ‘‘either how poorly 


trained the of the 
station is, of ioe callously 
unconcerned they are about 
good journalism. 

‘Since August 10, the 
Broadcasting Corporation has 
carried a barrage of allegations, 
untruths and criticism of Mr A 
Leonard Archer and other un- 
ion leaders of the Bahamas 
Union of Teachers and TUC. 

“At no time has the Cor- 
poration allowed anyone from 
the unions to to the 
allegations, as N (allowed 
the PM to respond to its 
allegations),’’ the TUC pointed 
out. 

‘If the General Manager {of 
the Corporation) felt that N 
was right in allowing the Prime 
Minister to res (as the 
TUC said his behaviour clearly 
indicated), then surely it must 
be equally right for the union 
leaders to have equal time to 
respond to the vernment’s 
allegations about them,”’ the 
TUC said. 
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BRIEFS 


DEFENSE BASE COMMANDER--THE NEW Commanding Officer of the Royal Bahamas De- 
fence Force Base at Coral Harbour is 42-year-old Senior Commander Amos Rolle, 
a former ASP in the Royal Bahamas Police Force. Senior Commander Rolle as- 
sumed his new command on August 26 and replaces Captain Leon Smith who has 
been posted at the Ministry of Defence Headquarters in the Churchill Building. 
Senior Commander Rolle was promoted to the tank of Commander on January l, 
1981 and later that year was made a member of the Order of the British Empire 
(Military Division) by the Queen for "his bravery during the Flamingo inci- 
dent.” HMBS Flamingo was fired on and sunk by Cuban Mig fighters as it appre- 
hended Cuban fishermen suspected of illegally fishing in Bahamian waters. On 
January 3, Commander Rolle began a Staff Course at the Royal Naval Staff Col- 
lege, Greenwich, England. The course included such subjects as management and 
tactical operations. [Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 2 Sep 83 p 9] 
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DEVELOPMENTS ON LABOR, UNION FRONTS REPORTED 


Government White Paper 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 2 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


There is to be con 
ciliation in future in- 
dustrial in the 


most effective in the 
private sector. 


In the present cir- 
cumstances, either a 
stalemate occurs or the 
Government proc 


unilaterally to implement 


Under the Fe ton 
system, the ernor 
General w 


ould a 
conciliator Re ac- 
7 
provide the - aaa 


mone e Btcilication, 


vices because the in- 
dustrial climate remains 
stable. 

The Government said 
that it recognises the 


eeds maturity of employers 


and workers’ 
organisa.ions in the 
conduct of their 


- and that no amount of 


legislation could sub- 
st for this. 


The Industrial 


Assessment of BWU Meeting 
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BARBADOS 


[Editorial] 

[Text ] It is of the first importance that that these three sections were 
harmonious relations should be represented at the 42nd Annual 
oreo a ts com Delegate Conference of the Bar- 
mt the aaiepes, tee wacker Sema at ten eeiaag oanpineny of 

er worker a ceremony 
Government. ts coalesende and 4 er joining in 
wT Tid ansen tons Quit to w00 the prayers and listening to the 
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union movement must work 
to ensure the general 
welfare and progress of the 


It was heartening to see 
therefore, that the invited 
the Minister of Labour, Mr. 
DeLisle Bradshaw 


address a od hs ooqga readily 
accepted nv 
Mr. Bradshaw took the 


leadership for their long 
estab maturity in the pur- 
a of the interests of its mem- 
The task the BWU has un- 
dertaken over the years has not 
been an easy one. For it has in- 
variably endeavoured, in the 
words of the minister, to minimise 
conflict in industrial relations and 
oe — heantian —— in 
attaining its legitima es. 
Two instances were toned of 
the Union’s commitment to the 
total welfare and security of its 
members. The first referred to the 
successful development of a 
housing programme over the past 
few years ind the recent laun- 
ching of a credit union. No one will 
ion the statement of the 
minister that the government will 
assist the union to ensure the 


success pf its latest venture. 
It is well known that 


of Labour intends to be guided 
the spirit of dialogue and not 


This is a welcome pronoun- 
cement the minister since the 
of both the Government and 


nions must be to the 
wellare both of the workers and the 
—— in al, 
the te Paper has 
presumably been sent to the 


t the Gevernment is 
the spirit of tripartism to which it 
has publicly committed itself on 
more than one occasion. 

At its last annual delegate 
conference, tthe BWU called for 
adequate staffing of the Labour 
Department. Since then that 

has been increased 

the minister expressed his 

satisfaction that this important 

section hed te ooo 
machinery mproved. 

It is just as well that reference 
was made to the complaints that 
have been made about the 


was suggested that employers, 
where possible, should MH short 
term benefits for an initial period 
and then deduct such payments 
from contributions due to the 


suggestion, however, can scarce 
be univerally. What g 
needed is a full com- 
puterisation of the administration 
of the National Insurance Scheme. 
These are only some of the 
pr als advanced by the 
of Labour and we have no 
doubt that they provided much 
mental pabulum for the tes 

in the ions that ed. 





New Union for Clerks 
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[Text ] 
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A UNION has been launched in Barbedos to represent clerks and 
allied workers in theit hour of need 

The union, the Barbados Clerical Union, will representa 
tion to workers where there is none. and provide « leader 
ship for the thousands of clerical workers on the islend. 

The organisation seeks ‘o hetter the conditions of service of 
sy and SEES neve Minaneles WENENNS GRE coeuNity of tenure 
where 


Mr. Rudder enstoven. 
that theleedership of theBerbe ping clerks, customs clerks, benk 
pert airmen clerks, cashiers, sssistant sc 
done laziness. disrespect of non countants, accountents, 
productivity of employees “Our reporters, security guerds, 
members will be encouraged to secretaries, stenotypists, book: 
work honestly for the A keepers, costing clerks and 
room 


themselves and the w Com  saieomen. 
munity.“ The office is located at 
“We, the members of the Bar. “No.3 F House, 42 Tudor 


bados Clerical Union, will strive Street in , 
for the day when employers and President of the union ie Mr. 


employees will see thomeslves Uudley Estwick, Vice-Pr 
not we fowe, but rather as part. °% Mr. Carl McD. Robinson and 


ners lor Orrarene ” he said Ur Alex Smith is the assistant 
gonetal secretary. 


Lily 
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SUGAR INDUSTRY OFFICIAL WELCOMES GOVERNMENT PRICE SUPPORT 
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[Text ] The industry has Cabi.et proposals for 
been anticipating con- further gelee supper. 
tinued price support from 
Gov , “We realise this 

This was stated (support) Will have to 
ee oF ie ee come to an end sometime 
bades Sugar Industries pcb phpnnicher 

a 
Limited, Geoffrey ond. this is what he 
us y y, 

Speaking during a radio Mr. Armstrong $a 
poor pay Nien The sugar industry 
promised a second year of official also responded 
support when it of- criticism 
fered the Bds$20 million Cheltenham that 2 ees 
sugar ice support acres 
souchaation tant Year aad taken out of 
there had been no change production over the past 
in the internations! three years by pointing 
situation of low sugar out that over pen 
prices which would months a big had 
warrant a refusal ta been started to bring this 
continue assistance ‘~ land back into production 
He was to He cited River and 
the promise by eae Plantations, in 

ure Minister Dr Fe il deg ~~ 
Cheltenham last ve 
Tuesday to carry to cultivation of land. 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES INCREASE BY $66 MILLION 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 10 Sep 83 p 1 


{Text ] 





Foreign exchange 
reserves at July last 
had = totaill $134.4 
million. 


number of tourists 
the United 
states overall 
arrivals for first 
seven months of the year 
by 5.5 cent on last 
years 197 560. 
Tourism, the isiand’s 
earner, has making 
steady after a 


progresé 
three-year decline oc- 
casioned mainly 
Amsories end Busepe 
Barbados last year 
reached with 
the IMF balance of 


arrangement whic 


. 
est of 85 100 tonnes — 
an 11-year low. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ADAMS AT PARTY MEETING RESPONDS TO DLP POLITICKING 


Reply to DLP ‘Rumors’ 
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Assessment of Economy 
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ground.” 
Ha ted out that there was 
935 000 cling on loans provided 
for perwmes to tuy their own 
homes 


In hie forecast of the economic 
situation, Prime Minister Adams 
observed that there were signe of 


ms that pbs gm wes no ye 


The Prime Minister told the 
—| faithfule thet inflation had 
abe nd thet ty Ae 

; 4 
there would yb I to make 
things worse ng the next 12 
montha. 


He stoted that the island wee 

ted 10 earn some 95 

in tourist earnings dering 

this year on the besis ot the signe 
A trprovementt. 


Le 
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DEPARTMENTAL CHANGES IN TWO MINISTRIES REPORTED 
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[Text ] 
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under the Ministry of 
Community Services 
have now been tran- 
sferred to the Ministry of 
Labour. 
According to an official 
of the Cabinet Office, the 
Ministry of Labour 
Social Security an 


now has respon- 

lity for the following 
Departments:- Day 
Nurseries, Factory 


Inspection, Labour, 
National Assistance, 
Nationa! Insurance, Old 
age Pensions, Sport, 
elfare Services, The 
Labour Department, The 
National Insurance 
Office, The Welfare 
odee Gomme Sowd f 
r 
Control, The Child Care 
Board, The National 
Assistance Board, The 


Ly 


National Insurance Board 
and The National Sports 
Council. 

The Ministry of Health 
which formerly § ac- 
commodated Community 
Services will now be 
responsible for only the 
health and medical 
services. 

The Departments under 
a arene of Health ~ 

st Hospitals, 
The Health Centres and 
Polyclinics, The Hillside 
Home, The Psychiatric 
Hospital, The Queen 
Seats Counc,’ The 

enta ounc e 
General N Council, 
The Medical Council, The 
Paramedical Professions 
Council, The Psychiatric 
Hospital Visiting Com- 
mittee and The Sanitation 
Service Authority. 
(BGIS) 


BARBADOS 
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ADAMS COMMENTS ON DECISION TO SEND TRADE MISSION TO BAHAMAS 
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— Adams has said it pe = trem 
was of representatives 
significance that Bar- at least 20 
bados should be the first concerns, and other of- 
country to despatch a will be mounting 
trade mission to the an tomorrow 
Commonwealth of the at the Nassau Beach 
mamner ot CARO me 
mem 
Mr. Adams made the oui eee 
comment in a message to the Bahamas 
a Barbados trade mission Also there is Mr. David 
which flew out of the “Joey” Harper who is the 
island yesterday for the Coordinator of the 
Adams mission, having research 
ellis poe en ae Mh ay — hg 7 
of Barbados’ most in- 
novative and enterprising country. 
businessmen and as such One of the members of 
took with it the best the team Mr. Vanburn 
wishes of the Government Gaskin said at the Airport 
and people of Barbados. yesterday that research 
‘I believe that the done by Mr. Harper had 
maring'irctoil'be Softy re 
marking trek w 
measured not just in products the Barbedians 
en! suallty' of the "ae 
y He said the market was 
a etc an open one, there was no 
peoples’, he said. licensing system and he 
Other messages foresaw no iw 
relayed to the the of funds 
ge pee! game to Ba 
rom e ar P 
Central Bank and the RA. on A 
— and eae will be going to the 
: Bahamas this year 
eentaht the — < became a member of 
the Bahamas. CARICOM. 
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FURTHER DETAILS ON KOREAN PLANS TO STRENGTHEN RELATIONS 
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[Article by Irvine Reid] 


[Text] South Korea, which is Grenadines, St. Lucia, ex 
now establishing an Antigua and Barbuda, ‘We are also —— 
embassy in Barbados to Dominica, Montserrat, of manufacturing { 
serve the eastern Grenada and St. Kitts— ware and garments in 
aes says it o Nevis. ‘ vel ta ly Yr 
moving The diplomat sai ucts produced are o 
economic relationship Korea, in necking. close a a good quality we have a 
with the trade relations with the rket for them in the 
First arirst South Korean region would be holding United States and 
to Barbados, discussion with Govern "', he said. 
myung foun Swen Yu told ment and private sector The Korea ambassador 
CANA: ‘We have decided officials in an effort to said that his government 
to establish an embassy establish joint ventures. was hoping to take ad- 
here to improve +7 Mr Hwan Yu said that vantage of the Caribbean 
economic relationshi Korea is thinking of Basin Initiative (CBI) — 
two ways: one is to brin ing some semi- Washington’ aid and 
our evelopment ex- finis products into tr. pact for Central 
perience and secondly we Barbados so that the America and the 
want to have a more finishing touches could be Caribbean states — to 
substantial trade put to them here for re- increase its exports to the 
relationship with the export to the United US. 
Caribbean Community States and Europe. He said that because of 
(CARICOM).”’ By os this, he said, the American import 
He added: ‘‘Korea has Korea hoped to create job re Se ene? 
been very successful rtunities in Bar- had been unable to i 
during the last two bados crease sales to the I" _, 
decades in dev its “The market is big but “‘by having some oi 
economic growth. We enough for medium-size our products assembled 
" have large assembly plants and if here we could take ad 
resources, what we have possible to have plants vantage of the CBI and 
is manpower and oe the the fact that there is no 
CARICOM I believe have rom beginning to end. one Me system for the 
the same, therefore we We are also looking at 
want to share our ex- joint ventures between The Korea official said 
ee... in economic CARICOM and Korea," that he would be holding 
, with those he said. discussions with Bar- 
developing countries Ambassador Hwan Yu bados on the possibility of 
CARI OM” said Korea was looking his buying a 
Mr. Hwan Yu, who — at areas like and rum from Barbados. 
recently presented his tronic equipment He said that at present 
credentials here, is also to such as colour television Korea buys its sugar on 
be accredited to the seven sets, video recorders and the international market, 
members of the electrical a toy but “since we are not 
Organisation of Eastern “We area ry committed to any one 
— St. the possibility of bring ng I think that its a 
Vincent and the — and motor good chance for us to buy 
to be assembled here for sugar from Barbados. 
CSO: 3298/044 
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BLACKMAN'S OUSTER FROM CABINET IGNITES REACTIONS 


Prefiring Surrender of Portfolio 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 7 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


Health Minister Dr. 
Don eee has Meg 
up one port 

Dr. Blackman said he 
had asked the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Tom 
Adams as head of the 
Cabinet, to relieve him of 
the rtfolio of Com- 
munity Services and 


by some politicians that 
his constituents were 
benefiting exclusively 
from the welfare ser- 

vices. 
Dr. Blackman is 
Parliamenta i 
. Michael- 


get 000 of the $1.2 
million allocated to the 
Ministry of Community 
Services in this year’s 
Estimates. 

Dr. Blackman said it 
was the middle of the 
rainy season and se med 
people were complaining 
of getting wet whenever it 
rained, and he was 


convinced that as as 
he was in the 

ava cae” wee Yee WO 
Dr. B was not 
too optimistic about the 
future of his social 


since be was'a fink be- 


tween that and the 


what Mi of Health. 


a te Berbades 
Advocate understands 
that Dr. Blackman’s 
account of the matter has 
not been by his 
oun thst t is um- 
derstood on Friday 

General 


The olio of Com- 
munity Services and 
Welfare has been given to 
Labour Minister, Mr. 
DeLisle Bradshaw, who is 
currently out of the 
island. 

It is understood that Dr. 
Blackman and some of 
his Cabinet colleagues 
have not been seeing eye 
to eye. 
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PPM Comment 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 8 Sep 83 p 2 
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[Text] 
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Blackman Call for Probe 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 9 Sep 83 p 1 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BONN DENIES DLP CHARCES OF AID TO TROOP TRAINING 


Embassy Statement 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 3 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


West Germany has 
described as ‘‘completely 
absurd”’ allegations by 
the Opposition 
Democratic Labour 
Party (DLP) here of 
German mercenaries 
training local defence 
force 80 


(CANA) from the West 
German Embassy in 
Trinidad said: ‘‘These 
allegations are com- 
ype hee py and cannot 
described (as anything 
else) but nonsense.”’ 


‘Reference is also 
made to the prior 
rejection of these 
allegations by Prime 


Minister and Minister of 
Defence and Securit 
Tom Adams to 
nothing is to be added.”’ 
Opposition Leader 
Errol Barrow charged at 


government 

the military worted the 
$90 million mark during 
1962—83. But Prime 
Minister 


Adams said in a 
statement ernment 
ng in this area was: 


less than the $9.7 million 
allocated for in the 


On the allegation about 


German mercenaries, 
Mr. Adams said the 
Defence Force had 
received training from a 
team of British soldiers 
but not from mercenaries 
of any nationality. 

In his reference to the 
allegation about the CIA 
hesaid: ‘So far as I know 
the Central I 
Agency is not a military 
organisation.”’ 


Criticism of Barrow 


Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 11 Sep 83 p 4 


["In Focus" column by Henry Christopher: 


[Text ] 


a man who had only da 
before loudly proclaimed that he oe 


5h 


“ready and available” to 
For no matter what one’s 


"A Sorry Spectacle"] 


‘s next Prime Minister. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BARROW INTERVIEWED, COMMENTS ON ELECTORAL PROCESS 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 4 Sep 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/043 


OPPOSITION Leader, Mr. Errol Barrow, says he is not 
in favour of increasing the number of seats in the 


House of Assembly at 
There are now 


seats in that chamber. 


in an interview with THE SUN, Barrow 


said wen & favour of the a 
dependent Electoral and Bounda 


And he said that he did not 
think that in « small country like 
Barbados, we needed a larger 
number of members in the 
Lower Chamber. 
mB of the +d pon Brae 

not improve t y 
debate. “Maybe,” he said, 


when the 


in the number of members of the 
House 


“But what I think we need to 
do now, is to make some minor 
adjustments so that one con- 
digprepartenes | 1- than 

ely larger than 
other constituencies, which is 


weer ¢. electors, ae 
Py) t party was asking 
for a return, es the next 
general election, to the 
publication of the monthly list of 
electors. 

He said: ‘We are requesting 
that no list should be brought 
three days before the 
like the last time when ali the 
candidates from both sides had 
sent out their notices and 
circulars according to the list 
which was published just over 
three weeks before the olec- 
tions.” 

Barrow pointed out that if 
Gay wae monthly list, people 
wo get an opportunity to 
should be prominently dieplayed 

prom y ” 
in places like churches and 


ac ; 
Barrow said thet the list 
hdd 5 ge gy oy 
tation ‘eop 

Act and not the Statistical 
Services Act because 14 600 
who were non 

r 6 were put on the 
register under the Statistical 
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of an in- 
Commission. z 
Services Act, and right up to the 
last moment, the Government 
had denied that the purposes of 
that enumeration were for the 
purposes of election. 


ADEQUATE 
He said there was adequate 


mach under the 
ont A of the Peop 


Act for the registration end 


= 


were dead, and those who for 
other reasons did not qualify ‘. 
have their names on iv 


year,” Barrow said. 

Barrow is in favour of having 
acrutineers. He said that when 
the present Government was in 

ition, (™ had éaid that 


resisted the 


Barrow thought his Covern- 
ment was in not ac- 


cepting the then Opposition’s 


enact 
And he 
scrutineers: “That was our 
mistake”. 


BARBADOS 


COUNTRY SECTION BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


EXPORTS TO UK--Barbados’ exports to Britain during the period January to June 
this year declined by 60.3 per cent when compared with the same period last 
year. Figures released by the British High Commission in Bridgetwon show that 
the Barbados exports to Britain for the first six months of 1983 stood at 
Bds$7.4 gillion as opposed to $18 648 million for the same time in 1982, an 

11 248 million drop. With regard to imports from Britain for the same period, 
there was a 10.6 per cent increase over the same period last year, from $39 
072 million in 1982 to $43 216 million in 1983. Total exports from the Eng- 
lish-speaking Caribbean to Britain increased by 15 per cent, from $405 224 
million in 1982 to $465.9 million in 1983. Caribbean imports from Britain for 
first half of this year increased by 45 per cent, from $452 584 million in 
1982 to $651.2 million in 1983. [Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 

2 Sep 83 p 1) 


IDC ASSISTANCE--The Barbados Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) is to 
try to do more to assist local entrepreneurs in the preparation of pre-feasi- 
bility studies for new ventures. Head of the IDC'’s Brussels office, Mr. Errol 
Humphrey, said that some businessmen had been reluctant to invest their money 
in pre-feasibility studies because of uncertainty over whether the venture 
would get off the ground. He said this was one of the reasons why so few 
projects from Barbados had been submitted to the European Centre for Industri- 
al Development--an agency which seeks to find European joint venture partners 
for projects in the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) States. According to 
Mr. Humphrey, another reason for the Centre getting so few Barbadian projects 
is that not enough is known about that agency in Barbados. [Bridgetown 
BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 2 Sep 83 p 1] 


TAX ARREARS--More than Bds$13 million in national insurance contributions and 
other tax payments is owed to Government by employers and operators of busi- 
nesses who have failed to pay over these deductions to the Department of In- 
land Revenue and the National Insurance Office. This was revealed yesterday 
by Senator St. Clair Howell, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Finance, 
after meeting with senior officials of the Ministry of Finance and of the de- 
partments involved, to assess the situation and to discuss methods of curbing 
such practices. Senator Howell, in deploring the situation, said that what 
made the practice most depressing, was the fact that the majority of the funds 
being withheld are deductions from the salaries of employees, and in the case 
of the Hotel and Restaurant Sales Tax, money which has been paid on the spot 
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by customers. The Parliamentary Secretary suggested that there was a need 
for major changes in the appropriate pieces of legislation to ensure that 
such misappropriation of Government funds is stamped out and that it did not 
recur. He said recommendations in this respect will be made to the Attorney 
General shortly. The Parliamentary Secretary urged all defaulters to settle 
their debts “and so fulfill their legal and moral obligations. [Bridgetown 
BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 15 Sep 83 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ECONOMIC EFFICIENCY TO BE SUBJECT OF AKTIV MEETING 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 21 Sep 83 p 1 
[Article by Jose M. Norniella] 


[Text] The National Party Aktiv on the Profitability of Enterprises which 
begins in October must be turned into a vigorous mass movement that will 
investigate, discover and establish where or in what production process it is 
possible to save on material, labor and financial resources in order to reduce 
costs. 


This was the spirit chat reined during the two days of the meeting of the 
Economic Department of the Central Committee with provincial departments, at 
which an analysis was made of the different and important economic issues, in- 
cluding the organization and development of the Party Aktiv in each territory. 


At the present time, a summons is being distributed in all provinces from the 
Central Committee Secretariat to rank-and-file organizations located in enter- 
prises belonging to the material production sphere, in order to activate the 
National Party Aktiv on the Profitability of Enterprises. 


The National Aktiv will take place on 15-16 January 1984 at the Convention 
Palace in this capital. It will bring together some 500 participants, includ- 
ing general secretaries of cells and committees in enterprises, general secre- 
taries cf trade union organizations, heads of enterprises, party and government 
officials and guests. 


Over 250,000 members and potential members organized in the cells of sugar, 
agricultural, industrial, construction, transportation and communications 
enterprises will debate the content of the summons. 


The National Party Aktiv is being called to analyze to what extent we are 
fulfilling the essence of the economic guideline that enterprises should cover 
their expenses out of their own income and receive profits. At this time, 

the degree of efficiency achieved by enterprises is still unsatisfactory and 
the economic awareness of cadres has not reached the desired level. 


According to documents regulating internal party life, "the Party Aktiv is a 
meeting called to discuss a specific issue. It is a form of party work by 








means of which cadres, members and prospective party members become acquainted 
with, analyze, evaluate, propose and promote the main aspects of work with 
respect to the economy, political and social activities or the internal life 
of the party.” 


Since the Aktiv is not an organ or organization of the party, the matters con- 
sidered are not submitted for a vote. Nor are accords and resolutions adopted. 
It is the leadership organizations that call the meeting and analyze the 
experiences, opinions and suggestions of the Aktiv and they may make decisions 
and come to agreements they deem necessary in order to solve problems. 


By virtue of the very nature of the Aktivs, there is no discussion of adminis- 
trative matters or of aspects concerning administration of the government. 


At the National Party Aktiv on the Profitability of Enterprises, the rank and 
file will be heard in very direct and frank contact of members with the com- 
rades who occupy different party and government leadership posts. They will 
calmly and judiciously reveal their opinions in an independent manner, without 
outside intervention and with complete responsibility. 


Party members and potential members will take their own ideas to the Aktivs 
concerning the causes preventing their enterprise or establishment or workshop 
from improving the degree of profitability, in some cases, or from achieving 
profitability if not previously reached. When told that it is impossible to 
calculate profitability, then they will analyze the reason for the high costs 
of production in order to lower them. 


No one must be afraid if there are individuals speaking in economic or techni- 
cal terms. At such meetings, it will often be inevitable for such terminology 
to be used and it will sometimes be difficult for everyone to understand. 


The essence of profitability is eminently practical, a fact not yet realized 
by many. Profitability must be approached directly: by saving on material, 
labor and financial resources in order to reduce production costs. Where and 
how to save is something workers know without any need to have formal instruc- 
tion in accounting or economics. What is happening is that they are rarely 
heard and their opinions and suggestions are not heeded. 


All workers know perfectly well where it is possible to save more and how 
labor forces could be used more advantageously, how to increase production 
and the use of equipment and, in general, how we could reduce all kinds of 
spending and where work could be done better. 


Workers are the «1es who know the best, based on their own personal experience, 
what is happening in the range of action of their own job. It is to the revo- 
lutionary sense of responsibility of each worker that the party must appeal 

in order that each one may reveal to his comrades the defects, deficiencies 

and errors that are harming the socialist economy and hindering the development 
of the economic management and planning system. 
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[f this is achieved, we shall have accomplished the objective of the party in 
calling its National Aktiv on the Profitability of Enterprises: generating a 
powerful mass movement that will promote the economic awareness of everyone 
eo that uninterrupted actions will be undertaken aimed at saving on resources 
and improving work productivity in order to reduce production costs. 


The National Party Aktiv will be a true party congress in order to analyze 
and find a solution to the cardinal problem of the socialist economy: economic 
efficiency. 


11,464 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


RENEWED WARNING AGAINST PRIVATE HOG RAISING 
Havana GRANMA in Spanish 20 Sep 83 p 3 
[Resolution 236-83 of the Ministry of Agriculture, 7 September 1983] 


[Text] Whereas: As a result of the outbreak of African swine fever in the 
territory including City of Havana and Havana provinces, a ban has been placed 
on hog raising by the private sector, due to the fact that these provinces 

are the principal targets of the bacteriological war waged by imperialism 
against our country, selected because they have the highest population density 
and industrial concentratiun and because they have the largest number of 
schools, hospitals and other objectives whose hygienic-sanitary protection is 
indispensable; 


Whereas: Decree No 110 of 30 September 1982, “Regulation on the Sanitary 
Protection of Swine,” establishes requirements for hog raising in the state, 
cooperative and private sectors, inasmuch as it is not feasible in the pro- 
vinces in question for the private sector to guarantee control of the measures 
established because of the scattered and small-scale nature of hog raising 

in that sector, which hinders strict health control by veterinarians, as is 
the case in large production centers; 


Whereas: Given the fact that in the territories of these provinces one finds 
ll percent of all beef production in the country, 21 percent of hog production 
and 25 percent of all poultry production, 30 percent of all eggs produce in 
the country, 34 percent of all milk production, along with 22 percent of all 
ranches, 21.6 percent of all hog farms and 30.8 percent of all poultry farms, 
it is necessary to have adequate measures to protect these facilities; 


Whereas: The inherent characteristics of City of Havana and Havana provinces 
mentioned in the foregoing paragraphs result in the need to ban hog raising by 
the private secto~ in those territories in order to prevent diseases resulting 
from the ser‘ous canger entailed by hog raising from the standpoint of the 
health of swin in the country and livestock in general in those two provinces; 


Whereas: The final provision of Decree No 110 of 30 September 1982 empowers 
the minister of agriculture to set forth measures required to maintain proper 
sanitary control of hogs in the country; 





Therefore: In accordance with the duties, powers and functions bestowed upon 
me, I hereby resolve: 


1) to prohibit small farmers, private individuals and any person in the pri- 
vate sector from raising hogs in the territory of City of Havana and Havana 
provinces, 


2) to grant a period of 30 days from the publicaticn of this resolution in 
the GACETA OFICIAL so that such persons may slaughter, sell to the state or 
move guch animals; 


3) in the case of failure to comply with these requirements within the time 
established, then the Institute of Veterinary Medicine will seize such animals, 
reporting the action to the proper people's court, which will then stipulate 
what action is to be taken; and 


4) that a certified copy of this resolution be submitted to the proper persons 
and organizations and that it be published in the GACETA OFICIAL of the repub- 
Lic. 


Ministry of Agriculture 

City of Havana 

7 September 1983, Year of the 30th 
Anniversary of Moncada 


Adolfo Diaz Suarez 
Minister of Agriculture 


11,464 
CSO: 3248/51 


6h, 





COUNTRY SECTION GUATEMALA 


COALITION TALK DOMINATES POLITICAL SCENE 
PR Talks with Center-Left 
Guatemala City DIARIO EL GRAFICO in Spanish 22 Sep 83 p 5 


[Interview with general secretary of Revolutionary Party, Napoleon Alfaro; date 
and place of interview not specified] 


[Text] Atty Napoleon Alfaro, general secretary of the Revolutionary Party [PR], 
said today: "The Revolutionary Party is not worried about an earlier or later 
date for the elections. What does concern us are the conditions for a clean 
and honest electoral process." 


The political leader added: "There are some incongruities at the present time: 
As we all know, there is talk today of abolishing the Population Register, 

and thus making use of the residence card valid again, a document which, until 
recently, was considered discredited and devoid of any credibility, and which 
has, by some miracle, regained full credibility and is going to be used for 
the elections." 


[Question] Exactly what are the conditions which you would list as preliminary 
for feeling that an electoral process is guaranteed? 


[Answer] The freedom of judgment which must be exercised in the formation 

of civil defense brigades, for while these people are under a system of military 
discipline, a kind of psychological influence could be exerted on them in order 
to manipulate their will in a certain direction. Another obstacle which we 

see is the structuring of municipalities in the country’s interior, for like 

it or not, current mayors, who are appointed by the executive branch, represent 
a particular political orientation. 


[Question] Could you specify what that orientation is or which party or parties 
are involved? 


[Answer] We have made a field study and have concluded that most of the mayors 
could be classified as rightist thinkers; in order to avoid that, we are publicly 
recommending to the present government that when the Constituent Assembly elec- 
tion is scheduled, elections for mayors and municipal corporations should also 
be scheduled, since we would thus have a really democratic foundation for ending 








up with general elections and, at the same time, we would be returning autonomy 
to the municipalities, which is an especially revolutionary achievement. 


[Question] You spoke about the use of residence cards as a device which could 
tend toward fraud, isn't that so? 


[Answer] I referred to the paradox resulting from a document, which had been 
considered completely discredited, having regained its prestige, as though 

by magic, within t'« brief span of 2 months. And I am not making this up. 

You need only read the provisions of the law establishing the Population Register 
and it is stated therein. 


[Question] Then what do you believe should be the solution? 


[Answer] First, in order to regain credibility among the Guatemalan people, 
they must be given correct and specific information as to what the electoral 
processes will involve. 


Just imagine that at this late date there is still talk of changing the election 
calendar, and such vagueness produces uncertainty and distrust among the peopie. 
As was previously stated, that it is impossible to establish the use of the 
personal identity card, it should be clarified whether we are going to vote 
using the citizenship card or the residence card. But regardless of which 
document is used, the important thing is that information be provided about 

how voter lists will be derived. 


My view is that these lists should be derived from each municipality's records 
of births, marriages and deaths, for that is where accurate data on births 
and deaths can be obtained. 


[Question] There are rumors of false cards, thousands of them, but are these 
residence cards or citizenship cards? 


[Answer] As the Revolutionary Party has never been or formed part of any fraud 
in Guatemala's political history, no party member is therefore in a position 
to dispel that doubt. 


[Question] Then what do you believe should be used for the upcoming elections? 


[Answer] As I said before, it makes no difference to us whether the residence 
card or the citizenship card is used. What does concern us is how voter lists 
will be obtained, and that 327 municipal corporations should be elected at 

the same time as the Constituent Assembly. 


[Question] Does yuur answer mean that the present mayors of more than 300 
municipalities are not trustworthy? 


[Answer] Not so much that they are not trustworthy as much as the fact that 
they are guilty of an original sin, that of having been appointed by one person 
and not as a result of the expressed will of the people they represent. 


[Question] Are various groups still fighting the PR? 
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[Answer] The board of directors which I chair is not fighting with anyone, 

that is, it is open to dialogue with all revolutionary friends and sectors 
which, for one reason or another, disagree with our way of thinking, and we 

are trying, in particular, to settle our differences peacefully. We have there- 
fore confirmed this in an affidavit filed with the Register of Citizens and 

are prepared to accept the decision of the respective authorities; if the vote 
is favorable to us, we will open our doors to all friends who have disagreed 
with this board of directors in one way or another, although we are concerned 
about the manner, the unity of the revolutionary family, and the alliance with 
all democratic sectors of the country. 


[Question] There won't be any alliances with parties such as the MLN [National 
Liberation Movement], PID [Democratic Institutional Party] or CAN [Nationalist 
Authentic Federation]? 


[Answer] We have been talking with the United Revolutionary Front, FUR, 

Dr Carlos Gehiert Mata's Christian Socialists and are about to establish a 
dialogue with the URD [Democratic Revolutionary Union], led by Humberto Gonzalez 
Gamarra, and we will of course form no alliance with other sectors of thought. 


[Question] Are you expecting real, effective democratic pluralism, as has 
been advertised? 


[Answer] That's a good advertisement, but it is very difficult to believe 

in the product advertised, because the law concerning political organizations 
has many loopholes, and I will list some of them: For example, it is said 

that in order for a political party to establish itself as such, it must collect 
4,000 signatures in 12 departments and 50 municipalities, and they must be 

from literate persons. With a population such as ours, the vast majority of 
whom are illiterate, and within such a short period, like the one allowed, 

this will be very difficult, especially for the new committees. For so-called 
traditional parties, such as the Revolutionary Party, with governing boards 

in the republic's 327 municipalities, this presents no problem. But at this 
stage, they have not even prepared the membership forms, which must be notarized 
with no more than 20 signatures each. My party previously made a feasibility 
study on collecting signatures throughout the republic and the cost, in general 
terms, would exceed 50,000 quetzales. | 


[Question] From what you say, you give me the impression that the new committees 
are on shaky ground, aren't they? 


[Answer] I would say so, because they are faced with a very easy situation 
for forming their provisional boards of directors, but the pitfall lies in 
the difficulty which they will have in making the transition from committee 
to political party. And they will experience this when they have to comply 
with these requirements. 


[Question] I see an image of continuity with political parties enjoying the 
facilities which they have had in the past, is that correct? 
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[Answer] They enjoy the same difficulties; what happens is that because they 
already have a structure organized at the national level, they can implement 
membership mechanisms with more facility. 


[Question] And what do you think about Roberto Alejos' statement to the effect 
that political parties were receiving money from the government while forming 
an electoral front with government support? 


{Answer} He was no doubt the brains behind that front, because everyone is 
aware of the claims which he has made, claims which go beyond his possibilities. 
And this is an irresponsible, generalized accusation without any legal basis. 
The only thing he is seeking is free publicity, which we are not willing to 

give him. 


Rightist Coalition Necessitates Leftist Alliance 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 22 Sep 83 p 2 


[Text] Atty Leopoldo Urrutia Beltran, the leader of Democratic Alliance (AD), 
stated yesterday: "If rightist parties are united in the upcoming elections, 

an alliance of the forces of centrist and leftist-center parties will necessarily 
have to take place." 


The political leader was referring to the current rumors concerning possible 
unification of rightist groups, which include the MLN, PID, CAN and FUN. 


"Such unity,” Urrutia emphasized, "seems to be strong at present, but it must 
be remembered that democratic centrist and leftist-center groups could give 
specific shape to their views and march together in the upcoming electoral 
process." 


"There is no question,” he stressed, "that if rightist parties unite, leftist 
and centrist groups will necessarily have to do likewise, since they would 
be heading directly for defeat otherwise." 


Urrutia explained that the parties which could unite are the DC [Guatemalan 
Christian Democracy], PR, FUR, UCN [National Civic Union] and AD, as wel as 
others wishing to participate in the approaching election together with these 
organizations. 


The campaign committee leader pointed out that AD is gathering strength in 
the interior. 


Local Branches 


In other statements, the former deputy mentioned the various branches which 
are being formed in the country's interior. 


"The branch of the committee in Jutiapa was recently established, as well as 


another in Jalapa, and by this weekend still another will be sworn in in 
Retalhuleu,” he said. 
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Urrutia pointed out that there are already numerous groups forming around 
the AD. 


MLN, CAN Comment on Coalitions 
Cuatemala City EL IMPARCIAL in Spanish 21 Sep 83 pp 1, 2 
[Text] The MLN and CAN will be united in the upcoming election. 


Leaders of these political organizations acknowledged today that talks for 
this purpose have begun. 


In other words, the alliance of these two parties of conservative orientation 
is underway. 


"We share the same goal: to confront the leftists in the upcoming election,” 
leaders of both parties said. 


Both the MLN and CAN were losers in the last election. 


Their candidates, Mario Sandoval Alarcon and Gustavo Anzueto Vielman, were 
defeated by Gen Angel Anibal Guevara, the PID-PR-FUN coalition’s candidate. 


"As a result of differences which could have been resolved in time, we lost 
that election,’ MLN and CAN leaders noted. 


Now they do not want to suffer another defeat and believe that their experience 
was beneficial, and will therefore join forces. 


The talks concerning the alliance are apparently at the level of each party's 
board of directors and will later be discussed by the highest leaders. 


These leaders are, in this regard, atty Mario Sandoval Alarcon of the MLN and 
Gen Carlos Manuel Arana Osorio of CAN. 


These parties’ members expect leftist parties to also be united in the upcoming 
election. 


And they don't want the latter to "get the jump on them" as a result of having 
acted too slowly. 


They are not mistaken in their assessments, for there are winds carrying talk 
of an alliance among the DC, PNR [Reformist National Party], PR and FUR as well. 


Nor is it possible to rule out the possibility that the MLN and CAN will unite 
with the PID, the Democratic Institutional Party. 


According to political analysts, the PID has taken refuge under the MLN's “wing” 
and has probably been receiving advice from atty Sandoval Alarcon in recent 
weeks. 











The PID went over to the other side in the last election, forming a coalition 
with the PR and supporting the candidacy of General Guevara. 


{t formerly maintained a “political romance” with the MLN, which enabled it 
to obtain a natural share of power in the government of Gen Kjell Laugerud. 


The MLN, PID and CAN have been urging a return to constitutional government. 


They also tried to expedite the scheduling of elections during the government 
of General Rios Montt. 


But Rios Montt did not yield to such pressure, preferring instead to raise 
the hopes of those seeking to “make their debut” in national politics the next 
year. 


Some of che new civic committees might also join forces with the allied right. 


MLN and CAN leaders concluded: “It will not take very long for this alliance 
to be established; talks are well underway.” 


FUN Considers Coalitions Premature 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanish 23 Sep 83 p 2 


[Text] FUN's chairman, industrialist Roberto Alejos Arzu, said yesterday that 
"the National Unity Front (FUN) considers it premature to talk about alliances 
with other parties." 


He said that such coalitions are traditional with the approach of general elec- 
tions, but not in single instances for constituent assemblies, such as the 
upcoming process. 


"It is likely that following the Constituent Assembly election, FUN will decide 
to form an alliance with another party or parties, but at least for the time 
being, that possibility is remote.” 


"However," Alejos added, “dialogue is a positive thing, it is a good way to 
clear up the serious problems afflicting us. I believe that it is appropriate 
to talk with leaders of other political institutions to find the solutions 
most needed by Guatemala today.” 
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COUNTKY SECTLON HAITL 


CHARLES INTERVIEWED ON DOMESTIC SITUATION, CENTRAL AMERICA 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 5 Sep 83 p 2 


[Interview with Gerard Pierre Charles, exiled Haitian revolutionary leader, 
published by the Uruguayan magazine CUESTION in May 1983; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] [Question] What is happening in Haiti today? 


[Answer] We are living under a dictatorship which has lasted for 26 years and 
which oppresses the people in an extremely violent way, so in Haiti the 
prerequisites for an outbreak of revolutionary violence are more than present. 
Unfortunately, however, in fact the revolutionary forces have not managed in 
recent years to channel the generalized discontent into more advanced stages of 
struggle. 


[Question] What are the manifestations of the people's resistance movement? 


[Answer] The resistance against the Duvalier regime has been constant over the 
past 26 years, with a high point during the 1960's when vanguards were formed 
which challenged the regime. In 1969 the revolutionary movement suffered a 
severe blow. With imperialist support, using techniques of murder and 
destruction, techniques used also in Uruguay against the Tupamaros and in 
Argentina against the revolutionary movement, Duvalier won temporary success in 
his struggle. But in recent years the resistance has become evident again, 
although not in the form of armed conflict. 


Considering the tremendous violence of the regime and the denial of the most 
basic human rights, the use of violence against the regime is more than 
justified, but the predominant form of resistance in recent years has been the 
peaceful effort to assure political freedom for the popular movement. 


[Question] Aside from imperialist aid, what provides internal support for the 
regime? 


[Answer] During the 26 years that the regime has been taking possession of 
capital resources, the bourgeoisie has become enormously rich, so this sector 
supports the regime; but because of the generalized corruption and 
inefficiency, even the dominant group is troubled by factions and problems. 
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{Question} How much unity do the democratic forces in Haiti have? 


{Answer} There is a resurgence of the popular movement, and new forces are 
joining the struggle. In the first 15 years of the dictatorship, all the 
democratic sectors fought Duvalier and all were suppressed. During this stage, 
the communist movement was the best organized and it led the struggle. Today 
new groups have joined the fight, such as the Christian and Catholic 
organizations. PDC [Christian Democratic Party], though it does not take 
ideological stands, brings to bear the personal valor of its leader 

Silvio Claude. It cannot be identified with other Christian Democratic groups, 
and it is a popular anti-Duvalier party with political freedoms which is 
assisting in the fight against the dictatorship. 


{Question} What is the goal of the democratic movement in Haiti? 


[Answer] To open the way for political freedom, to raise the level of the 
resistance, to resist the terror which the dictatorship manipulates in an 
extremely efficient manner, to promote the unity of all people’s forces, 
revolutionaries, Christian basic organizations, and the like. 


These efforts will tend to create political freedoms and raise the level of the 
struggle of the Haitian masses. 


[Question] Does the existence of a social democratic government in the 
Dominican Republic have any influence on the Haitian situation? 


[Answer] I believe it is favorable to Haitian democracy, but the present 
situation, the present status of the struggle of the Haitian people, does not 
permit this favorable influence to be expressed. 


[Question] Moving to regional questions, Gerard, what is the view of Haitian 
democrats of the situation in Central America? 


[Answer] In Central America we see the fight of peoples traditionally 
oppressed and exploited by imperialism. This is a rebellion of small, 
humiliated nations, and therefore it has great importance as an example for all 
Latin Anerica. 


[Question] What do you think is the effect of the Falklands war on the 
sentiments of the peoples and even the governments of Latin America? 


[Answer] The Falklands conflict has shown the best educated sectors of the 
dominant classes that there are inevitable and insoluble contradictions between 
the interests of imperialism and the peoples and nations of Latin America. So 
the Falklands cont.ict has stimulated nationalism, anti-interventionism and a 
distancing from the positions of the United States, even on the part of 
governments which cannot be considered progressive in internal affairs. The 
United States was unmasked and paid a high price for this. 
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[Question] We recognize and support initiatives for peace like the efforts of 
the Contadora group in behalf of Central America. Do you believe that the 
popular movement is doing enough against intervention in Nicaragua? 


‘Answer}] You must realize that Reagan has to be taken very seriously; his plan 
is to wipe out the democratic, popular and independent movement in Central 
America. We support Contadora, an initiative which has great importance, but 
the popular movement has not used all the force necessary, if we consider that 
the fate of Latin America is at stake in Central America. 


[Question] What more could be done? 


[Answer] In view of the dimensions of the present intervention into Nicaragua, 
we believe it is a duty of all revolutionaries and patriots in Latin America to 
provide the fullest support for the Nicaraguan struggle, first by moving 
forward the developments in their own nations, and in second place, if the 
situation requires help in material terms, to aid the defense of the 
sovereignty of the Nicaraguan people, if the Sandinist Front and the government 
require it. 


[Question] Gerard, would you care to add any comments for the readers of 
CUESTION? 


[Answer] I would like to call attention to the Haitian situation. The problem 
of Haiti is in great measure the same as that of southern Latin America. Aside 
from coincidental differences, such as the fact that fascist terrorism was 
established several years earlier than in South America, the situation of 
oppression and extreme repression is similar. We need the peoples of Latin 
America and the whole world to show more interest in what is happening in 
Haiti, where we have an extreme case of poverty and fascist repression. In 
closing, I would Like to reflect on the development of internationalisn. 
Imperialist terrorist violence must increasingly oblige the peoples of Latin 
America to respond with all their strength in defense of the nations undergoing 
apegression, for their fate is the fate of all Latin America. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HAITI 


PAPER QUESTIONS IMPACT OF GOVERNMENT CHANGES 
Port-au-Prince LE PETIT SAMEDI SOIR 20~26 Aug 83 p 15 
/Article: “Are the Haitians Living at a Time of Great Constitutional Change?"/ 


/Text/ Recently, the life-term president of the republic invited journalists to 
be prepared for major changes to be announced. Through the press, the invitation 
of the chief of state was in fact addressed to the nation, which has so often 
been rocked by the hope that the political situation--and even the economic 
situation--will be freed up by government action. 


At this time, what changes can one hope for, desire, and expect? An acceleration 
of the democratic process in which people firmly believed in the 1970's, when 

the regime of "the revolutioanry permanence” unclamped the vise of censorship 

and openly accepted contradiction, contestation. 


It goes without saying that everyone who went through, with open eyes, the 
uightmare of Black Friday and the coup of 28 November has good reason to doubt 
the promises of the official speech. However, the spirit of the municipal 
elections, their organization and execution seem to be presentiments of "spring," 
of a renewal, if one is to continue to believe those who gravitate around the 
power of Port-au-Prince. 


Will the fruits exceed the promise of the flowers? No one thinks--and people 
have told us what they think--that the spirit of the municipal election. is 
praiseworthy, but there is really no correlation betweer words and deeds. You 
might as well say that, at some levels, the organization of the municipalities 
has, in certain regions, been completely irrelevant. Men--and this is human 
nature--deliberately make mistakes for which they would like to blame democracy. 


The life-term head of the nation therefore promises spectacular changes. fFor 

the time being, «ne can only speculate. How far will he go in these innovations 
which needless to say, may mean a deeper rupture with the past? Will real 
democracy be born out of these positions taken? This implies the right to free 
expression without the risk of committing a "violation of opinion” and to 
contradiction, which would assure the citizen that public affairs are everybody's 
business, 
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How far can the chief of state go in these innovations, when the power is often 
pulled back and forth by struggles for influence, the fluctuations of which can 
be measured by the decisions that accelerate or slow the progress of Haitian 
society toward democratic civilization? This would require, at the very least, 
the salutary presence of political parties, whose debates illuminate the way to 
follow. In any case, with this in view, an overhauling of the constitution 
would be necessary, as the current one does not facilitate the game of democracy, 
the parliamentary game which one might call the majority and the opposition. 
One question leading to another, will we see early legislative elections? 


These are only hypotheses. History would once again be an eternal repetition. 
We were involved in a commotion identical to that in 1964 when the government 
of Francois Duvalier amended the Fundamental Charter. 


All things considered, if this were so, the government of Jean-Claude Duvalier 
would have courageously immortalized itself by agreeing to do away with a 
constitution that had served its time and with those who inspired it. We would 
then speak of a second death. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HAITI 


BRIEFS 


CONFERENCE ON PROSTITUTION--"Over 20,000 male and female prostitutes today live 
on the outskirts of the capital, dragging their suffering, their physical and 
moral decay, their venereal diseases. The neurosis is now at the doorstep of 

our families." Such was the alert sounded by the excellent secretary of state 
for social affairs, Theodore E. Achille, on the occasion of the day of reflection 
on prostitution which recently took place at the Hotel Christopher on the theme 
"Prostitution in Haitian Society" under the dynamic direction of the Institute 
for Social Welfare and Research. indeed, prostitution has become such a scandal 
in the Haitian community--and even involves many minors led astray by "“procurers 
and maintained without soul or conscience"--that Minister Achille thought it 
urgent to warn fathers and mothers "that Haitian society cannot continue to 

see itself with this mask of horror." The recommendations made by Elien Joseph 
of the Haitian Center for Investigation in Social Sciences were noted with 
satisfaction: (a) increase the number of social services in the comtry; 

(b) create a sanitation police squad with the aid of other organizations to 
combat the tendency toward prostitution; (c) implement a sex-education philosophy 
capable of curbing the adolescents’ sex drive and of compensating for the lack 
of affection in the home; (d) facilitate outlets on the job market. /Excerpts/ 
/Port-au-Prince LE PETIT SAMED{ SOIk in French 20-26 Aug 83 p 16/ 12368 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


PMT DISSIDENTS LED BY VALLEJO TO JOIN PSUM 
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 29 Aug 83 p 32 
[Article by Oscar Hinojosa] 


[Text] With the prediction that the PMT [Mexican Workers Party] “will die of 
starvation,” Demetrio Vallejo and some 800 followers resigned from this 
organization and made known their intention to join the PSUM [Unified Socialist 
Party of Mexico], “which surely will present no obstacles.” 


In a press conference on Thursday 25 August, the leader of the railroad 
movement of 1958 said that the PMT is “plagued by the despotism and 
authoritarianism of Heberto Castillo.” 


Dionisio Noriega, one of the followers of Vallejo present at the press 
conference, maintained that the joining of the PSUM is practically a fact, 
because the PMT was the party that initiated the process of fusion and because 
there are no discrepancies with the principles of the Unified Socialists. 


Noriega assured that “the matter of the party symbol” was not important for the 
Vallejo group. Also during the press conference, Heberto Castillo, Eduardo 
Valle, Violeta Vazquez and Jose Alvarez were accused of nepotism, because their 
relatives occupy managerial positions on committees without bases. 


Vallejo stated that he is prepared to share party life with Velentin Campa, 
with whom he has had political differences, for “the PSUM is not the Mexican 
Communist Party and nei~her is Campa” and because “I hope that above all the 
unity of the Left will prevail.” 


Vallejo's resignation occurred 15 days before the beginning of the third 
regular national assembly of the PMT, which will define the political course of 
the PMT in view of the acute situation of the country, modify this party's 
basic documents and elect the new national directorate. 


In response to Vallejo's position, Jose Alvarez Icaza told the reporter that 
the former railroad leader occupied the Secretariat of Organization for 9 years 
“in a high-handed and terroristic manner." 





Due “to the former prestige of the leader," said Alvarez Icaza, “everyone 
thought that things were very well organized there. But on account of the 
upcoming, national assembly, we have reviewed all of his work and, inasmuch as 
no one was helping him, we have founl it very deficient and incomplete. 
Therefore, we have taken on the task of reworking, the entire party structure.” 


He added sarcasticallys “With extensive knowledge of the facts, which anyone 
can review, I can say that the ‘destruction’ that the leadership of Vallejo 
caused the PMT is minimal.” 


Tne PMT organization secretary rejected the accusations of nepotism, since this 
would be the case “if the participation of the family members were of some 
benefit to them, but I believe that the people will agree with us that being in 
the PMT does not bring benefits but problems. 


"If it is nepotism that my son Pablo is occupying one of the eight positions on 
the delegation committee of Cuauhtemoc, how would we characterize the nepotisn 
of Lazaro Gonzalez, when his children and relatives quit along with him, 14 in 
all,” he asked himself. With Vallejo's other great supporter, Martin Arias 
from Jalisco, his wife, children and other relatives also quit. “What should 
that be called?” he asked. = 


On Vallejo's prediction in regard to the destiny of the PMT, he replied: “The 
PMT seems to have nine Lives. Many times they have predicted our death in the 
near future. And we continue to grow. In the report that I will present to 
the national assembly, I report that to date I have been able to ascertain that 
the PMT now has 36,602 members, that it has more than doubled in size since 
Vallejo's last report in the second assembly in 1980, and that we still have 
more than 20,000 membership forms to process, because the preparation of the 
assembly was made difficult by Vallejo's quarreling. 


"Il can conservatively estimate,” he said, "that in an effort by myself and 50 
helpers since my appointment, more than 50,000 citizens have approached the PMT 
to affiliate themselves. 


"Now all that remains is for us to wish the PSUM and Vallejo much happiness in 
their relations,” he stated in closing. 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


NEW REGULATION SIGNIFIES AUTO INDUSTRY RESTRUCTURING 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 14 Sep 83 pp 1, 8 
[Article by Angelica Quezada] 


[Text] Automobile models and production lines will be reduced to a sixth of 
the present models and lines; importation of cars into border areas and duty- 
free zones will be suspended; and 8-cylinder cars will no longer be assembled 
here beginning next year. These measures are being taken because existing 
specific needs for the collective transportation of both passengers and goods 
remain unsatisfied, while the automotive industry is producing superfluous 
accessories and units that do not correspond to the country's gasoline consump- 
tion, size, price and foreign exchange requirements. 


Secretary of Commerce and Industrial Development Hector Hernandez Cervantes 

made the above arguments yesterday in announcing the application of the Program 
for Rationalization of the Automobile Industry, which proposes these objectives, 
among others, as part of a reorientation of the productive structure in the 
direction of prices that are internationally competitive and fair to the Mexican 
consumer. 


The provisions of this decree will be published in the federal government's 
"Official Bulletin” within the next few days and will enter into effect 
beginning in 1984. 


With the publication of the decree, a substantial change will be made in the 
traditional development policy applied over the last 20 years, since, among 
other things, the subsidies granted by the state for the importation of mater- 
ials and components will be eliminated. During the last decade, these repre- 
sented, on the average, about 40 percent of the financial benefits granted by 
the government during the period for the development of economic activities 
considered to have priority and amounted to about 30 billion pesos, according 

to the figures of the Department of Programming and Budget and the then existing 
Department of the Patrimony and Industrial Development. 


Nevertheless, the new agreement, like the 1962 one, emphasizes increased local 
content, foreign exchange compensation and attainment of a positive trade 
balance for the sector. Now, beginning this year, enterprises making the final 
product and autoparts manufacturers will have access to foreign exchange only 





to the extent that it is capable of generating business nad thus putting an 
end to the automobile industry's chronic and growing deficit. 


Data provided during the secretary of commerce and industrial development ‘s 
press conference by Miguel Rivera, director of the metallurgical and mechanical 
industry and capital goods office, confirmed these facts as follows: 


In 1977, 27.7 percent of the country's trade balance deficit was generated 
by the automobile sector. 


In 1980, according to department of programming and budget figures, the sector 
accounted for 52.3 percent of the foreign trade deficit. 


In 1981, the automobile industry's part of the total trade deficit rose to 57.7 
percent. 


And in 1982, even though the country's overall trade balance was favorable, tne 
automobile industry registered a deficit of 730 million dollars. 


Hernandez Cervantes noted that, while the external deficit of this manufacturing 
sector tended to decline in 1982 as internal demand for its products increased, 
foreign exchange problems continued to arise. In addition, Mauricio de Maria y 
Campos, undersecretary for industrial development, said that, as a result of 
economic readjustment, 30,000 workers had been dismissed; nevertheless, thanks 
to increased exports and the substitution of locally produced components for 
imported ones, 10,000 of them had returned to work. 


The secretary of commerce and industrial development stressed that the docu- 
ment setting forth changes in automotive sector policy is neither a short-term 
panacea nor implicit recognition of errors in the policy applied hitherto. He 
seid that improvements are being made and, furthermore, gave assurances that, 
taking into account the fact that the assembly enterprises are 100 percent 
dependent on foreign capital, a policy of foreign investment will be applied 
pragmatically in this sector. 


Among the measures adopted to correct problems that have existed from the be- 
ginning, as well as others that have arisen over the years, the followi g 
were announced: 


During the next 4 years, production lines wiil be reduced to three and models 

to no more than seven for each enterprise (in 1981, there were 19 of the former 
and 47 of the latter); the industry's dependence on foreign sources, high prices 
and poor quality are attributed to the excessive number of models. This will 

be done with the objectives of producing in this country, for the first time, 
vehicles that can be sold at internationally competitive prices, thus facili- 
tating the sector's participation in international trade, and of providing the 
Mexican consumer with cars at prices similar to those of foreign ones, whereas 
now cars made here cost up to 100 percent more than those made abroad. 


The installation of 8-cylinder motors in cars and commercial vehicles known as 
"pick-ups" will be prohibited, beginning in November 1984 and November 1985, 
respectively. 





The advances made toward greater local content in the vehicles will be con- 
sOlidated; local content in cars will be increased to a minimum of 10 percent 
(components and parts) and, by 1987, to 60 percent; in trucks and buses, it 
will be 20 percent and, by 1987, 80 and 90 percent, respectively. 


Enterprises manufacturing the final product will be obliged to allocate at 
least 20 percent of their total production to the manufacture of "austere" 
models in 1984, a proportion that should increase to 25 percent in 1985, for 
the Mexican consumer's benefit. Moreover, the department of commerce will 
determine which parts are to be considered as luxury items and therefore to be 
made locally. 


Besides ratifying the existence of the Interdepartmental Committee for the 
Automotive Industry, whose functions are of a technical nature, the decree 
creates a consultative committee for the automotive sector with the objective 
of ensuring coordinated planning with respect to the needs and commitments of 
the plants making the finished product, autoparts manufacturers and those pro- 
viding raw materials that promote the balanced development of the sector. 


The secretary of commerce and industrial development stressed that the antici- 
pated demand for cars for the rest of the decade does not justify keeping the 
excessive number of models and production lines now in existence. A demand 

of approximately 300,000 production units is envisaged for 1987, that is, about 
50,000 for each automotive enterprise, in order to achieve production levels on 
an international scale, since, while in Europe, the United States and Japan, 

an average of 100-150 thousand vehicles per production line are made, in Mexico 
this year fewer than 7,000 will be produced (in 1981, the figure was 13,000). 


Finally, the official said that, as a result of the transformation in the 
structure of the industry, the country should have an automotive sector capable 
of generating foreign exchange sufficient to meet its own needs, competing on 
the international market with respect to prices, improving the quality of its 
product and benefitting the Mexican consumer. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON MEXICO 


PETROLEUM UNION LEADER TORRES PANCARDO DIES IN AUTO CRASH 
Driver Shot Before Collision 

Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 10 Sep 83 pp 1-A, 18-A, 34-A 

[Article by Felipe Marquez A. ] 


[Text] Poza Rica, Veracruz, 9 September--Oscar Torres Pancardo, leader of 
Section 30 of the STPRM [Trade Union of Petroleum Workers of the Mexican 
Republic] died early this morning along with three other persons when the 
vehicle in which they were riding collided with a trailer and was then hit by a 
truck. The accident occurred at 11 pm Thursday at kilometer 167 of the highway 
Pachuca-Poza Rica. 


The van, with license plates 782-SRY and owned by the petroleum leader and 
mayor of this locality, was being driven by Noe Cruz, who showed a gunshot 
wound in his right temple. Apparently, the driver was shot before the 
collision. 


Torres Pancardo was accompanied by his secretary Maria Vela Pedrosa and Laura 
Nava, both of whom died at the site of the mishap. This was not the case for 
Oscar Torres and his driver, who were still alive when they arrived at the 
PEMEX hospitai in this locality. 


Marco Antonio Figueroa Jimenez, chief of the department of criminology, aid 
that the autopsy performed on the body of Noe Cruz shows that the projectile 
that they fired at him passed through his cranium from the right to the left. 


Gilberto Santos Gonzalez, secretary of the agency of the Public Ministry, 
reported that the incident occurred opposite the village of Villa Lazaro; the 
vehicle in which the mayor was traveling was torn apart after first colliding 
with a trailer and then being hit by a truck, he said. 


As of now, the Federal Highway Police has not presented its findings on the 
accident. 


A vigil was held over the corpse of Torres Pancardo in his home at 112 Leona 
Vicario in the colony of Santa Emilia, where Salvador Barragan Camacho, 
national STPRM leader was present, along with Joaquin Hernandez Galicia, 
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Governor Agustin Acosta Lagunes and the state attorney general, Pericles 
Namorado Urrutia. 


The body was taken to the municipal palace, where a municipal council meeting 
was held. From there it was moved to the offices of Section 30 of the STPKM. 


Burial will be tomorrow at 10 am in the municipal mausoleum of this locality. 
A vigil over the remains of Laura Nava and Noe Cruz is also being held there, 
while the remains of Maria Vela were taken to Huauchinango, Puebla. 


[t was 5 years ago that the petroleum leader was wounded during the shooting in 
which Heriberto Kehoe Vincent, the then secretary general of the STPRM, was 
killed. 


Marta Torres, daughter of Oscar Torres Pancardo, arrived tonight from San 
Antonio, Texas, aboard Flight 721 of Mexicana de Aviacion. On being asked by 
reporters, she said that she was not certain that her father died accidentally. 
She was met at the airport by Bruno Carrillo, who claimed to be a member of the 
Secretariat of Social Foresight of the petroleum union. When the reporters 
insisted in their questions about the death of Torres Pancardo in an annoying 
and energetic manner, Bruno Carrillo said: “Oscar Torres was not 
assassinated.” Immediately, the young woman was almost lifted up by two other 
persons who helped her into a blue automobile with license plates 472-AGE. 


Before closing the car door, Marta said that she could not say anything more 
because the plane was leaving. She apparently left for the city of Poza Rica 
by private flight. 
In addition, it is reported that Torres Pancardo’s driver has a bullet wound 
behind the right ear with a slight downward angle. The caliber of the bullet 
is 9 millimeters. 

Death Seen Favoring Dissidents 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 10 Sep 83 pp 1-A, 17-A 
[Article by Mario Ruiz Redondo] 
[Excerpt] Minatitlan, Veracruz, 9 September--With the appearance here of the 


Union Committee for Moral Renovation, the division among the STPRM leadership 
becomes more obvious. 









The death of Oscar Rorres Pancardo, leader of Section 30 ¥ Bt litical chief of 
the central zone, considered a loyal man close to Salvadopeg@ragan Camacho and 
Joaquin Hernandez Galicia, favors the advance of active an&®Strong dissidence 


in the central and southern regions of the petroleum fiefdor?. 


Here, among the union opposition to the current national executive committee of 
the trade union, it was asserted today that “power is slipping from the hands” 
of the leadership group. 








The current leader of the local section (Section 10), David Ramirez Cruz, and 
Marcos Lopez Mora in Poza Rica--Section 30--are considered the most important 
dissidents of the union movement in PEMEX, who are fighting to end the 
antidemocratic “dictatorship” in the national union. 


[In view of the clear crumbling away of the power of petroleum in this region, 
the lower-level Leaders and contractors-~-the latter are often the 
*"iuniors”--have begun to sell property and anything that might reveal wrongly 
acquired wealth. The case of Hector Garcia Hernandez, known as "El Trampas,” 
the former director of education and culture of the National Executive 
Committee of STPKM, has had quite an infiuence on the thinking of these 


leaders. 


"Modest" houses worth up to 16 million pesos, for example, are knocked down in 
this city to half of tneir value. In the newspapers, ads of this type have 
miltiplied. Construction materials imported from Europe and part of the houses 
are included as inducements. 


9746 
C50: 3248/1294 


6h 





COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


PSUM INCORPORATES PMT DISSIDENTS--Demetrio Valiejo and 800 other former 

members of the PMI [Mexican Workers Party] yesterday officially joined the 

PSUM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico] committee for Mexico City. Incorpora- 
tion of the former railway workers leader, fighter in labor causes and exper- 
ienced party militant aroused enthusiasm in the PSUM regional offices, it was 
said, because, as the official statement points out, it will enrich the PSUM, 
especially in the areas of labor and agricultural settlements. Furthermore, 
PSUM representation will be strengthened in the delegations from Miguel Hidalgo, 
Cuauhtemoc, Gustavo A. Madero and Tlapan. The mass enrollment, following upon 
the signature of a joint declaration by Vallejo and Valentin Campa a few days 
ago, is a proof, it is said, of the PSUM's unitary spirit. [Text] [Mexico 
City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 14 Sep 83 p 5] 12336 


DROUGHT AFFECTING CHIHUAHUA AGRICULTURE--According to Ernesto Torres Garcia, 
head of this state's small properties office, the prolonged drought affected 

30 pexcent of Chihuahua's cultivated area this year. He added that the losses 
have not yet been quantified and that the National Agriculture and Livestock 
Insurance Corporation will be asked to compensate for damages sustained as soon 
as possible, in order that farmers may have sufficient resources to enable them 
to plant again. He said that even the Mennonite plantations in the municipality 
of Cuauhtemoc had been damaged by the scarcity of water. The damage would have 
been greater, he said, if the rainy season had not begun early in August. 

[Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 12 Sep 83 p 11-D] 12336 


VISIT BY FRENCH DEPUTIES--French deputies Claude Michel, Albert Brochard, 
incois Patriat, Andre Soury, Josep Vidal and Roland Buillaule, members of the 
‘nch parliamentary committee for production and interchange, arrived in this 
ipital yesterday. This committee, which has official responsibility for in- 
dustry, agriculture, trade and planning matters, has come here to acquire a 
better knowledge of how Mexico is organized to deal with these matters and to 
analyze the possibilities for Franco-Mexican interchanges and cooperation. 
The French Embassy has stated that the visitors will be received by Secretary 
of Commerce Hector Hernandez Cervantes, Secretary of Agriculture and Hydraulic 
Resources Horacio Aguilar and Secretary of Programming and Budget Carlos Salinas 
de Gortari, as well as by the members of the chamber of deputies composing the 
the committees on these questions. It was also announced that they would visit 
French and Franco-Mexican enterprises such as Renault and the Metro system in- 
stallations and work projects. Also, they will exchange opinions with business- 








men from the Franco~-Mexican Chamber of Commerce and CEMAI, meet with the Pemex 
(Mexican Petroleum) authorities and visit work projects in the Campeche zone. 
fhe visitors were welcomed at the International Airport by French Ambassador 
to Mexico Bernard Brochet and the minister-counselor of the said diplomatic 
Mission, Henri Tran Van Kha. [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 12 Sep 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


WEEKLY ON SHINING PATH LEADERSHIP, PHILOSOPHY 
Santiago COSAS in Spanish 25 Aug 83 pp 36-37 
[Article by Jose Rodriguez Elizondo] 


[Text] A sinister mixture of mysticism, terrorism and 

Indian roots has converted the Peruvian guerrilla move- 
ment into a factor of political panic. The democratic 

government of Fernando Belaunde responded belatedly to 

it, according to the opposition. 


When the terrorists of Sendero Luminoso [SL, or Shining Path] attacked the 
local center of Accion Poplar [AP, or Popular Action], President Fernando 
Belaunde Terry abandoned circumlocutions and declared open warfare 1? oe 
the organization. The noted political columnist of the daily EXPRESO, nuel 
b’Ornellas, known as "the small populist'"--sympathizer of the government party-- 
applauded the end of euphemisms or "eliptical allusions to subversive violence." 
As he wrote, the head of state had at last called a spade a spade. 


A week earlier Gen Francisco Morales Bermudez, former "de facto” head of state 
who now seeks to be Peru's constitutional president, had gone farther. In an 
interview with the periodical OIGA he said that "this is a civil war." And the 
political world, practically unanimously, had to recognize that people ahd been 
unable to assign to Shining Path members the significance that they had on the 
basis of their own intentions outlined in texts and pamphlets. 


The fact is that, in keeping with a singular variable of their modesty, the 
Peruvians were unable to accept that in Ayacucho, the mysterious heart of the 
Peruvian hinterland, there had begun to mature, explosively, one of the most 
violent and important terrorist organizations of the entire world. 


There are basically three factors which have made Shining Path a negatively 
exemplary and unique organization of its kind: 


lL. Its top leader, Abimael Guzman, must be the most studious of the extremists 
who have surfaced, at least in Latin America. A kind of Bakhunin from Arequipa, 
he qualified as a philosophy professor on the basis of his lengthy thesis of 
some 200 pages. In it Guzman surveyed the history of Western thought since the 
pre-Socratic philosophers and concluded that revolutionary truth has begun to 
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emerge only since Hegel's time. A work conceived to justify personal proposals 
wiich “complement” Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, the thesis additionally revealed 
an impeccable use of language. 


2. The organization and its leader do not admit to any involvement or sympa- 
thies with any "real" socialism. They rule out with equanimity Soviets, Cubans, 
Chinese (their major "bete noire” being Deng Xiao Ping), and even the arch- 
orthodox Albanians. By the same token, Abimael Guzman is nothing less to his 
apostles than "the fourth luminary in world revolution.” The other three are 
Marx, Lenin and Mao. 


3. Shining Path has not surfaced in order to take advantage of a "weak 
democracy" as some claim. The existence of Belaunde's democratic regime is 
merely an accident in the path of Guzman who conceived his trailblazing class 
war in 1970. At that time it was the military who were in office and their 
leader was the Leftist Gen Juan Velasco Alvarado. Even more, the time of tehir 
"torces' buildup" occurred essentially between 1975 and 1980 when it is 
specifically Cen Morales Bermundez who was in power. 


Thus, this organization with two names (Shining Path signs its manifestos as 

the Communist Party of Peru without any concern for the intellectual appropriate- 
ness of designations, logos and symbols) has a comparatively exceptional leader 
who has known how to inculcate extraordinary amounts of fanaticism into his 
followers, who has established a mystical-military hierarchy, and dr. 1 up a 
short-term, medium-term, and long-term plan--from the indoctrination stage to 
that of SL's total assumption of power--without worrying whether such power 

would be in the hands of "civilian bourgeois," "military bourgeois,” or Leftists 
afflicted with "parliamentary imbecility." 


This is more than could have been imagined by a Carlos Marchela planning or 
organizing in Brazil or by any of the leaders of the various people's revolu- 
tionary or national liberation armies who, with some publicity but little 
preparation, have periodically made their appearance in Latin America. 


Power Alone 


Little is known about Guzman since he ascended the mountains of Ayacuch Depart- 
ment. But the hierarchy that he has been able to build up speaks sufficiently 
about his own person. Since it is so perfect, there is no possibility whatever 
of figuring out the role of his aides or intermediate-level commanders. While 
the slogan of Shining Path is “except for power everything is illusion,” its 
organizational chart appears to indicate that, except for "Gonzalo," Guzman's 
"nom de guerre,” all the others are only fantasy. 


A little while b.ck the review CARETAS suggested, even though in a masked way, 
that Shining Path had a deputy leader called Julio Cesar Mezzich and that this 
should not be surprising given the supposed ill-health of Gonzalo (there are 
some who assert that he may be dead). Mezzich, a former student of the aristo- 
cratic La Inmaculada school, a classmate of the present minister of industry, 
Ivan Rivera, is an enigmatic revolutionary who, like Guzman, covered his way 

of the cross of dissidence inside the Peruvian Marxist Left. Cesar Mezzich’s 
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heightened level of awareness prompted him to the point of marrying a girl 
from the mountain region, a member of an Ayacucho community, in order to be- 
come part of the class which he hoped to instill with revolutionary fervor. 

fhe hypothesis of his deputy leadership or of his high standing as Guzman's 
officer was and is plausible, but it did not rate any comment, direct or 
indirect, by Shining Path. However, suggestively, anonymous death threats 
reached the steps of the review's editorial offices and were repeated through- 
out that week. 


As for those Shining Path members who were captured, they represent a sur- 
prising spectacle. The men on the penal islet of El Fronton and the women in 
a Lima jail became extremely fanatical upon their incarceration. Television 
has shown incredible scenes depicting these Shining Path prisoners as masters 
of their situation in confinement. They have hung up their flags, symbols and 
icons everywhere; they perform doctrinaire gymnastics every day; teachers of 
the Quechua language give instruction to those among their comrades who are 
unfamiliar with Quechua; and as soon as they see a camera in someone's hand 
they pose defiantly, raising their fists and singing their battle hymns. 


Their dialogue is nonexistent. For them there is no exchange of ideas because 
only their viewpoints are valid. Additionally, it would be impossible for them 
to accept the concept of shared or alternating power. However, their ranks 
include university students and even faculty from the University of Ayacucho 

in Huamanga. This fact itself makes their brand of violence more terrifying-- 
violence which unites the citizens’ capability cf inventiveness with ancestral 
forms of highland justice. Indeed, Shining Path does a number of things which 
evidences a symbiosis between the sophistication of Gonzalo and the violent 
traditions of the Andean region, expressed for example in the work of Ciro 
Algeria or Manuel Scorza. That is where one reads about those corpses with 
crushed thigh bones so that their souls may not walk about seeking vengeance, 
or about heads with their eyes gourged so that even if the souls should wander 
about they would not be able to see. And that is where one finds those corpses 
buried face down so that, following their punishment, they may only become part 
of the nurturing earth without being able to emerge from the Pachamama. 


Democracy in Danger 


While the methods and organization of SL are tragically novel, their eifects in 
the society are classical: Getting used to fear or the routine of violence; 

the loss of evidence when the government investigates or sanctions; catalyzing 
action which increases subversive or merely delinquent activities; and the 
bringing into play of the democratic system itself which is beginning to be 
perceived at a critical juncture of destabilization. The method of this madness 
leads to unloading all the blame on the sacrificial lamb of government beyond 
its real transgressions and without considering its technical possibility of 
action. This is an old and dangerous game whose symptoms have already been in 
evidence ver and over again. 


Such is the case, for instance, with Peru's chief public prosecutor, Dr Miguel 
Cavero Egusquiza, who, undoubtedly in good faith, has already fallen into the 
trap. Impressed by the assassination of one of his assistant prosecutors in 
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\yacucho, the chief prosecutor offered to hold a dialoyue with Shining Path, 

his own initiative and at his own risk. Comrade Gonzalo, in keeping with 
ttyle, refused to consider the offer. Subsequent actlons and instruction: 
idditionually, made it clear that the SL seeks war and that it Is not trying to 
Cherlin towith dialbopyue, Tt is a tact that the spontaneous move of the prosecu- 
tor decply displeased the poveroment and that ite effectiveness was considered 
unlikely by the church itseell, jut oin any case, the very offer by Cavero was 
dlreaiy a political triumph for Shining Path, which tound itself become a 
leyitivaate toterlocutor for a high tivure of the establishment. 


Path 3 vol Por 


hor mecy Peruvians the above does not mean that the government has acted with 

the wisdom called for by such a dramatic event. It is generally held that the 

Peruvian president was late in recoynizing the reality of the situation. It 

is recolled that Belaunde Terry had acted analogously in 1965 when he did not 

wish ty recognize that guerrillas were guerrillas. We preferred to call them 
ittle thieves." On this occasion, great pains were taken to view the actions 

of SL os simple crimes or, at the most, as subversive acts induced by an abstract 

tranyger who never became concrete, Thus, by the time the shock of dynamite, 

yenocide and steve in Lima forced Belaunde's hand, the members of Shining Path 

had ywe.ned strategically precious time, 


Ay tor the Peruvian armed forces, they seem to understand fully the tremendous 
dimens on of the challenge. To bewvin with, they do not claim that they can wipe 
oul tesroriom from one day to the next or pretend to be able to repeat their 
performance of 1965 apainst the guerrillas, At that time the Peruvian military 
liquideted brilliantly and with greater effectiveness than thelr Latin American 
colleaties the Guevara=type points of resistance led by Luis de la Puente Uceda, 
Guille-mo Lobaton and Hector Bejar. And the Peruvian military seized power 

only 3 years later, strengthened by its operations. 


Juduiny by their declarations, casualties and warnings, tt is deduced that the 

Peruvion armed forces are very much aware of what is involved now and further- 
re toat they are cognizant of the risk of adopting an Argentine-type strategy, 

., of becoming involved in an internal and dirty war that would Impact 

m their prestige, that would deeply divide the Peruvians, and which tr the last 

malyeis would not help their professtonal capabilities related to their pri- 


tint ] 


mary funetions. 


it i lear that, given the seriousness of the situation--at this point the 
immed forces hold the political and military power in Ayacucho--the balance 
of forces is becoming constantly more critical and heady comments easier. 


furthermore, there are other factors which affect the behavior of the govern- 
ment and the military. Among them, the existence of various law-enforcing 

igen tes which compete among themselves without preparation to ect as "front- 
line’ units, contentiously, lacking combative morale and, seemingly, susceptible 
to infiltration. One need also consider the existence of a weak and obsolete 
judicial system for these purposes, 














And neither the rapid strikes of the terrorists nor their safe location repre- 
gent security [for the law-enforcing agencies]. And directly related is a 
prison infrastructure which serves only to strengthen Shining Path members. 
All this is happening in the context of a serious economic recession of a 
strictly Latin American type. 


As for the system of political parties, the strong and renovated alliance of 
the government party with the Popular Christian Party [PPC] protects the system 
against internal whims and parliamentary surprises. The APRA [American 
Revolutionary Popular Alliance], the principal and powerful opposition party, 
knows on its part that its chances of reaching power depend on terrorism being 
(thoroughly) wiped out. As for the Marxist Left, a sizable sector has condemned 
the SL, evidencing the existence of a “democratic vacuum." Another sector, 
unfortunately, has been unable to avoid ambiguity. Driven between the fear of 
sceing itself outflanked by Shining Path on the Left and by its doctrinaire 
theses that would prevent it from giving a nod to a "bourgeois" government, it 
is directed to merely denouncing the excesses of the police in Ayacucho while 

it handles the terrorists with respect. “erring comrades" is the way that more 
than one leader has characterized politely this group on describing the violent 
activists of the “fourth luminary" of Gonzalo. 


This is how the intractable activists of Shining Path will flourish in the his- 
toric and political weaknesses of their country. In their attacks they have re- 
called--and rightly so--the dreadful methods used by Pol Pot and his followers 
in millenary Kampuchea. Shining Path is now hitting Lima where anonymity and 
skillful attacks are facilitated by the social turmoil and the Lima residents’ 
lack of preparedness for this type of action. The damage caused is already 
plentiful, but this does not obviate the fact that a minority group is involved. 
The Peruvian people, who value their democracy, will have to reinforce it in 
adversity because its fall would represent a tremendous success for Abimael 
Guzman. 


2662 
CSO: %3348/1 














TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


COUNTRY SECTION 


S RECOGNIZED 


7 
J 


DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING TOBAGO; NEW STATU 


CMA Issue 





= eal ri GSHEF 
: Fu . 
ie, Hathd! op aria th ee 


ST ey 


aoa Bik. oa au ti He 
i nia ant iH j Ee 
inl hui ry i 


b eas ia 


EE | 3: } 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 8 Sep 83 p 8 
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Boost for Standing in Sports 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 14 Sep 83 p 56 


[Article by George Baptiste] 


oat “ile 


i tea 


a4 


’ 
; 


[Excerpt 


iE ie 


geet fiat 
a ane fF 
i ait! Mi: ‘J 


-) jtenell hill 
5 tind 
iat HELGE 
ae | 7 
vn 
ene sit | 


New Highway 
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Recognition of New Stature 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 9 Sep 83 p 6 


[Editorial] 


[Text ] 


THE CREATION of a To- 
bago House of Assembly in 
1980 was largely a result 
of the political agitation by 
Democratic Action Con- 
gress (DAC) political lead- 
er ANR Robinson and his 
loyal supporters in Toba- 
go. It was perceived then 
as an institution that 
would better focus on the 
problems of Tobagonians- 
~and indeed it has been 
doing precisely that, no 
doubt to the central Gov- 
ernment’s embarrassment. 


Take the case of the 
Crown Point airport run- 
way which, since 1978, 
was considered in a bad 
enough state to require 
‘urgent’ attention from the 
then Prime Minister. In 
the five years since, the 
situation at Crown Point 
Airport has become, if 
anything, more urgent 
since not very much has in 
fact been done about re- 
surfacing and strenghten- 
ing the runway. 

It is incredible that since 
the Government finally 
awarded a large contract 
in 1981 for the extension 
and repair of both Piarco 
and Crown Point airports, 
the joint venture enter- 
prise of Alves of Trinidad 
and MBL of Canada has 
taken some two years to 
get down to the crucial 
task of repairing the 
Crown Point runway. And 
according to the Tobago 
House of Aseembly, only 
recently it has had re- 
quests from the contrac- 


tors to make use of the 
Assembly’s equipment to 
begin work on the runway, 
and this only after a high- 
oe meeting between 
me Minister George 
Chamber« and Mr Robin- 
son in his capacity as As- 
sembly Chairman. 


Hew the responsible 
agency in Trinidad, prior 
to the creation of the Toba- 
go Assembly, could simply 
ignore the very real dan- 
gers posed by the fact that 
landing at or taking off 
from Crown Point, espe- 
cially for BWIA’s DC-9 
aircraft was considered 
dangerous, both by techni- 
cal experts and by pilots 
themselves, who have 
voiced their misgivings 
about the safety of the run- 
way, is beyond belief. 
Though of course there are 
quite a few examples of 
the government’s neg- 
ligence in any number of 
repair or maintenance pro- 
jects in Trinidad. 

What the Tobago House 
of Assembly seems deter- 
mined to demonstrate, 
however, is that it is going 
to be much more alert and 
aggressive about the prob- 
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negligence or its sense of 
long-term ‘urgency’. 

Tobagonians, clearly, 
are not going to be content 
with mere promises or pla- 
titudinous pondersities 
that amount to little more 
than politicking. The As- 
sembly is determined to Ao 
the job it was set up to do, 
much in the same way as 
there is a new vitality in 
the operations of Local 
Government bodies in 
Trinidad since the opposi- 
tion Alliance, or party of 


central Government has 
been trying for some time 
to take over, albeit for the 
purpose of converting the 


plans to use the Great 
House for a rural devel- 
opment workshop and 
training centre, which, the 
Assembly says, is what the 
people of Belle Garden 
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want. The Assembly has 
also gone on record as say- 
ing the present quarters 
used by the District Medi- 
cal Officer is adequate, 
and they have offered to 
inspect the existing quar- 
ters to have this verified. 
The central Government 
mav of course argue that 
the building comes under 
its jurisdiction and that 
provision of quarters for a 
District Medical Officer is 
more important, in the 
Government’s priorities, 
than anything else the As- 
sembly may have in mind. 
The Assembly ic standing 
firm. And we can well ex- 
pect more of this in the 


immediate future. 
Tobagonians are  ob- 


viously determined to 
press the central Govern- 
ment for the things they 
think are in their best in- 
terests, and we dare say if 
ether local Government 
agencies the same 
attitude, the people of both 
Trinidad and Tobago stand 
to gain a lot. More atten- 
tion to their local problems 
for a start, as opposed to 
the old regime of ‘urgent’ 
promises that are subse- 
quently ignored. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


POLITICAL PARTIES ACTIVE IN SHORING UP SUPPORT 


PNM Rules Study 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 8 Sep 83 p 16 


[Text ] A TEN-MEMBER committee of 


held * Hy ten = - 
puna, St. Augustine a t. Josep 
constituencies. 


Today the committee will meet 
the three Port-of-Spain constituen- 


the two T consti 
weekend. On Sunday, talks will be 
held with the Youth 
WELL ATTENDED 
4 Official said that the 
m were well attended 


all he consultations, the 
committee will resume delibera- 
tions to prepare a report in time for 
the party’s annual convention later 
this year. 


PNM Activity in Tobago 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 13 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text] THE RULING People’s National Movement is looking at 
proposals phe forward by party members in Tobago fdr 
strengthening the party organisation in the sister isle. _ 


committee which is looking at the role, function and perspectivegof the PNM 


the in March this year and ; 

has | amted i members in ternal Affairs. 

cunstinesnelee Torcaghout the Towards the strengthening of the 

country. party in ‘em 4 we) tee s general 
ac r vin Quamina, 


Visiting Tobago with Mr. Pad- 


more were Rep. Cuthbert Joseph and executive mem- 
Minister of a Government and - party structure and 
Senator Basil ince, eg of Ex- operations 











Frequent Visits 


During discussions party members calledfor more frequent visits by Government 
Ministers, and Mr. Padmore himself said that he intended to go to Tobago in 
the next few weeks to visit schools and other areas related to the Ministry of 
Education. 


PNM councillors of the Tobago House of Assembly took part in the discussions 
with the committee. 


Complaints were also aired about employment of persons in the operations of 
the Tobago House of Assembly. 


Opposition Drive in Villages 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 15 Sep 83 p 5 


[Text ] ithe) NATIONAL Alliience and the Organization for 
National Heconstructum (ONK) are to form village 
committees throughout the country in order to work 


closely with the people in the villages. So said Sankar 
Coach” Rampersad yecterday, while reporting on a tour 
he hod made im the Kandahar area. Hampersad is an 
‘tiance me ber of the Opposition-controlled St George 
Maat Count vines 


“The idea is.” said ‘lampersad, “that neopie on the 
village commuttees will report the needs of the villages to 
the Lacal Government representatives, who will then 
report to the County Councils.” Members of the com- 


mittees for Kandahar and Cene Farm, for which areas 
Hampersad is the L-cal Government represents’ cr, will 
be elected next week. 


“I recently made a tour of the Kandahar area with 30 
villagers,” Rampersad saul. “Virtually nothing has been 
done there for 25 years. Vhe people are very frustrated, 
and | am convinced they had no representation during 
that time. Among the -voblems they .ace are poor roads, 
poor drainage, no street signs, a had electricity supply, 
and hardiy any piped water.” 


Rampersad pointed out that he had managed tw get 
the gro<« cut on recreation grownds in the area, and that 
garbage collection in the arex had wmproved He said 
village counes! meetin: . were only attended hy five or six 
people, but that a -ieeting he held on Tuesday was 
attended hy alenit [4 ope 





“Il believe we can «ay we have done more in a few 
weeks th .n what was done io the last 25 years,” he said. 


CSO: 3298/051 


YO 
—™) 











COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


UNIONS ROW WITH COVERNMENT, COMPANIES OVER POLICIES 
T&TEC Issue 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 10 Sep 83 p 3 


[Text | THE Oilfields Workers ters and feels this illegal to be destroyed. “The per 
Trade Union yesterday and vindictive at is petrators such a plot 
warned it was intent on meant to provoke the will continue to be e1- 

a “pla” two workers, embarrass the posed, denounced, con- 
and the union, moreso as the said demned and mde to pay 
Trinidad and act constitutes a flagrant for their sins of ommis- 
Electricity Comminsion s0 ee, sion to the people of Tri- 
that the utility will be the indu agreement.” »,” he said. 
returned to private egy Mee my refer- OWTU _ general 
” ences to “plot,” Week council, “se yping | to 
OWT President-Gen es said: “Those decisions Weekes, called on T&TEC 
eral George Weekes also are mot, in fact, anti C’s Board to “put an im 
spoke about “corrupt OWTU decisions, but ad- mediate halt to the vic 
sons within and wi ditionally are part of a timisation of Noray” and 
the Commission working ( i and a “to initiate and develop 
towards awarding more ical plot @hich con with the assistance of the 
and more contractors. the tines ty work against the ptfyied ge FF 
aim being among other national interest. ees, good industrial 
things of ensuring the to- tions or for the 
tal collapse of the indus- IDENTIFIED future it of the Com- 
try, in order that T& TEC — workers and 
could return to private en- the nation.” 
of Pointing out that the He said if the Commis- 
Weekes’ comments T&TEC management sion failed to carry out the 
were contna in & identified that the general council's request, 
strongly worded five-page sonship between both the union would join with 
letter dispatached to ies was at a “low ebb,” the people in calling on 
T&TEC General Manager the OWTU accused the T&TEC 
Leo Martin yesterday... T&TEC of “ Acute g to resign and Seno way 
ye ee ee a ee ee Po 
to protest a ¥ y alias of our 
Board's decision refusi level of industrial re to build a health industrial 
to extend the leave of ab- tions ps relations environment as 
sence for OWTU executive Said Weekes: “It con was done by the OWTU in 
officer Horace Noray to firms that your Commis other industries.” 
continue full-time union sion prefers to have a 
work on secondment strained relationship with 
The Board also rejected the union, with the ultit- NECESSARY 
asay 0, he ss the OWTU "at TLTEC 8 ory 
to at ‘ 
between TATE, and the and we are certain that gaan tf on effiriens elole 
under the present lead- tricity supply is to. be 
Weekes said the OWTU ership, no effort will be generated, transmitted 
general council which met spared to achieve that ob- istributed to the ben- 
on the matter had con- jective.” — efit of the of this 
demned the T&TEC He said the OWTU country for the future 
Board's decision ‘banning wanted to warn the “ene- industrialisation of our is- 
i Koney trom Renting = Seed not ot iy and ne, 0 the oun,” Weekes 
tees _ allow the “people's utility” 

















Concern at 


TRINTOC 
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[Article by Harry Partap] 


[Text ] 


WORKKEKS 


at the Trintoc Hefinery in 
Point Fortin will begin 
wearing red arm bands 
from today as a mark of 
concern over the uncer. 
tainty of the future of the 
refinery in government's 
plan to rationalise the oil 
industry. 


The decision to protest 
the silence of of the gov- 
ernment on the rationali. 
sation plan was taken at a 
midday meeting of work. 
ers held at the Oilfields 
Workers Trade Union 
Point Fortin area office 


yesterday. The meetin 
was ressed by Owrt! 
leader Geo Weekes 
The workers became con- 
cerned following a | 
ya 2 ‘the in- 
ry on the programme 
TTT Report last week. In 
this programme panellists 
advocated the closure of 
the Point Fortin Refinery 
in favour of broadening 
the scope of the Point-a- 
Pierre refinery. 
ge 4 | meeting, 
Mr Weeks. said he cou 
not see the government 
taking such a« decision to 
clase dovwn the refinery at 
Point Fortin. He said that 
Point “/ortin had a history 
of loyal suport to the rul- 
ing Peoples National 
Movement (PNM) culmi- 
nating with the “vote of 
con by the people 


of Point Fortin in the 
PNM in the last local gov- 
erament elections.” He 


pointed out that with such 
4 mt, the government 
could not now go and clone 
down the refinery. 


Said Mr Weeks, “The 
government must know 
that if this happens then 
Point Fortin will remain a 
ghost town for every se 
tion in this bor will 
be affected.” He seid that 


Dr Eric Williams had 
worked hard to ensure 
that Point Fortin sur- 
vived. He noted that gov- 


ernment bought out Shell 
when things were “ bad 
for that company” and 
placed Dunlop in the dis- 
trict to stimulate employ- 
ment for the . He 
said that Dr Williams cre- 
ated a borough in Point 
Fortin, but that the shut- 
down of the refinery will 
reverse the fortunes of the 
borough. 


how this government will 
ever take such a decision 
to close the refinery and 
by extension, abandon 
oint Fortin.” Mr Weekes 
urged workers to continue 
the struggle to defend 
their rights and called on 
workers to wear their red 
armbands until ‘“some- 
thing positive comes from 
government.” 





Oilfields Workers Trade Union leader George Weekes 
charged yesterday that Texaco Trinidad Inc.had plans to 
impletnent a further retrenchment of workers in order to 
reduce the work force at ite Point-a-Pierre refinery. 

Mr Weekes said the union had information that a 
new list was being prepared and that the company was 
“waiting for the right time to put this new plan in 
action.” Mr Weekes said this new information was 
disturbing to both the workers and the union and was 
hound to create “uneasiness in the oil i . 

The union leader was at the time addressing workers 
at the Trintoc Refinery in Point Fortin og lunch- 
time meeting yesterday. The meeting was held by the 
OWTU following @ report that workers were aisturbed 
over a TTT report which stated that the government 
should shut-down the Point Fortin refinery in the 
rationalization plan. Mr Weekes said the silence of 
government on the rationalizatior of the oil industry 
“was creating uneasiness in the inaustry.” 











Mr Weekes described as ‘criminal action” against the 
on” against the population.the move by Texaco to cut 
back throughput at the Point a Pierre refinery. He said 
that Texaco was cuiting back ite throughput and de 
manding that crude from Trintoe and Trinmar be taken 
to Point a Pierre to 4 refinery at ‘considerable boas to 
the nation.” 

Mr Weekes said the “battle of the big oil companies” 
was now being fought over “our crude, our national 
resources and our strength.” He said that while the big 
on companies were locked in “this war of words” over 
whether Amoco crude should or should not be refined in 
Trinidad, the goverment was silent. Mr Weekes also 
commented on Prime Minister G Chambers’ ad- 
dress to the nation on the eve of the country’s 21st 
anniversary of independence He said the Prime Min- 
ister's addresa “left in the air as to what are the three 
recommendations of the inter-Ministerial Team and 
what government was oing to do about the Texaco 


inery. 

He emphasized that the OWTU was committed to a 
“€ take-over of both Texaco and Amoco on 
behalf of the people of this country.” 


Up to prese time the company had not responded 
queries based on Mr Woeke’s stalstnente ws 


Teachers’ Dissatisfaction 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 13 Sep 83 p 1 


[Article by Niala Rambachan] 


[Text ] 


CON TEMVELOUS treatment and broken promises are 
all the Trinidad and Vobtage | nified Teachers Aasocia- 
tion yet from the Minister of Education, 

This wae the charge made vesterday by the frustrated 
officials of the union whe met with reporters to describe 
plans for mobilising teachers to assert their right to a 
aay in the administration of education. 

Led bw president Anthony Garcia. TTUTA officials 
detailed a lat of greviances which the union harboured 
against the Ministry, saying that the Minister continues 
ty refuwe to meet with the union to discum these 
matters, 

Heading the iist is the matter of school security and 
retrenchment of untrained teachers. 





l'p to yvesterday.morn- 
ing the central executive 
A the union attempted to 
get a meeting with Fduca 
tun Minwter Overand 
Padmore. only to be 
turned away. The union's 
offers said it was nec. 
essary that they meet with 
the miniter because the 
permanent secretary and 
ther lesser officials of the 
Vinistry could not make 
the kind of deciswrnes 
about which the union was 
40ntte erned 


The unions officers 
regularly go to meetings 
with the ministry staff 
and leave with the under- 
«tanding that they have 
convinced them of _ 
tue of their case. n 
they later see the Minister 
sOnmnuncing contradictory 
deciavone to the ones they 


had recommended, 

This has CONV eu 
them that the person they 
need tu deal with ia the 
Vinister himself. but Mr 
Padmore has only wen 
TTUTA  officiala once 
“ime the union gained 
recognition and that was a 
coniteay call 

The Minister admitted 
on March 1 of thie vear 
that he must work in con. 
~ultation with the Union, 
hut hie actions have been 
the onnnmite of this, union 
otfinwrs have «tated, 


At the time when the 
unnen was demanst rating 
on the feeynition meue. 
the minister had promised 
tr seert of e-vietinma- 
thon clme on teachers’ 
collective agreement. hew. 
ever, the Minter later 
wid that the wae a mie- 
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lone 


He hae aie promimed 
Witt «Nol places in 
Kinet Trinwlal where the 
Papillion te rw pte 
(ively. bet ayain, meth 
ip bine ec cvetin of thw 


I is tweet ois the Vin 
eteriot Kaltieutucn, bot the 
Niltiteter at ifvnm gon 
ernment withetties whe 
fremt TTT TA wm ow om 
ferpitiinim foshion, the of 
fietile cid Datters to Che 
Wrist ries  Natwonal Se 
CS rd Clture sheer yer 

j j i real 




















COUNTRY SECTION 


ECONOMIC 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


ISSUES HOLD ATTENTION OF VARTOUS SECTORS 


Proposals From Contractors 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7 Sep 83 p J 


THE GENERAL Contractors Association (GCA) 
has written the Prime Minister outlining six areas 
the State can boost the economic thrust in the 


[Text | 


country. 


The letter to Mr. George Chambers was signed by GCA 


president Motilal Moonan and 
ment. 
ap ae identified overall nation 


minin ; 
rest facing. britides an landslides, 
ng | security and import licences 


ryt et 
gestions came in the wake 
of Mr. Chambers’ 4 independ an. 
aniversary message which ca Med or 
act al Rese tightening. 

ile neamne praises on the 
Prime “Minis er for cancelling the 
he million contract a & Chin Hung 


rae ear 


reliably I peyrenes that a letter of 
latent ad already been furnished to 
7 J _— Hune construction com- 


pae said that ‘‘a substantial con- 
signment building material is on 
the high seas destined for 
Trinidad’. Mr. Moonan said it would 
be interesting to learn what device 
would be used to give effect to the 
Prime Minister's ision. 

The GCA feels certain that Gov- 
ernment has been convinced that 
ae entire 1,800 apartment project, 
and as @ matter ell pro ects 
related to housing the nation must 
ve constructed al contrac- 
ors. 

clones Fight eppeio 
socia wasr n its 
to the award of floret n gomtredts, 
large or emalt and ‘if the ef dvice 
pyee to the his unsatafactory 


Mies t satisfact pase 
aire cou uta have oak eveided ave 


led for a 
"ir. ‘Ml overnment BN si yy to 


102 


accompanied by a Press state- 


cease and the State to in- 
atruct all ite departments, 
atatutory boards and State 
enterprises to seek the 


sce SA ey oct 


A 
On im ements to the 
A said State 
should Breulate 5 ta part, and 
ln ] programmes 


in ones #0 that contractors 
architects. om ong others could 
mobilise themse selves to underta 


such projects. 
Suc eps Id avoid crite deci- 
imp 


sions @ emontations of pro- 
jects on ad a4 ote apres 
tors aave 
¢ of 0 

sified ie 
= edt and involves 
foreign exchaa t. 


The associat ie ag ing wr 8 nent, 
lar pe oy as granted to the 
industry fo; of a ee osere © 
are grant 

It was suggested thot eee moe tenet 
cles be regularised by sranting 
leases up to 25 By which will en- 
sure proper management opera- 
fions of the environment and also 
A bring down the cost of aggre- 


Oiephalt paving contractors have 
invested more n $30 million in 
updating their plants to improve 
capabilities to use local as 

tract for this year have ‘been 
issued but no work orders have been 








made to date The GCA noted that esident Moonan 

the matter has worsened by the at remedial ie is not taken 
continuous expansion of the Second- now, he said, the problem will grow 
ary Roads Company which would be to alarming proportions which may 
organised to undertake ail roads de- cause others to believe that the 
v and remedial works in works could only be handled by 
direct competition with private foreign contractors. lore such a 
contractors. stage ist , the GCA urged the 
nb lopdelipe necdsng ornate mane corrective meas 
“In the not to di future, the pad spc gge gen Anagane 


country is likely to witness a break- 
down of the transportation system 
with several villages cut off from 
the natural fabric of society”. GCA 





The CCA said the negative lists had been irregular and cited the importation 
of completed fabricated steel buildings, one having been installed at the King 
George V Park some years ago. 


A month ago, further Licences have been granted contrary to the negative list. 
Opposition on Demas Report 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in pgnglish 7 Sep 83 p 3 


[Text OPPOSITION parliamentarian, Kep Winston Dookeran, has questioned 
whether the Demas Task Force report would inspire new confidence or simply 


provide an independent technical rationale for ‘our current state A affairs’. 


Mr. Dookeran, an economist and » “promote the virtues of a mixed 


member for Chaguanas, stated in a 3 
written comment yesterday that a ann protection of the balance 





during the 20 months of waiting for 
the , the level of economic 
activities in the economy had con- 
tinued its downward trend. 

He drew attention to the drop in 
crude oil production from 83 million 
to $6 million barrels a day. 

He yy 4 = wae 
response to the pr econom- 
ic statistics was to set up the De 
mas Task Force to develop a multi- 
sectoral plan for the commen’. | 

“While the men with ideas did 
their homework’, he said, ‘the 
main thrust of public economic fs 

was to protect the revenue base 
the public sector’’. 

Outlining the situation which he 
described as the current economic 
woes, Mr. Dookeran asked how 
would the Demas Report deal with 
the situation. 


HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT 


Mr. Dookeran said: ‘‘Assumin 
thet there has been no infusion 
ne ’ ideas in the thinking underlyin 
the recom tions of the report, 
the Dermas Task Force will 
© “ar that Trinidad and Tobago 
must Vv itseli as a normal Third 
World country and settie for a low 
standard of living; 
cea light és insurmountable 
t economic independence 
economic diversification for a small 
economy like ours in a hostile world 
environment; 
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and © Protection 


payment situation, the use of 

fiscal incentives for export promo- 

tion for an incomes policy 

and ultimate reliance on the 

the Caribbean Integra- 

tion Movement and extra regional 
markets’. 

He said, too, that he expected the 
Demas Report to encourage direct 
pe! mint and identify the 
cr a “materialistic cul- 
ture’ in T and Tobago as a 

cause of the economic woes. 
_Mr. Dookeran said he expected 
the Demas Task Force report to 
advocate public sector investment 
programmes that make little de 
mand on recurrent cost and foreign 
seen le vas at the same time 
ave 4a value added component, 
and in particular a high \abour cost. 
He feels that construction and resi- 
conte housing investment would 
ven priority. 

Phot he would also the 
report to advocate, he , were 
fiscal measures to encour invis- 
ible export earnings, 
light manufacturing. 

Other measures feels that the 
report would advocate are: 
® Reduction in traditional agricul- 
ture and the revitalisation of ag- 
ricultural pF industry, ¢.g., 
citrus and food i ion. 
the revenue base of 
the public sector by further cuts in 
subsidies, more and higher taxes 
and widening of the tax base. 




















He felt that recommendation 
would also include financial self suf- 
ficiency for biic sector enter- 
prises and utilities 

Mr. Dookeran questioned whether 
measures, recommended in the De- 
mas report would work. 

He asked: '‘Would they lead to full 
employment, higher incomes, gener- 
al improvement in the quality of life 
of our citizens and a fairer distribu- 
tion of economic opportunities? 
aalnes none mea 

mean rea 
with structural resilience? 


Electricity Rate Impact on Poor 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 14 Sep 83 p 21 


[Text] 


THE new electricity rates currently being proposed by 
the ‘Trinidad and Tobago Klectricity Commission “in 
nothing short of madness given its questionable track 
record and ite proven inability to supply the workin 
population of the Trinidad and Tobago with a ready a 
Pefiable au ly of electricity,” / 
This is the opinion of the Veople's Popular Movement 
and in a press release last night. The PPM stated that 
“the increase, if granted, would mean greater hardship 


and pressure for the vast a oye of ordinary citizens 
who are struggling daily to make two ends meet,” 


“What in reality the 
TATEL proposals mean,” 
said the release, ‘ia that if 
a consumer is currently 
paying $42 with the accep. 
tance of the new rates 
structure, that same con 
sumer would he called 
upon to pay $100 — an 
increase of JOO per cent 
This is what the Ta TEC 
management had dubbed 
“a nape price for power, 
a fair price for progress. 
We, of course, disagree.” 

The PPM argued that 
while the average consum 
er in being asked to pay tn 
some instances over 0) 
per cent more, the com- 
mercial and industrial 
consumers are = being 

anted concessions and in 
act are being subsidied by 
the vast majority of ordi- 
nary paying consumers in 
Trinidad and Tobago un 
der the false pretext of the 
more electricity that is 
consumed, the leas it actu- 
ally costs the consumer. 


“What this means is 
that the small man who ia 
experiencing more hard 
ships and difficulties as a 
result of the economic 
downturn is being asked 
tw pay a higher price, in. 
cluding a new fuel char 
which he previous! 
not pay for. Obviously, 


LOL 


this has to be unfair, 

“This latest attack on 
the citizens of our . 
lic in part of the pro- 

ramme of the 
jovernment to force 
working people to pay for 
the vulgar management, 
scandal inefficiencies and 
brazen corruption which 
has characterised the 
stewardehip of the incum 
bent regime over the last 
27 years.” 

‘he PPM believed that 
“the contry needs a hew 
electricity service. An elec 
tricity service that can 
prevent meat from spoil. 
ing in our fridge, — 
from going ever 90 0 
and managers who can 
really manage,” stated the 
release 

“Hut to maintain the 
present unreliable electric 
ity service and to impose a 
new rate of 400 per cent is 
really unacceptable and 
constitutes an insult w 
the intelligence of the peo- 
ple of Trinidad and Tobsa- 
go."the release said, 

“It is the firm view of 
the PPM that money 
must be set aside from the 
budget and from taxes col- 
lected to keep the prices of 
basic goods and services at 
a reasonable and aecepta- 
ble level and that includes 
electricity. 




















“It m om the contest 
therefore that we call upon 
the TA TEC management 
as well as the government 
ty shelve their plans for a 
new increase in electricity 
rales. 

“We in the PPM fur 
ther call on the citizens 
and working people of our 


twin island x to 
vigorously oppose the pro- 
posed new rates, w 


organise §«6and = mobilise 
themselves to resist any 
attempt to impose these 
unacceptable new rates on 
our alre bettered and 
broken hacks.” 


Economic Commission 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 9 Sep 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


CSO: 
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: 


oho wih be te punen, Tobago 
the National = Mr Chambers, in his 
ic Planning Com- = capacity as Minister of 
selection was made be’ chairman of the Com. 
in accordance with the Other 
announcement by Prime ca’ (i Sletetess of 
Minister George Cham- ‘Pe , 


and Finance, Arthur ribbean 
Jack, Manufacturing Bank. 
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sources, State Enterprises 
and the Minister with re- 


Development 








TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


COUNTRY SECTION 


COLUMNIST DISCUSSES PT. LISAS PLANTS, MARKETING ISSUES 


Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 11 Sep 83 p 3 
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[Text ] 
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These were invariably headed by 
troleurn based units. or othere het 


made use of abundant Thus, 
from the Middle East to Fast 
Indies and Canbbean, everyone was 
busy erecting refineries, om 
al com and steel Pa 
Aluminum smelting frequently en- 
tered the equation 

In those brief, heady years, the 
boom un the developing countries blind- 
ed them from the steadily growing 
contraction of host markets. In any 
event, the array of new petro 
industnes was still under construc- 
thn 

Suddenly, all the plants in all the 
developing nations are coming on 
stream, simultaneously and the vague 
— = aporons out there, will 

ways buy the products, is exposed as 
an irresponsible figment of national 
self delusion 

The concept and im ation of 
development at Point Lisas, fit snugly 
into this mould. 

Methanol and Urea are part of our 
version of the vaunted 
emblems of state honour. Steel was 
already in place. 

Aluminium and other ‘props’ were 
waiting to be installed, but instead of 
a gramdiose show, a bizarre circus is 
emerging 

Steel is in trouble, with little hope 


for an instant bail-out by the C BI. 
The marketing of Methanol at one 


stage looked ising in those 
halcyon years w it seemed prices 
were ever rising, and about any- 
thing could be selling had 


produced buyers for @ per cent. of 
intended uction 

A West German firm bearing the 
initials of “U_.R.B.K.," a to take 
» per cent, with similar quantities 


CSO: %3298/049 


ung to Mitsui of the USA, and 
enneco, alu, of USA 


However, the rosy blush of these 
long contracts has been rudely discol- 
oured by tumbling world prices result. 
ing from pervasive and persistent re 
cession 

The upshot is that the Powt Lisas 
plant certainly has substantial con- 
tracts, and quite likely, will fulfil 
them. Kut because of the tragic drop 
in prices, the returns will be un 
economic, and Government propping- 
up 1s all but inevitable 
FIN = nev wenn Se will 

ea om t CKS taxpayers, 
Onde hughiy paid executives, experts 
and technicians live and work in bu- 
reaucratic splendour, producing an 
item very few people want 


It is ironic that Methanol is an 
important ingredient (with 
Butadiene) ‘n maki un- leaded 


US and many oth: developed 
countries because of its proven and 
— er to human life. In 
Trini T 0, where Methanol 
will be produced, there are no known 
plans for producing lead-free gasolene. 

Agrico Chemicals of Tulsa, Oklaho- 
largest chemical 


‘ 


nary conditions have made a mess of 
good intentions 

As it turns out, fertiliser prices fell 
80 badly in 1942, that Agrico itself 
sustained a first-ever loss in agricul- 
tural chemicals. The fall-out is that 
the world price for Urea is very de 
pressed, but is showing some si of 
picking up, as the US economy 
to show bullish ery. 


the line, the markets lie in one of two 
major blocs, the East, or the West. 
ing with the East, has its prob- 
lems, as Cuba and Grenada can attest. 
By tradition and accepted custom, 
Trinidad and Tobago is Western 
oriented. Our language, music, life sty- 
le, vacationing travel habits, 
trade, and even our migratory trends, 


are distinctly Western 














COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS CRITICIZED FOR QUESTIONABLE ACTIONS, POLICIES 
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 9 Sep 83 p 6 


[Article by Anthony Milne] 


[Text ] on ay 
IT WAS DIFFICULT to od Cn dn Peete el Teen 
take Prime Yes 3 he ee SS na 
George ( ham "s 4 t ti ] . falli ou 
dress to the nation on Au- prices, but from the corruption and 
gust 30, entirely — oor been the hall- 
seriously, since it is tually frees its inception. How can 0 
-_ = ggg Ree a Government ~: , which lows ono of ine 
—anteiees savanna 

: What has the PNM done to cre- 
Sioa Satta, amped 
have the moral authority the PNM not pace wt ran one 
to ask the people of Trin- ry yn tty ey ig fo 
idad and Tobago to tight- Ahn Gne Tag thee BF ny ' 
en their belts. It seems 's incompetence and inabilit 
that few have paid any to provide acceptable public services 
attention to his previous Th Pn Esa gM nye 
calls for stringency, and sqennent? co 
it is unlikely that anyone in fort, it io enid thet the puilie 

institutions I 
ee oo age ie Be oy 
now—although some o during the stewardship of the PNM. 
what he is saying may be W itnese . a < & 
Without. looking up once citi, eatin nd et 
from his script as he ad- Besi {Seedem 00 docks ond 
dressed the nation on the eve pe ae See ee 
or , rom 7 
fate: Se ee 
dence, the Prime Minister ey fn) pty oe 4h 
exhorted the citizens of this oe 
country to introduce into The people of this country voted 
0 A ae lives sound overwhelasingly oguinet the PND = 
t government ion 
something the PNM has Stn Shc 
iled to i into its the Elections and Boundaries Com- 
Mteitedion & thle com- mission, and there is not the slight. 
try during the last 27 years to come. Both the PKG and the 
or 80. opposition parties accepted that the 
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COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CHAMBERS DISCUSSES ISCOTT; NEW PROPOSALS INTRODUCED 
Prime Minister's Views 


Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 8 Sep 83 pp 1, 3 





[Text ] 


PRIME MINISTER 
Chambers 


George exprese- invested. 
ed a deep and i to reduce the exclusive It is interesting to note 
concern about the Iron dependence of the econ in this connection, that 


: 
i 


Trinidad and Tobago i This explains the thrust steel industry has been 
his I message to utilise this resource experiencing difficulties in 
last both as a feedstock and as . part Ad 
Quoting for the af energy source to pro in the US.A.,. mini-m 
first time, Minister duce a new range of com such as ISCOTT on 
Chambers stated sombrely modities both for export newer technology have 
1982 and up to June this ream industries in and increasing 
year wer * $482 million ‘ 


: 


Trinidad and Tx . One 
of the first suuts (abosttgs 


loss = was to be established was the ment decision was taken, 
lower” than what has been Se iron = Mm, &.. understood 
prominently reported in steel which is a dramatic t company would 
the local press and even re in industrial de need time to become profi 
read into the records of v nt for a small cient in steel-making and 
Parliament.” The point is country such as Trinidad would therefore incur a 


ca 
f 
: 

t 


The Government nec 

seized by ISCOTT’s com essarily had to be the investments of this scale. 
egy in the United prime mover over the last However, neither in 
market who have in undertaking Trinidad and T not 
taken formal action which such investments owing to ionally, did the 
if successful, can virtually the size of the capital ex consensus of informed 
shut us out of this impor penditure, the waiting pe- inion anticipate the 
tant market.” riod for such investments condi- 
Expressing it as the to show a return and the . 


: 


Hi 
ti 

i 
Bes 


the Government today ment had the capacity to 
Mr. Chambers said: aise funds on the required ISC $ main product, 
“The second matter is scale. ; ing lower in 1983 than 
the status of the Iron and _ The total capital expen- in 1975. 
Steel of Trin diture in establishing IS. Because of the de- 
idad and Tobago Limited COTT as an operating pressed prices and the 
(ISCOTT).” I wish to stae entity was $1,040 million, strong protectionist 
emphatica y that the which was financed partly suse 0 ovemneee mates - 
essen G4 oct. on- from equity contributions often not related to finan- 
dertake this venture as a of $468 million and by cial or economic factors - 
prestige On the borrowings specifically re ISCOTT’s need for 
country’s ” etthensie lated to the venture of from the 
stems firstly from the $572 million. In addition increased at a time of 
country’s endowment of certain start-up costs of a financial stringency. IS- 
al pecetee af + one 2 COTT’s losses in its fiscal 
natural though actual capi year ending July, 1982, 
ae oe ae ae soe ie cost exceeded the planned was $262 million and for 
new material to generate amount by 27 per cent the eleven months ended 


4 
: 
3 
® 


Lil 











oe Se iota 


the payment of withh: ment in jeopardy, and 
tg tax in respect of for would have heen aided by 
eign dett. You will note the failure of some of us 
that thes figure is signifi distinguish between the 
—_* kower than that national interest and po 
has been promi- litical self-interest. 
nently reported in the lo- The Cab net, concerned 
cal press and even read Cas ean ot te coer 
into the records of Parlia- were higher than original. 
tnent ly anticipated, appointed a 
IRRESPONSIBLE team of seniwr public offi 
| cannot deplore tw cials this year to consider 
as the fact that such all options, including ces- 
un and irrespons- sation of operations of the 
thle staternents have been company. 
oe ee Fy ee 
competitors in nited 
States market aap 2 ANALYSIS 
taken formal action which, 
if successful, can virtually The Committee's analy 


shut us cut of this impor 
tant 
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Committee Recommendations 


t would be 
more for the share- 


tained as a going concern 
subject to certain changes 
in the planned level of 
production and tighter 
control of costs. It has also 
recoramended that share- 


the Cabinet prior tw its 
consideration by the Full 
Cabinet. 
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[Text] 


PURSUING the cheaper 
alternative of maintaining the 
Iron and Steel Company (IS- 
COTT) as a going concern, the 
Government expects to ac- 
cept all of the recommenda- 
tions by a committee of senior 
public servants, which urge 
that ISCOTT be kept under 
stringent financial wraps. 

The committee, appointed 
by Cabinet, specifically to 
consider all options on 
ISCOTT, has recommended 
that the firm’s performance 
be monitored on a continuing 
basis. 

At the same time, it has 
advised that the Govern- 
ment exercise financial 
stringency in managing ex- 
penditure in such areas as 
capital expenditure, 
employee cost, working 
capital, and consultancy 
contract« 

The team which included 
Mr. Frank Barsotti, Perma- 
nent Secretary in the Minis- 


try of Finance, and Dr. Euric 
Bobb, Deputy Governor of 
the Central Bank, also rec- 
ommended that the post of 
Chief Executive Officer at 
ISCOTT, be filled. 


It also recomrnended that limits 
be set on the amount of funds which 
Government should provide 
ISCOTT 


This recommendation followed in 
the wake of the Government bank- 
rolling the company’s losses of $482 
million up to the end of June, this 


year. 

In order to bolster revenue, the 
committte recommended that 
ISCOTT should pursue an active 
campaign to obtain markets for its 
oreducts outside the United States. 

It also recom lobbying the 
U.S. Government, and Japan, as 
well as pursuing the strategy of 
bartering. 

ISC , says the committee 
should also explore the possibility of 
joint venture downstream opera- 
tions. 

While pointing out that it would 


reorganised. 

The committee’s is being 
considered by the Finance 
Economics Committee of the 
Cabi before it goes before the 
entire Cabinet for consideration. _ 





Farlier this pene, it was reveaied 
in an International ry Fund 
(IMF) document, titled ‘Trinidad 
and Tobago's recent Economic 
Developments’’ that ISCOTT has 
been experiencing production, mar- 
keting and managerial 5 
omee it began operating, August, 


The document, prepared by a 
team of IMF officials also noted 
what they termed a ‘‘technical im- 
balance’ between ISCOTT’S sponge 
iron annual production of one million 
metric tons and the output of its 
melt-cast shop of 780, metric 
tons. 
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COUF TRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


CARICOM PAYMENTS TO CMCF LAG; NEIGHBORS CRITICIZED 


Dormancy of CMCF 
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[Article by Andy Johnson] 


[Text] THE September 15 ber of conditions for The government of 
(tomorrow) deadline the fasacility to be re- Barbados has been 
for member govern- activated facility comeeesnine that about 
ments pay up at has heen suspended the fact that that coun. 
least ) per cent of since the beginning of try was owed about $42 
thew debits to the Cari 198% after it reached million (US) th 
com Multilateral Clear the credit limit of $100 tramactions in t 
ing ¥. will go by million (US), oie eco- CMCF. Under the 
the hecaune moanically hardpressed terms of the agreement 
= itty has not yet countries such as qommed tt, womne of 

reactivated. Guyana owing heavily. , was w 
Chairman of the The CMCF is. the repaid through o paper 
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facility which allows 
Caricom member 
states do business 


transaction made pus- 
sible by the Govern. 
ment of Trinidad and 


that all the conditions among themselves on a Tobago on behalf of 
for the reactivation of deferred payments ha Com. , 
the facility were mt sis for up two om hing has come of 
ee to and pa months. Bruce said last Kmowever, with . 
facility night that no meeting [MCF remaini m- 
mained dormant a the Board of Gover mant. Bruce said that 


nors took place since 
the July resolition and 
non had been planned, 
until all the conditions 
set out in the 
agreement among 


he would call a meeting 
of the Board of Gover 
nors as soon as he had 
some indication that 
all the conditions for 
restaerting the facility 


in heads of government were met. He did not 
were to have met up to had been met know how soon that 
) per cem of r He said, however, would be. 
debts by tomorrow that trading among 
igh eb Sten of Caricom member 
Antra me 6 ki lac 
Trinidad and Tobago aod memenie Wee t- Meanwhile, the 
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ing made on a bilateral 
hasis. He said therace 
was no crisis exiting 


Cominittee of Min 
isters responsible for 
Finance in Caricom is 


«heduled to meet in 


CMct oda in the absence of the Port of Spain on Mon 
He said.when CMCF. “It is merely 6 day to study issues re 
tacted ‘a “the Proce maetser ff more paper lating to the meeting of 
that there were no : work,” he said. the Commonwealth Fi 
ments intyto the facili nance wimg | ey wr 
since t rin 
z Ps ie COMPLAINING b item a Tuesday 
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[editorial] 


[Text] WHEN THE COMMITTEE 





of CARICOM Finance Min- 
isters gather in Port of 
Spain on Monday for a 
preamble to the Common- 
wealth Finance Ministers 
meeting here next week, 
one of the issues that Trin- 
idad and Tobago should 
raise, and seriously, is 
whether we are being tak- 
en for a ride (not for the 
first time) by our CARI- 
COM partners. 

We refer to the 
agreements struck at the 
CARICOM Heads of Gov- 
ernment conference last 
July on reactivating the 
CARICOM Multilateral 
Clearing Facility and 
which, to date, appear to 
have been ignored by our 
regional partners. Specif- 
ically, it was agreed that 
the governments which 
owed the CMCF money 
would meet at least 60 per 
cent of those debts by a 
deadline of September 15, 
which happens to be today. 

But up to yesterday 
none of the debtor govern- 
ments had done so. And, 
we suspect, none of the 
governments involved 
have even bothered to ex- 
plain why they have failed 
to meet the deadline-- 
though we expect that we 
will hc ar some excuses on 
Monday. 


INDICATION 


As it is, the CMCF is 
owed a total of US$100 
million. Guyana alone 


owes at least US$50 mil- 
lion to the fund with the 
rest being shared by the 
governments of the small- 
er Eastern Caribbean ter- 
ritories. The CMCF in 
itself was designed to al- 
jouw CARICOM members 
some breathing space in 
meeting trade and other 
payments by allowing a 
deferral of those payments 
for at least six months. 

The fund came to a 
screeching halt when the 
ceiling figure of US$100 
million was struck. It will 
be recalled that Barbados 
was one of the countries 
that last July made a great 
deal of fuss about being 
owned money by Guyana. 
And the Trinidand and To- 
bago Government, ever 
generous to its regional 
partners, pledged to con- 
tribute 08$12.2 million to 
keep the fund going. 


We can only assume that 
Trinidad and Tobago has 
also held up on its pledge, 
and should continue to do 
so until there is some indi- 
cation of the intentions of 
the debtor governments. It 
may: very well be that the 
CMCF can no longer work 
since most of the regional 
governments, including 
Trinidad and Tobago, are 
coming under increasing 
financial strain. 


That, however, does not 
let the debtor countries off 
the hook. 

Perhaps more impor- 
tantly, this is not the first 

















CSO: 


time thet CARICOM mem- 
bers have made promises, 
usually of a monetary na- 
ture, and then reneged on 
them. Trinidad and Toba- 
go has had a particularly 
bad time of this because, 
fortunately, we have been 
in a better position than 
most, if not Il, of our 
neighbours, abie to pro- 
vide loans through the Oil 
Facility and to meet our 
payments to regional insi- 
tutions like the University 
of the West Indies and the 
CMCF, 


Unfortunately, that is 
not the case today. In a 
new era of declining oil 
production, reduced refin- 
ery throughput and softer 
prices for oil, the Govern- 
ment now finds itself fac- 
ing huge budgetary 
deficits. Basic cash flow 
has in fact already become 
a problem and we may 
have to borrow much more 
heavily in the next fiscal 
year in order to keep our 
heads above water. 

Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance 
George Chambers indi- 
cated as much in his blunt 
address at the formal 
opening of the Heads of 
Government conference 
last July. But if some 
CARICOM members were 
not sufficiently impressed 
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then, and would go so far 
as to agree to certain mea- 
sures and then blithely ig- 
nore them, we ought to be 
even more blunt. We cer- 
tainly can expect little or 
no aid at all from our re- 
gional partners. If Trin- 
idad and Tobago found 
itself in the severe finan- 
cial straits being exyperi- 
enced by Guyana, we are 
certain that we will have 
to paddle our own canoe. 


What we cannot contin- 
ue to do, however, is com- 
mit ourselves any further 
to financial pledges unless 
and until our regional 
partners show an equal de- 
gree of commitment, The 
taxpayers of Trinidad and 
Tobago, who are being 
asked to tighten’ their 
belts, cannot be expected 
to sit back and allow the 
country’s Treasury to be 
bled in the interest of re- 
sionalism. 


This is not to deny the 
value of the regional inte- 
gration movement, But Mr 
Thomas Gatcliffe is right 
when he says, as he did at 
“a Caribbean Association of 
Industry and Commerce 
(CAIC) meeting, this week 
that what is hampering the 
integration movement is 
the lack of will to resolve 
what are in fact problems 
created by ourselves, 
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